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Chap. 365. A N ACT PROVIDING REIMBURSEMENT TO CITIES 
A N D TOWNS FOR EXPENSES INCURRED IN THE 
TAKING OF THE STATE CENSUS A N D LIMITING 
THE SIZE OF PRECINCTS IN CERTAIN TOWNS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to provide reimbursements to 
cities and towns for expenses in taking the state census in March, 
nineteen hundred and seventy-five, therefore it is hereby de
clared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 9 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out section 7A, as amended by section 2 of chapter 
10 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: — 

Section 7A. Subject to appropriation therefor, the state 
treasurer shall reimburse each city and town towards the cost 
of the census taken by it under section seven a sum equal to 
the total number of inhabitants reported in such city or town by 
the secretary in his report to the general court of the census, as 
provided in section seven, multiplied by twenty-five cents; pro
vided that where a person is properly listed by one city or town 
as an inhabitant of another city or town and is assigned by the 
secretary in his report as an inhabitant to such other city or 
town, only the city or town that originally counts the person 
shall receive reimbursement therefor under this section. No 
later than thirty days following the submission of the aforesaid 
report by the state secretary, the governor shall recommend to 
the general court the appropriation of sufficient funds to pay 
the amount owed to cities and towns under this section, and 
the method of financing such state expenditure. The state 
treasurer shall reimburse to each city and town the sum owed 
to it hereunder, not later than ninety days following the effec
tive date of the act appropriating the required amount from the 
state treasury. 

SECTION 2. Section 6 of chapter 54 of the General Laws, as 
most recently amended by section 8 of said chapter 10, is here
by further amended by inserting after the first paragraph the 
following paragraph: — 

In any town of six thousand or more inhabitants, each precinct 
established hereunder shall contain, as nearly as may be, an 
equal number of inhabitants, but not more than four thousand 
inhabitants. Approved June 21,1975. 

Chap. 366. A N ACT RELATIVE TO THE COMPENSATION OF 
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL COURT CHOSEN TO FILL 
A VACANCY OR WHO RESIGN. 
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Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to immediately correct an inequity 
in the compensation of members of the general court elected to 
fill a vacancy, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer
gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience.! 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 3 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out section 10, as most recently amended by section 
6 of chapter 19 of the acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof 
the following section: — 

Section 10. Each member of the general court chosen to fill a 
vacancy, or who resigns his seat during a regular annual ses
sion, shall be entitled to a per diem compensation for the time 
of his membership at the rate provided in section nine, and the 
allowances for travel and other expenses for the time of his 
membership as provided in section nine B. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect as of April first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-five. Approved June 21,1975. 

Chap. 367. A N ACT CLARIFYING THE RIGHT OF WOMEN WHO 
HAVE CHOSEN TO RETAIN THEIR OWN NAME AT 
MARRIAGE TO REGISTER TO VOTE IN THAT NAME 
AND REGULATING VOTER REGISTRATION OF PER
SONS WHOSE NAMES HAVE CHANGED. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to allow married women 
to register to vote in their given name, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 51 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out section 2, as most recently amended 
by chapter 666 of the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof 
the following section: — 

Section 2. A registered voter who chooses to adopt a new 
name by decree of court or as a result of marriage shall con
tinue to be registered in his former name until June first of the 
following year; provided, however, if such voter appears in 
person prior to the close of registration for any preliminary, 
primary, or election to notify the registrars of such adoption of 
a new name, the registrars shall correct the current annual 
register so that such voter shall be registered in his new name. 

If a voter does not choose to adopt a new name as a result of 
marriage, the registrars shall make no change in the name of 
such voter entered in the current annual register. 


