
HOUSE No. 545 5
By Mr. Shea of Worcester, petition of C. Vincent Shea for

legislation to eliminate the oath on applications for absentee ballots
in state, city and town elections. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.
t
An Act eliminating the oath on applications for absentee

BALLOTS IN STATE, CITY AND TOWN ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 87 and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:
4 Section 87. Prior to each biennial state election the state
5 secretary shall prepare in such quantities as he may deem neces-
6 sary the following papers:
7 (a) Official absent voting ballots, similar in all respects to the
8 official ballot to be used at such election, except that they shall
9 be printed on paper differing in color from that used for official

10 or specimen ballots and except that instructions referred to in
1 1 subsection (e) may be printed on the back of such absent voting
12 ballots.
13 (b) Blank forms of application for such ballots, worded as
14 follows:

jg!s I hereby apply for an absent voting
16 ballot. The place of my legal residence (permanent home)
17 is in the city or town of in the state
18 of

,
and, as 1 believe, I am a duly

19 registered voter at in the city or town
20 (Street and Number)
21 of and entitled to vote at the next

Commontoeairt) of iHafistadniScttsi



22 state election at ward , precinct , in
23 said city or town of
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24

f

25 (Signature) (Date)
26 CHECK ONE:
27 □ Mail official absent voting ballot to
28 (Street and Number)
29
30 (City or Town) (State or Country)
31 O Since I have no address outside the city or town from
32 which the ballot may be seasonably returned, 1 will call for the
33 ballot at the office of the town or city clerk, following certifi-
-34 cation of this application by the registrars, and will vote upon the
35 ballot in said office, at a time arranged with the clerk.
36 (If in the service of the United States, the applicant will fill
37 out the following:)
38 I am in the military, naval, civil service of the United States,
39 and my rank or official position is
40
41 (Signature) (Date)

42 (If unable by reason of physical disability to cast his vote in
43 person at the polling place, the applicant will sign the following:)
44 1 hereby certify that 1 will be unable by reason of physical
45 disability to cast my vote in person at the polling place on the
46 date of the election.
47
48 (Signature) (Date)
49 Certificate of Physician, Hospital Superintendent, Attending
50 Registered Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse,
51 Ordained Minister, Priest or Rabbi,
52 or Christian Science Practitioner

53 NOTE: This certificate is not required if a certificate of
54 permanent disability of the applicant has been filed
55 with said city or town clerk.
56 I certify that the applicant
57 personally known to me, will by reason of physical disability be
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58 unable to cast his vote at the polling place on the date of the
59 election.
60 Name
51 Residence
62 Designation
63 We, the undersigned, a majority of the registrars of voters of
64 the of

, hereby
#5 certify that the above signature, to the best of our knowledge
66 and belief, appears to be genuine, and that we believe said
67 is a duly registered voter in said
68 ward , precinct city or town
69 of
70 Registrars of the of .. .

71
72 Any form of written communication evidencing a desire that
73 an absent voting ballot be sent to him for use for voting at any
74 election where absent voting is permitted shall be given the same
75 effect as an application for an absent voting ballot made in the
76 form prescribed by law.
77 (c) Envelopes of sufficient size to contain the ballots
78 specified in subsection (a), bearing on their reverse one or the
79 other of the following affidavits, as the case may be
80 (1) for ballots forwarded by mail:
81 State of
82 County of ss.
83 I, do solemnly swear that lam a
84 registered voter at in the city or
85 (voting address)
86 town of ,

Massachusetts; that I
87 have carefully read the instructions forwarded to me with the
88 ballot herein enclosed; that I have marked, enclosed, and sealed

the within ballot as stated hereon; and that 1 have marked said
90 ballot in, and that I will mail it at the post office situated in the
91 city or town of

,
in the state or county of

92
93 signed under the penalties of perjury
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95
, ss.

96 1
,

do solemnly swear that I am a
97 registered voter at in the city or
98 (voting address)
99 town of ,

Massachusetts, in ward
100 , precinct , that on the day
101 of the special state election or biennial state election to be hel^f
102 on I shall be absent from the city or town in which
103 I am a voter but that 1 have no address outside said city or town
104 from which said ballot may be seasonably returned, that I have
105 carefully read the instructions delivered to me with the ballot
106 herein enclosed, and that I have marked, enclosed and sealed the
107 within ballot as stated hereon.
108 signed under the penalties of perjury
109 (d) Envelopes of size sufficient to contain the preceding,
1 10 addressed to the clerks of the several cities and towns within the
I 1 1 commonwealth, upon which shall be printed “Enclosed is the
112 absent voter ballot of ”, and blank spaces for the
113 name, address and voting place of the sender with the words
1 14 “name as registered”, “address where registered”, “ward” and

“precinct” appropriately printed thereon. Such blank spaces shall115
be filled in by the city or town clerk prior to the mailing of such1 16

117 envelopes.
(e) The state secretary shall furnish such explanatory matter1 18

I 19 and instructions as he may deem appropriate to carry into effect
120 the purposes of sections eighty-six to one hundred and three,
121 inclusive.

> Blank forms of applications for absent voting ballotsI 22
printed on cards suitable for mailing as post cards, but without123

124 postage, as follows:
$

125 APPLICATION FOR ABSENT VOTING BALLOT
(s. 8 1(f), c. 54, (J.L.)126

127 To the Registrars of Voters or Election Commissioners:

128 1 hereby apply for an absent voting ballot for the special state
129 election or the biennial state election to be held on
130 My name is
131 (Please Print)

94 COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
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132 1 vote from
133 (Street and Number)
134 Mail ballot to
135 (Your Signature Here)
136

(Street and Number)137
*l3B

139 (City or Town) (State)
(If you are unable to vote in person by reason of physical140

disability ALSO complete this part of the application.)141
I hereby certify that I will be unable by reason of physical142

disability to cast my vote in person at the polling place on the143
day of the election.144

145
(Your Signature Here)146 (Your Signature Here) (Date)

(Have the following certificate completed by your147
Doctor, Hospital Superintendent, Attending Registered148
or Licensed Practical Nurse, or an Ordained Minister,149

150 Priest, Rabbi or Christian Science Practitioner, unless a
151 certificate of your permanent disability has already been
152 filed with said city or town clerk)
153 1 certify that the applicant
154 personally known to me, will by reason of physical disability be
155 unable to cast his vote at the polling place on the day of election

Name.156
157 Address
158 Designation

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 103 D and inserting in place
thereof the following section:

9

*
3
4 Section 103D. Application for an official absent voting

ballot to be furnished to such resident referred to in section one
hundred and three C may be made to the clerk of the city or
town in which such resident is registered as a voter, or in which
he has been determined to be qualified to vote as provided in
section one hundred and three J, by any registered voter of the

5
6
7
8
9
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10 commonwealth who is kindred of such resident. The applicant
shall state therein his name, the city or town in which he is
registered as a voter, together with the street and number of his
address, if any, the name of the resident in whose behalf the
application is made, the place of such resident’s legal residence
on January first of the current year, or on such subsequent date
when he first became a legal resident of such city or town, and
the address to which such ballot is to be mailed. The applicant]
shall also make a statement of his relationship to such resident,
and shall sign the same, under the penalties of perjury.

1 1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Any form of written communication from such a resident,
evidencing a desire that an absent voting ballot be sent to him for
use in voting at an election shall be given the same effect as an
application for an absent voting ballot made in a form prescribed
by law, and any such communication, whether or not in the form
of any application so prescribed, shall, if such resident is not a
registered voter, be given the same effect as an application to
qualify him for voting made by kindred in compliance with
section one hundred and three J. No such communication shall
be acted upon adversely except after investigation by the regis-
trars of voters or election commissioners, as the case may be.

20
21
99

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 103 O and inserting in place2

thereof the following section:3
Section 103 O. The state secretary or the clerk of each city4

or town in which absent voting is permitted shall prepare, in such5
quantities as may be deemed necessary, the following papers:6

(a) Blank forms of applications for official absent voting7
ballots worded substantially as follows:8

9 1, , a duly registered voter of the city or town
10 (name of applicant)
11 of
12 (Name of City or Town where Applicant is registered as a Voter)
13 residing at in such city or town,
14 (Street and Number)

do hereby make application for an official absent voting ballot15
16 for the lobe
17 (Name of Election)
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18 held in on ,19on
(Name of City or Town)19

20 for who
21 (Name of Person in Service or spouse or dependent)
22 is serving (or who is the of
23 (spouse, parent or child)
24 .who is serving in the

United States with the rank or
26 (branch or type of service)
27 title of , and a duly qualified voter
28 at in the city or town
29 (Street and Number)
30 of , and, as I believe, entitled to
31 (Name of City or Town)
32 vote at said election in Precinct , Ward , in
33 the city or town of , said ballot to be mailed
34 to
35 1 hereby further declare that 1 am the of
36 (relationship)

the person in whose behalf this application is made37
38 signed under the penalties of perjury
39 (Not to be filled in by applicant)

We, the undersigned, a majority of the registrars of votersof40
41 hereby certify that
42 (name of city or town) (name of person
43 is qualified to vote
44 in whose behalf application is made)
45 at the election in Precinct Ward .......of
46 the city or town of , and is entitled

to vote therein at such election.47
(Four blank lines for signatures of registrars)48

(b) Blank forms of affidavit to be printed on envelope for.49 iis
/ ic*n rv iwiino wi ui nuam iw j'univu ou oiiyoiupv iwi

50 enclosing official absent voting ballot tumished to person whose
51 name is included in the current annual register ol voters, worded
52 substantially as follows
53 I,

,
serving (or being the

54 (spouse.
55 of who is serving)

56 parent or child)
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57 in the United States with the
58 (branch or type of service)
59 rank or title of , do hereby make oath that I am
60 a registered voter in the city or town of )

61 Massachusetts, at in Precinct
62 (street and number)
63 , Ward ; that the place where I now am is
64 not the municipality in which I am registered as a voter; th^s.65 1 have carefully read the instructions forwarded to me with the
66 ballot herein enclosed, and that I have marked and sealed the
67 within ballot as stated hereon by the person taking my oath.
68 (Signature of Voter)
69 Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of
70 , 19 ... ; and 1 hereby certify that when I was alone
71 with the affiant he showed me the ballot herein enclosed
72 unmarked, and then in my presence, marked the same without
73 my seeing how he marked it, after which he sealed said ballot in
74 this envelope. I had no communication with the affiant as to how

he was to vote.75
Name of officer .
Residence or unit

76
77

Official title or military78
or naval rank79

80 Date of expiration of commission of
81 notary public or justice of the
82 peace
83 (c) Blank forms of affidavit to be printed on envelope for
84 enclosing absent voting ballot furnished to resident determined
85 to be cjualified to vote as provided in section one hundred and
86 three J, worded substantially as follows:
87 1, serving (or being the
88 (spouse, £

’

89 of who is serving)
90 parent or child)
91 in the United States with the
92 (branch or type of service)
93 rank or title of , do hereby make oath that on
94 the first day of January last year I was a legal resident of
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95 at
(city or town and state) (street and number)96

that on the first day of January this year I was a legal resident97
98 of atat

(city or town and state) (street and number)99
100 and that I am now a legal resident of
101 (city or town and state)

.4*02 at ; that I was born on
103 (street and number) (date of birth)
104 in ; and that I have
105 (city or town and state or country)

been a legal resident of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts106
107 one year and of the city or town of

six months next preceding the election at which I claim this right108
109 to vote.
110 Signed under the penalties of perjury
111 Name of officer

Residence or unit112
Official title or military113

or naval rank114
Date of expiration of commission of115

116 notary public or justice of the
117 peace

(d) Blank forms of application for qualification of federal118
119 service personnel for voting as provided in section one hundred
120 and three J, worded substantially as follows:
121 I, , a duly registered voter of the
122 (name of applicant)
123 city or town of
124 (name of city or town where applicant is
125 , residing at ,

registered as a voter) (street and number)
127 hereby make oath that
128 (name of person in whose behalf
129 is now serving (or is the
130 application is made) (spouse
131 of who is now serving) in theof
132 parent or child)
133 United States ;;that on January
134 (branch or type of service)
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135 first of last year he was a legal resident of
136 (city or town and state)
137 at and, on January first of this year,
138 (street and number)
139 of at ;at

(city or town and state) (street and number)140
141 that he is now a legal resident of
142 (city or town and state)
143 at ; that he was born in
144 (street and number) (city
145 on
146 or town and state or country) (date of birth)or town and state or country)

and that he has legally resided in the commonwealth of Massa-147
148 chusetts for one year and in the city or town of
149 for six months next preceding the election at
150 which his right to vote is now being claimed.
151 I hereby further declare that lam
152 (degree of relationship)

of the person herein named in whose behalf this application for153
qualification for voting at said election is being made.154

155 (Signature of applicant) (Date).
. ~ 19.

156 Personally appeared before me the above named
157 and made oath that the foregoing statements are true to the best
158 of his knowledge and belief.
159

( Registrar of Voters)160
(If the person on whose behalf the application is made is a161

naturalized citizen or has derived United States citizenship162
through the naturalization of another, the registrars shall record163
in the space below, from the papers presented by the applicant,164
the facts required to show the citizenship of such person.)165

166 (Not to be filled in by applicant)
We, the undersigned, a majority of the registrars of voters of167

168 the city or town of acting under
169 authority of section one hundred and three J of chapter
170 fifty-four of the General Laws, do hereby determine that
171 (name
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172 is (is not)
173 of person in whose behalf application is made)
174 qualified to vote at the to be held
175 (name of election)
176 in Precinct , Ward >of the city or town ofJ

177 on 19 ...
.

178 (four blank lines for signatures of registrars of voters)
179 (e) Blank forms of report of police investigation, worded

.<£) substantially as follows: -

181 This is to certify that, after investigation, I find that, on
182 January first of this year
183 (name of person in whose
184 was a legal resident of
185 behalf application is made)
186 , and that he is now a legal
187 (city or town and state)
188 resident of at
189 (city or town and state) (street and number)
190 This information was furnished to me by
191 (name of informant)
192 residing at
193 (place of residence of informant)
194 (Signed)
195 (Police Officer)
196 (f) Suitable forms of certificates of listing and notices to
197 registrars of voters of other cities or towns.

4
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