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By Mr. Feeney of Boston, petition of Charles J. Dunn for a

change in the law relative to the payment of pensions to certain
judges. The Judiciary.
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An Act relative to judges’ pensions.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled , and by the authority of the same, as

follows:

1 SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section 65A of chapter
2 32 of the General Laws as most recently amended by section 4
3 of chapter 859 of the acts of 1969 is hereby further amended
4 by striking out the words “of the annual rate of salary payable
5 to him at the time of such retirement” and inserting in place

6 thereof the following words: —of the current salary ot the

7 office from which he retired.

1 SECTION 2. Section 65A of chapter 32 of the General

2 Laws is hereby amended by striking out the second and third
3 paragraphs thereof, as most recently amended by section 1 ol

4 chapter 513 of the acts of 1969 and by chapter 765 of the
5 acts of 1968 respectively, and inserting in place thereof the
6 following paragraph: -

7 A chief justice, justice, associate justice, judge or associate

8 judge of any such court or courts who, after having served in
* 9 any such office or offices at least ten years continuously, and

10 having attained the age of seventy years, or who, after having
11 served in any such office or ottices at least fitteen years
12 continuously and having attained the age of sixty-five years,
13 retires from or resigns his office, shall thereupon be entitled to
14 receive a pension for life at an annual rate equal to three-
-15 fourths of the current salary of the office from which he
16 retired or resigned, to be paid from the same source and in the

17 >ame manner as the salaries of like judicial officers of his court
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are paid. A chief justice, justice, associate justice, judge or
associate judge of any such court or courts who has not served
ten years continuously upon his retirement upon attaining the
age of seventy shall thereupon be entitled to receive a pension
for life at an annual rate equal to ten percent of three-fourths
of the current salary of the office from which he retired
multiplied by the number of years and fractions thereof
consisting of a month or more which he has served to be paid£?
from the same source and in the same manner as the salaries of
like judicial officers of his court are paid. For the purposes of
this paragraph a year of previous service as a special justice
shall be computed by dividing the number of days of actual
sittings in such capacity by three hundred, whether or not such
sittings occurred in one calendar or fiscal year. A chief justice,
justice, associate justice, judge or associate judge of any such
court or courts shall be deemed to have served continuously,
although a period not in excess of thirty days shall have
intervened between the holding of one judicial office and the
holding of another judicial office.
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SECTION 3. Section 658 of chapter 32 of the General
Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 33 of the acts of
1969, is hereby further amended by inserting after the second
paragraph the following paragraph:

1
i

3
4

Upon the increase in current salary of a special justice of a
district court, including the municipal court of the city of
Boston, or a special judge of probate and insolvency, the
pension of a special justice or judge who is retired or has
resigned from a like judicial office shall be increased by the
same proportion as such a salary was increased.
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SECTION 4. The first paragraph of section 65C of
General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 699 of the
acts of 1968, is hereby further amended by striking out the
second sentence thereof and inserting in its place the following
three sentences: -

1
i

4

Such lesser annual rate shall be determined so that the value,
on the date of such retirement or resignation, of the prospec-
tive payments to such judge and to such widow shall be the

6
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9 actuarial equivalent of the value of the pension for life to
10 which such a judge is entitled under the provision of section
1 1 sixty-five A based on the annual rate payable to him at the
12 time of retirement or resignation or section sixty-five B based
13 on the appropriate calculation on the date of retirement or
14 resignation. If there is an increase in the salaries of like judicial
15 officers of his court during the judge’s life, his pension under

*l6 this section shall be increased in the same proportion as the
17 like judicial officer’s salary is increased. In the case of any such
18 increase in pension, the widow will receive annually two-thirds
19 of the amount the judge was receiving at his death.

1 SECTION 5. The third paragraph of section 65C of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 931 of the
3 acts of 1971, is hereby stricken and the following paragraph is
4 inserted in place thereof:
5 If a judge forty-five years of age or over but under age
6 seventy who would be entitled, upon resigning, to a pension
7 for life under section sixty-five A, except for not having
8 attained age seventy, or if a judge forty-five years of age or
9 over but under age sixty-five who would be entitled upon

10 resigning to a pension under said section sixty-five A, except
11 for not having attained age sixty-five, or if a judge fifty-five
12 years of age or over but under age sixty-five who would be
13 entitled, upon resigning, to a pension for life under section
14 sixty-five B, except for not having attained age sixty-five, dies
15 before resigning, his widow shall receive a pension for life
16 computed as provided in the second paragraph except that, in
17 making such computation, the proportion of the annual rate of
18 salary payable to a judge under section sixty-five A or the
19 proportion of the average yearly earning for the required years

* ’0 of service payable to a judge under section sixty-five B shall be
21 reduced by one percent for each year or part thereof by which
22 the date of death precedes the attainment of the age at which
23 the judge would have received, upon resigning, his pension for
24 life under section sixty-five A or sixty-five B respectively.
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