
448 ACTS, 1975. — C H A P S . 421,422,423. 

Section 1 of chapter 479 of the acts of 1966 is hereby amended 
by striking out, in line 5, the word "ten" and inserting in place 
thereof the word: — twenty. Approved July 8,1975. 

Chap. 421 . A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE TREASURER OF THE CITY 
OF PITTSFIELD TO DEDUCT MONIES FROM PENSIONS 
AND RETIREMENT ALLOWANCES FOR DEPOSIT IN 
CREDIT UNIONS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, 

the treasurer of the city of Pittsfield shall deduct from the 
pension or retirement allowance of a retired employee of said 
city such sum as such retired employee may specify in writing 
and shall transmit the same to a credit union designated by 
such retired employee. Approved July 8,1975. 

Chap. 422. A N ACT REGULATING THE TERMINATION OF UTILITY 
SERVICES TO CERTAIN PERSONS SIXTY-FIVE YEARS 
OF AGE OR OLDER. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 164 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding 

the following section: — 
Section 124E. No gas or electric company shall shut off gas or 

electric service to any household in which all residents are sixty-
five years of age or older, for failure to pay an outstanding in
debtedness for said service without first complying with all 
rules and regulations of the department related thereto. 

The department shall promulgate such rules and regulations 
as are necessary to ensure that termination of service shall be 
authorized only after said company has complied with such 
reasonable methods of collection as may be approved by the 
department. Approved July 8,1975. 

Chap. 423. A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF BEVERLY TO RE
DRAW ITS WARD LINES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Notwithstanding any provision of the law to the contrary, the 

city of Beverly may by vote of its board of aldermen redraw the 
lines of its six wards so that the population within the said wards 
may be nearly as equal as possible; provided, that no precinct 
shall be established which includes all or part of more than one 
representative district; and provided further, that, notwith-
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standing the provisions of section one of chapter fifty-four of the 
General Laws, the local election districts review commission 
shall review the redrawn ward lines only. Such redrawn ward 
lines shall be in effect for the municipal election to be held in the 
year nineteen hundred and seventy-five and all subsequent mu
nicipal elections. Approved July 8,1915. 

Chap. 424. A N ACT ESTABLISHING A TEMPORARY SYSTEM 
FOR THE REVIEW OF CHARGES FOR THE PURCHASE 
OF HOSPITAL CARE IN THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas, .The deferred operation of this act would tend to de
feat its purpose, which is to stabilize hospital charges until the 
implementation of comprehensive legislation providing for a 
system to control the costs of purchasing hospital care in the 
commonwealth, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer
gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. As used in this act, unless the context otherwise re
quires, the following words shall have the following meanings: — 

"Base period", the twelve month period from April first, nine
teen hundred and seventy-four, through March thirty-first, nine
teen hundred and seventy-five. 

"Commission", the rate setting commission established under 
section thirty-two of chapter six A of the General Laws. 

"Charges", the amount to be billed or charged by a hospital to 
the general public for health supplies, care, services and accom
modations in effect on October first, nineteen hundred and 
seventy-four, other than the differential between average 
weighted semi-private room and board charges and private 
room and board charges. "Charges" shall also include, in the 
case of health supplies, care, services or accommodations not 
offered by the hospital on October first, nineteen hundred and 
seventy-four but offered prior to April fifteenth, nineteen hun
dred and seventy-five, or offered for the first time after that date 
but for which notice was filed with the commission prior to that 
date, the amount billed or charged by a hospital to the general 
public for such health supplies, care, services or accom
modations on the date such supplies, care, services or accom
modations were first offered. 

"Hospital", any institution whether operated for profit or 
charity, which is advertised, announced, established or main
tained for the purpose of providing diagnosis, medical, surgical 
or restorative treatment for patients within the institution and 
which is licensed as a hospital by the department of public 
health under section fifty-one of chapter one hundred and eleven 
of the General Laws. 


