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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133, May 14, 1973.

the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill No.
1334 entitled “AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE ADVISORY COUN-

CIL ON EDUCATION TO RECEIVE FUNDS FROM FEDERAL
AGENCIES AND FOUNDATIONS.”

This legislation would authorize the Advisory Council on Educa-
tion to seek, accept and administer grants from private foundations
and federal agencies. I support the underlying concept of this legisla-
tion. I agree that the Council should have the authority to accept and
administer appropriate grants.

I am, however, concerned that the consequences of this legislation
might be more far-reaching than its sponsors intend. Our experience
indicates that applications for federal grants frequently have the ef-
fect of committing the commonwealth to participating in certain
programs and, in some instances, to providing matching funds. In
order to assure that any such obligations are incurred only after
appropriate administrative review, I am returning this bill with the
recommendation that it be amended to include a requirement that
applications for federal grants be subject to the approval of the Com-
missioner of Administration.

I therefore recommend that the bill be amended as follows:
By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place

thereof the following:
Section 1H of chapter 15 of the General Laws is hereby amended

by adding the following paragraph;
At the direction of the council, the director ofresearch may seek,

accept and administer specific grants from private foundations and
federal agencies; provided that such applications for federal grants
shall be subject to the approval of the commissioner of administr-
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ation. Said grants shall be kept in a separate fund in the state
treasury and shall be disbursed by the state treasurer at the direction
of the council for the purposes for which such grants may be made.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor,m

Commonwealth ofMassachusetts
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