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In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the
Amendments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith.
House Bill No. 6566 entitled "AN ACT REGULATING THE CONDUCT
OF MOTOR VEHICLE DAMAGE APPRAISERS."

This legislation would insert in our statutes a number of
requirements governing the making of appraisals by certain
motor vehicle damage appraisers.

I do not believe that it is entirely clear that the pro-
visions of this legislation would apply to all motor vehicle
damage appraisers. In its present form, this bill would ap-
pear to apply only to licensed appraisers working for insurers.
The statute which sets forth the licensing requirements for
appraisers refers to those who "...make such appraisals on
behalf of any person including, but not limited to, an insur-
ance company or any person engaged in the business of repair-
ing such damage..." (G.L. c.175 5.113L). I am, therefore,
recommending that if it is determined that this legislation
is required, it should clearly place similar burdens on all
such licensed appraisers.

I am also recommending that the fourth, fifth and sixth
sentences of the engrossed bill be deleted. The Commissioner
of Insurance has advised me that every policy which provides
coverage against fire, theft, or collision also contains ex-
plicit provisions regarding the procedure to be followed
whenever there is a disagreement between the insurer and the
claimant as to the repair cost. Each party selects an arbi-
trator and they in turn select a third arbitrator. I believe
that those provisions do protect the claimant from inappro-
priate offers.

By striking out all after the enacting clause and in-
serting in place thereof the following: -
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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES!

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows
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Section 1.13 M of chapter 175 of the General Laws, Inserted
by section 1 of chapter 1078 of the acts of 1371, is hereby
amended by inserting after the second paragraph the following
paragraph

3ach licensee, while engaged in appraisal duties, shall
carry such license issued to him by the commissioner and shall

ay it, upon request, to any owner whose vehicle is baina
appraised, to any representative of an insurer involved in the
claim, to any person engaged in the business of repairing, or A

■ of the commissioner. The *to any authorized representativ
licensee, if acting on behalf of an insurer or owner, si

Ed appraisal with the personi
irs, and, if acting on behalf of a persona

elected to wake repairs, shall provide a legible copy of hisal

praisals shall identify theappraisal to the insurer. Such a

n ordering said appraisal, the insurance company and file
number if known, the number of the appraiser's license, and

number of the appraised vehicle. Said ap~
raisal shall designate whether the damage is old or recen

and related or unrelated to any accident. Licensees shall
not estimate costs of repairs to any appraised vehicle on the

used equipment or parts which material
vehicle.
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