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By Mr. Norton of Fall River and MacLean of Fairhaven, petition
of Thomas C. Norton, William Q. MacLean, Jr., James A.
O’Brien, Jr., John J. Long, Carlton M. Viveiros, Manual Raposa, Jr.,
and Matthew J. Kuss for legislation to protect sound recordings from
unauthorized reproductions. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to immediately protect sound record-
-3 ings from unauthorized use, therefore it is hereby declared to be
4 an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of
5 the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 266 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 the following section;
3 Section 143. Whoever directly or indirectly by any means,
4 shall knowingly transfer or cause to be transferred any sounds
5 recorded on a phonograph record, disc, wire, tape, film or other
6 article on which sounds are recorded, with intent to sell, or cause
7 to be sold, or to use or cause to be used for profit through public
8 performance, such article on which such sounds are so trans-
-9 ferred, without the consent of the owner, or whoever sells any

10 such article with the knowledge that the sounds thereon have
11 been so transferred thereon without the consent of the owner
12 shall be punished by a fine of not more than five thousand dol-
-13 lars or by imprisonment for not more than one year. For the
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14 purpose of this section the word “owner” shall mean the person
15 who owns the master phonograph record, master disc, master
16 tape, master film or other device used for reproducing recorded
17 sounds on phonograph records, discs, tapes, films or other arti-
-18 cles on which sound is recorded, and from which the transferred
19 recorded sounds are directly or indirectly derived, provided fur-

-20 ther, nothing con ained in this section shall be construed to ap-
-21 ply to any person lawfully entitled to use or cause to be used
22 such sounds for profit through public performance, who transfers
23 or causes to be transferred any such sounds as part of a radio or
24 television broadcast or for archival preservation.
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