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Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Sirianni of Winthrop,

for a Resolve creating a special commission to study the legalization
of acupuncture and the licensing of practitioners of acupuncture in
the Commonwealth (House, No. 6436). June 21.

®f)c Commontoealtf) of jHaSSadbugettsi
t In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three.

An Act to provide for the registration of persons to
PRACTICE ACUPUNCTURE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 13 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 79, under the caption Board of
3 Registration in Acupuncture, the following new sections: -

4 Section 80. There shall be a Board of Registration in
5 acupuncture, in this section and section 81 referred to as the
6 board, to consist of five members to be appointed by the
7 Governor one of whom shall be a person meeting the require-
-8 ments to be licensed as a doctor of acupuncture under the
9 provisions of Chapter 112 of the General Laws, one of whom

10 shall be a teacher of the practice of acupuncture, one of whom
11 shall meet the requirements to be licensed as an acupuncture
12 assistant under the provisions of Chapter 112 of the General
13 Laws, one of whom shall be a physician licensed to practice
14 medicine in the Commonwealth and one of whom shall be a
15 consumer of health services who shall not be engaged in the
l6 delivery of health care and whose background and interest shall
17 enable him to act in the broad public interest.
18 Members of the board shall serve for a term of five years. No
19 member who has served a full five year term shall be appointed
20 to succeed himself. Members shall serve without compensation
21 but shall be reimbursed for travel expenses and other expenses
22 necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties.
23 The Governor shall have the power to remove any member of
24 the board for cause, provided, however, that no member shall be
25 so removed without being informed in writing at least thirty days
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26
27

If a vacancy should occur on the board, the Governor shall
appoint a successor to serve for the remainder of the unexpired
term.

28
29
30

Section 81. The board shall at its first meeting, and at each
annual meeting thereafter, elect from among its membership a
chairman, a vice-chairman and a secretary. Such officers shall fej
serve until their successors are elected and qualified.

31
32
33
34
35 The board shall meet at least four times annually and shall

meet upon the call of the chairman or the secretary or upon the
written request of any two members of the board. Three
members of the board shall constitute a quorum.

36
37
38

The board shall through regulations set standards and qualifi-
cations for the licensing of persons to practice acupuncture and
shall administer examinations and issue licenses for the practice
of acupuncture. The board shall approve all schools established
and all courses of study offered in the Commonwealth for the
training of persons to practice acupuncture and shall annually
review the curriculum of said schools or said courses of study.

39
40
4i
42
43
44
45
46 The board shall adopt such rules and regulations as are

necessary for the conduct of its business and shall be authorized
to hire such assistants and other personnel and to call upon or
hire such technical advisors, medical experts or other consultants
as it deems necessary to carry out its duties.

47
48
49
50

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section 129, under the caption
Registration of Persons to Practice Acupuncture, the following
new sections:

2
3
4
5 Section 130. The following words as used in sections 130

through 140 inclusive shall have the following definitions unless
the context clearly requires otherwise: “Acupuncture”, the
insertion of needles into the human body by piercing the skin of
the body for the purposes of controlling and regulating the flow
and balance of energy in the body.

6
7
8
9

10
11 “Acupuncture assistant”, a person licensed under the pro-

visions of this Chapter as an acupuncture assistant who assists in
the practice of acupuncture under the direct supervision of a
person licensed under the provisions of this Chapter as a doctor
of acupuncture.

12
13
14
15

“Board” the board of registration in acupuncture.16

in advance of said removal of the reasons for his removal and of
his right to a hearing with counsel.
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17 “Doctor of Acupuncture” a person who has been licensed
under the provisions of this Chapter to practice the art of healing
known as acupuncture.

18
19
20 Section 131. No person shall engage in the practice of

acupuncture as a doctor of acupuncture or as an acupuncture
assistant unless he has first met the requirements of this Chapter
and has received a license under the provisions of this Chapter
issued by the board. Any person wishing to obtain a license to
practice acupuncture shall make application to the board in such
manner and on such forms as the board may by regulation
prescribe, shall pay an examination fee of $lO.OO, and shall
present evidence to the board that he is at least twenty-one years
of age, a resident of the Commonwealth, a citizen of the United
States and that he has met the educational requirements specified
in this Chapter for licensure, provided however that a person who
is not a citizen of the United States may make application to the
board if he has filed a declaration of intention to become a
citizen and files or has filed a petition for naturalization within
thirty days of becoming eligible to do so.

21
22
23

4 24
*25

26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36 Section 132. The board shall issue a license to an applicant

to practice as a doctor of acupuncture if the applicant meets the
following requirements:

37
38
39 (a) he submits evidence that he is at least twenty-one years of

age, a resident of the Commonwealth and a citizen of the United
States, or, if he is not a citizen of the United States, that he has
filed a declaration of intention to become a citizen and files or
has filed a petition for naturalization within thirty days of
becoming eligible to do so;

40
41
42
43
44
45 (b) he is of good moral character;
46 (c) he has completed an approved course of training in

acupuncture of at least three years of study in the Common-
wealth or another state in the country, or he has obtained a
license or certificate from the government of the Republic of
China, the Peoples’ Republic of China, Korea, Japan, Great
Britain, or Canada which certifies that the applicant has the
qualifications to practice as a doctor of acupuncture.

47
48

* 49
50
51
52
53 (d) he has practiced acupuncture for at least five years and

presents evidence satisfactory to the board to that effect;54
55 (e) he passes an examination for doctor of acupuncture

administered by the board, and56
57 (f) he pays an initial registration fee of $lOO.OO
58 The board shall issue a license to an applicant to practice as an
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59 acupuncture assistant if the applicant meets the following
60 requirements:
61 (a) he submits evidence that he is at least twenty-one years of
62 age, a resident of the Commonwealth and a citizen of the United
63 States, or, if he is not a citizen of the United States that he has
64 filed a declaration of intention to become a citizen and files or
65 has filed a petition for naturalization within thirty days of
66 becoming eligible to do so; '

67 (b) he is of good moral character;
68 (c) he has completed an approved course of training to
69 become an acupuncture assistant in the Commonwealth or
70 another state in the country, or he has obtained a license or
71 certificate from the government of the Republic of China, the
72 Peoples’ Republic of China, Korea, Japan, Great Britain or
73 Canada which certifies that the applicant has the qualifications to
74 practice acupuncture.
75 (d) he agrees in writing to practice only under the supervision
76 of a licensed doctor of acupuncture;
77 (e) he passes an examination for acupuncture assistant admin-
-78 istered by the board, and
79 (f) he pays an initial registration fee of $50.00.
80 Section 133. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 131
81 and 132 of this Chapter, the board may grant a license to an
82 applicant to practice as a doctor of acupuncture or as an
83 acupuncture assistant without examination if the applicant at the
84 time of application holds a valid license or certificate from
85 another state in the country and if, at the time of issuance of said
86 license or certificate, the requirements of that state for licensure
87 or certification were substantially the same as those of the board.
88 Section 134. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 131
89 and 132 of this Chapter the board may issue a provisional license
90 with or without examination to an applicant for a license to
91 practice as a doctor of acupuncture or as an acupuncture^
92 assistant if the applicant is not a resident of the Commonwealth
93 or if the applicant is not a citizen of the United States and has
94 not filed a declaration of intention to become a citizen, if the
95 applicant meets all of the other requirements of this Chapter.
96 Any provisional license so issued shall be valid for no more than
97 six months and shall be subject to renewal no more often than
98 once. Any person making af plication for a provisional license
99 under the provision of this section shall file with the board at the
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*

100 time of application the names of at least two persons who are
licensed to practice acupuncture or who are licensed to practice
medicine in the Commonwealth who shall certify to the board
that the applicant is of good moral character and otherwise
suitable to practice acupuncture in the Commonwealth.

101
102
103
104
105 Section 135. The board shall examine applicants for licen-

sure to practice as a doctor of acupuncture or as an acupuncture
assistant at such time and in such places as it may determine,
provided however that the board shall administer an examination
for doctor of acupuncture at least twice annually and an
examination for acupuncture assistant at least twice annually. A
person who has made application to the board for licensure and
meets all of the requirements of the board and of this chapter for
licensure except that he has not taken the examination may be
issued a temporary license to practice until such time as the next
examination following his application is administered by the
board and provided that said applicant takes that examination.
Any applicant who fails to pass an examination administered by
the board may take a second examination upon payment of an
additional examination fee of $lO.OO, provided however that no
person failing to pass an examination shall be issued a temporary
license under this section. The board may require any person
failing to pass a second examination to complete additional
courses of training prior to making reapplication to the board for
licensure and examination.

106
.107
*OB

109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125 Section 136. Every person licensed under the provisions of

this Chapter as a doctor of acupuncture or as an acupuncture
assistant, except those persons holding a provisional license under
the provisions of section 134 of this Chapter, shall annually on
the date of their birthday apply to the board for renewal of their
license upon payment of a renewal fee of $50.00 for a doctor of
acupuncture or a renewal fee of $25.00 for an acupuncture
assistant. Any person whose birth date comes within six months
of the date of issuance of their original license shall not be
subject to a renewal application until the second birth date
following issuance of the original license, and then annually
thereafter. Any person failing to make application for license
renewal as required in this section shall be considered to be
without a license and shall be subject to licensure only upon
making application for an original license. Any person failing to
pay the renewal fee shall have his license suspended until such

126
127
128
129
130
131

� 132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
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141 time as the fee is paid, provided that if said fee is not paid within
three months of renewal, the license shall be revoked and
renewed only upon application to the board for an original
license. The board may make exceptions to the provisions of this
section other than those for annual renewal of licensure if it finds
in writing good and sufficient cause therefor and provided that
any such exception shall be subject to appeal and hearing at the
request of any five individuals subject to the provisions of thiw ,

section or at the request of the chairman or any two members orr
the board.

142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151 Section 137. Each person licensed under the provisions of

this Chapter as a doctor of acupuncture or as an acupuncture
assistant shall record his name, date of birth, business address and
residential address and, in the case of an acupuncture assistant,
the name, business address and residential address of the doctor
of acupuncture under whose supervision he is practicing, with the
board. The board shall maintain a list of all persons so registered
with the board which list shall include the person’s name,
business address, date of birth, date of issuance of the original
license and, in the case of an acupuncture assistant, the name of
the supervising doctor of acupuncture.

152
153
154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162 Section 138. The board may refuse to issue or renew or may

suspend or revoke a license issued under this Chapter if it finds
the applicant or holder thereof to:

163
164
165 (a) be guilty of fraud or intentional misrepresentation or

deception in making application or in taking the examination;166
167 (b) be guilty of unprofessional conduct;
168 (c) be convicted of a felony or of any offense involving moral

turpitude or the illegal use, possession or distribution of any
controlled substance;

169
170
171 (d) be guilty of gross malpractice, deceptive advertising,

habitual drunkenness or addiction to the use of narcotic drugs;
(e) have sustained a physical or mental disability which %

renders practice dangerous or to have been adjudicated incom-
petent or insane, or to

172
173
174
175
176 (f) have been found in violation of any of the provisions of

this Chapter as they relate to the practice of acupuncture.177
178 The board shall not suspend or revoke or refuse to issue or

renew any license unless the applicant or holder thereof has
received written notice at least thirty days in advance of such
action as to the reasons therefor and his right to a hearing with
counsel.

179
180
181
182
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183 Section 139. No person shall maintain a school for the
184 training of persons to practice acupuncture or offer a course of
185 training in the practice of acupuncture unless such school or
186 course of training has been approved by the board in accordance
187 with and subject to regulations adopted by the board. The board
188 shall review at least annually the curriculum of any such school
189 or course of training approved by the board and may continue,

revoke or suspend its approval.
191 Section 140. Whoever, not being licensed under the provi-
-192 sions of this Chapter to practice as a doctor of acupuncture or as
193 an acupuncture assistant, holds himself out to be a doctor of
194 acupuncture or an acupuncture assistant or engages in the
195 practice of acupuncture and whoever is found to be in violation
196 of any of the provisions of section 130 through section 139
197 inclusive of this Chapter shall be subject to a fine of not less than
198 fifty nor more than two hundred dollars or by imprisonment for
199 three months or both for a first offense and for any subsequent
200 offense to a fine of not less than two hundred nor more than five
201 hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not less than three nor
202 more than six months, or both.

1 SECTION 3. Upon the first time that the Governor makes
2 the appointments to the board under section 1 of this act, one
3 person shall be appointed for a term of one year, one person for
4 a term of two years, one person for a term of three years, one
5 person for a term of four years, and one person for a term of five
6 years. Thereafter all appointments shall be for a term of five
7 years.

1 SECTION 4. The provisions of this act are severable and
2 should any section or part thereof of this act be found to be null

and void, such finding shall not effect the remaining provisions.




