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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representativesr

I am returning, herewith, without my approval.
House Bill No. 6719 entitled HAN ACT INCREASING THE SALARY
OF THE TECHNICAL ASSISTANT OF THE MIDDLESEX REGISTRY OF
DEEDS IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT."

At the present time the salary of the Technical
Assistant is the same as that of the Technical Assistant
of the Suffolk Registry of Deeds (G.L. c. 185 s. 10A).
As a result of the recently enacted salary increases,
(Statutes 1973, Chapter 428), the amount involved is
$18,562.50.

This bill would provide that only this Technical
Assistant be paid 65% of the salary of a judge of the
Land Court (now $33,000). Thus, if this bill were to
become law, the Technical Assistant for Southern Mid-
dlesex would be paid an annual salary of $21,450.00.

I am not persuaded that there is sufficient reason
to require the Middlesex County taxpayers to support
this additional salary increase. Of even greater
importance than the question of whether there are com-
pelling reasons to justify such an increase, is the re-
lationship of this proposed salary to those of others
who serve in somewhat similar capacities. This is
special legislation applicable to only one person which
would authorize a salary in excess of that paid to any
register of deeds, except the Register in Suffolk County.
The proposed salary would exceed that now paid to the
Deputy Recorder and to the Chief Title Examiner of the
Land Court who advise every county concerning land
registration. lam not willing to approve legislation
which exacerbates existing inequities. In addition, I
know of no substantial reason for giving only this
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position the benefit of having a salary which is determined
by the salary authorized for a judge of the Land Court.

For the above reasons. I cannot in good conscience
approve the measure and I return the bill without my
approval.
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