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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval. House
Bill No. 6657 entitled "AN ACT PROHIBITING THE TRANSPORTATION
OF CHILDREN ATTENDING THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WITHOUT THE PRIOR
WRITTEN CONSENT OF THEIR PARENTS OR LEGAL GUARDIANS."

I do so to save the racial imbalance law and to main-
tain our commitment to quality education for all children.
This commitment is rooted in both the Constitution of the
United States and in the Constitution of the Commonwealth;
it has been affirmed by our courts; and, it has been cour-
ageously supported by members of the General Court.

The legislation which I reject today would have gutted
the racial imbalance law. It also raised major constitu-
tional issues. During the debate on this bill, I urged
the Senate to seek guidance from the Supreme Judicial
Court on these issues. Although such an opinion request
was made, this bill was placed on my desk before the
Court had responded. Since those constitutional questions
remained unanswered, I requested an opinion of the Supreme
Judicial Court.

Today the Court has replied to my request. All of
the Justices of the Court agreed that the bill is
unconstitutional because "it promotes and preserves
segregated schools in the Commonwealth, and thus... involves
the State in racial discrimination”.

I cannot in good conscience approve House Bill No. 6657
and I return the bill without my approval. I urge your
support of this veto.

These actions, however, do not deal with the real
concerns of many parents who wish to have their children
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educated .in their own cortununities, near their own homes.
Nor do those actions achieve the overriding goal of auality
equal education for all children.

Therefore, today, I also renew my offer to work with
you on genuine improvements in the racial imbalance law.
Vie can have equal education. V’e can meet the real concerns
of the parents of all our children.

I call upon the leadership of both branches and both
parties to work with me to achieve these goals.
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