
HOUSE No. 7133

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTmi
WANCtS W. SARGENT June 29, 1973

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE CF REPRESENTATIVES:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval.
House Bill No. 6778 entitled "AN ACT AUTHORIZING THE
LICENSING BOARD OF THE TOWN OF NANTUCKET TO ISSUE
ANNUAL ALL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES LICENSES TO CERTAIN
HOLDERS OF SEASONAL ALL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES LICENSES."

Under the provisions of this legislation, the
Nantucket Licensing Board would be authorized to
issue annual alcoholic beverage licenses to individuals
currently holding seasonal alcoholic beverage licenses.

G.L. c.138 5.17 currently limits, according to
the population of each city and town, the number of annual
licenses which may be issued by local authorities. Legis-
lation which I have filed. House Bill No. 6090 - my pro-
posal for reorganizing the Department of Consumer Affairs
- would abolish this "quota system". We should and this
system so that any person who receives appropriate local
approval may be issued a license.

I believe that these licensing decisions should bo
made by local officials unfettered by a "quota system".
Then, legislation such as this, which has received "local
approval", would be entirely unnecessary.

Nevertheless, I must veto this bill. If it ware to
become law it could lead to a situation in which certain
individuals Who hold seasonal licenses would have privi-
leges not available to other individuals throughout the
Ccmmonwealth who hold such licenses.

The Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission has re-
ported to me that the bill in "discriminatory" and should
not be approved.
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Furthermore, the Attorney General has informed me
that in Glickar v. Michigan Liquor Control Conrussion.
160 F. 2d 96, 100 (6th Cir. 1947), the Court indicated
that the nature of the liquor business provides no basis
for discriminating between parsons similarly situated.
He has advised me that "House Bill No. 6773 would so
discriminate and thus deny equal protection of the laws
to parsons who are similarly situated and subject to the
limitation on licenses provided in G.L. c.138 5.17".

I decline to approve this measure which would vio-
late the equal protection provision of the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.

For the above reasons, X cannot in good conscience
approve the measure and I return the bill without my
approval.

ipectfully submitted.
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