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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am returning, herewith, without my approval. House
Bill NO. 7130 entitled "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTME
OF ADDITIONAL ASSISTANT CLERKS IN CERTAIN DISTRICT COURTS.

rr

When this legislation was first presented to me,
I made a thorough effort to determine which of the 12
additional positions created by this bill could be fully
justified. After considering the comments of a number
of court officials and after analyzing the current work
load of each county,lconcluded that even the most generous
evaluation could only document a need for 6 additional
positions. Accordingly, the legislation was returned
with the recommendation that it be amended to authorize
one additional assistant clerk in each of 6 district
courts - those located in Lawrence, Dorchester, Barnstable
Dedham, Waltham and Woburn? and to eliminate the author-
ization of a second additional assistant at the Lawrence
and the Dorchester courts and of two additional assistants
at the Haverhill and the Framingham courts. The work load
now being carried by each clerk and assistant in the
Haverhill and Framingham courts is well below the average
and is not sufficient to justify any new positions and
the workload per individual in Lawrence and Dorchester is
sufficient to justify one new position, not 2, per court.

You rejected that amendment and have again presented
to me a bill authorizing 12 additional positions. In
his message to you dated August 17, 1973 the Lieutenant
Governor stated that "we owe the taxpayers our continuing
best efforts to assure that every expense which we impose
on them is in their best interests", I am returning this
bill without my approval because I am unwilling to impose
on the taxpayers of Essex, Middlesex, and Suffolk counties
the financial burdens which these unnecessary positions
represent.
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All public official are quite willing to talk about
: ever increasing tax burdens on our citizens. It is
y to deplore schemes which are obviously extravagant.

Nevertheless, we should also be willing to prevent the
gradual, and on balance, unjustified expansion of the
public payroll which this bill represents.

Our function, on behalf of all our citizens, is to
determine what is required, not what is requested? to
ascertain what is warranted, not what is wanted.

I understand that legislation is pending which would
authorize the creation of other assistant clerk positions
in a number of other district courts. I assure you I will
give any such legislation which reaches my desk the same
intensive review and analysis which I have given this bill

For the above reasons, I cannot in good conscience
approve the measure and I return the bill without my
approval.
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