
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133

November 5, 1973
FRANCIS W. SARGENT

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House
Bill No. 7315, amended entitled "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR
ADDITIONAL CLERKS IN CERTAIN DISTRICT COURTS."

Once again I am returning to you without ray approval
legislation which would provide for the appointment of
additional assistant clerks in certain district courts.
This bill would authorize the appointment of one additional
assistant in the district courts located in Gloucester,
Peabody, Northampton, Charlestown and West Roxbury; the
appointment of two more assistants in the court in Cambridge;
and, of three more assistants in the court in Springfield.

On October 10, I returned this bill with the recommen-
dation that it be amended to strike the authorization for
eight of the ten positions. After reviewing the data on
the workload of each of the courts, I concluded that only
the positions proposed for the courts in Gloucester and
Northampton were justified. Only in those courts and in
the court in Springfield does the workload per clerk and
assistant exceed the median in the state. It is my judgment
that the Hampden County Housing Court will significantly
(reduce the burden now carried by the Springfield District
Court. The burden carried by each clerk and assistant in
the other courts is below the state median of 10,000
business units (for example, Charlestown - 2,000; West
Roxbury - 6,000; andPeabody - 7,000). The workload carried
by each member of the staff (clerks, assistants, secretaries,
etc.) in the Charlestown Court is 642 units and in the
Northampton Court is 1,626 units. The median is 1,264.
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The cost per unit of work produced in the Charlestown Court
is $20.99 and in the Peabody Court, $10.85. The median is
$8.39. The cost in those courts for which I find justi-
fication for an additional position, Gloucester and
Northampton, is $9.61 and $6.51, respectively.

The expense of county government throughout the
state is increasing rapidly and one of the primary in-
gredients of that expansion is personnel costs. There is
no good reason to further bloat the budgets in Essex, Suf-
folk, Middlesex and Hampden counties. These unwarranted
positions represent costs of over $14,000; $28,000; $28,000;
and $42,000, respectively, in those counties. It does
not take long for a series of items, small in cost when
considered separately, to have a significant impact on
local tax rates when combined in a budget.

I cannot in good conscience approve this measure,
and I return the bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted.

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor of the Commonwealth


