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HOUSE No. 78 72

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

November 28, 1973

FRANCIS W. SARGENT

TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OP REPRESENTATIVES!

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. Senate Bill No.
20i4 entitled "AN ACT PROVIDING FOR ADDITIONAL ASSISTANT CLERKS IN
CERTAIN DISTRICT COURTS AND IN THE BOSTCN JUVENILE COURT."

®()c Commontocaltf) of iflafistocjjusictte

During this session you have enacted two bills authorizing the
appointment of additional assistant clerks in certain district courts*--
bills which I returned to you with reconmendations that they be amended.
Those amendments were not accepted; I vetoed each of the bills and you
chose not to sustain those vetoes. As a result, the property taxpayers
in certain counties must now bear the burden of supporting, at a cost
in excess of $14,000 each, twenty-two of these positions -- only six of
which may be justified by the business of the courts affected.

This bill would authorize the appointment of an assistant clerk
in the district courts located in Pittsfield, Taunton, Palmer, Plymouth,
Webster, Brockton, and of two in the Quincy court, as well as of two
more in the Boston Juvenile Court. I am returning this legislation with
the recommendation that five of those positions those for the courts
in Brockton, Plymouth, one of the two authorized for the Quincy court,
aa well as both of those to be established in the Boston Juvenile Court
be eliminated. I urge you to accept this amendmentpromptly and not
jeopardize the opportunity for those courts which need the help to re-

ceive it soon.

The median cost per unit of work processed in the district courts
throughout the state is $8.39 the cost at the court in Brockton is
$10.35. The median workload Carried by each member of the staff (includ-
ing clerks, assistants, secretaries, etc.) is 1,264 units. In Brockton
the figure is 1,134 units and in Plymouth it is 1,298 units- The median
burden carried by each clerk and assistant is 10,000 business units. The
comparable figure for the Plymouth court is 9,670 business units and the
figure in Brockton is only slightly above the median. I therefore find
no basis for approving the authorization of additional positions in these
courts. In contrast, for example, the cost figures for the courts in
Taunton, Pittsfield and Webster are $8.49, $5.72 and $5.45 respectively;
and th« workload figures in each are significantly above the median. In
addition, it has been reported to me that the increase in the jurisdiction
of the court in Palmer, and the corresponding increase in population
served, justify the appointment of an assistant clerk.
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At the court in Quincy, the oo»t per unit of work processed is
'oelow the state median, the burden per staff member as well as per
clerk and assistant each exceeds the median to an extent that I am
persuaded that one additional assistant is warranted. However, the
workload does not justify the appointment of two assistants.

The situation in the Boston Juvenile Court Is somewhat dif-
ferent. The responsibilities of the clerk's office are not so
broad as are those of the office of a district court clerk -

obviously the same burdens - civil units, simsaary process and
small claims proceedin9s, criminal complaints, non-support eases,
commitments of mentally ill and the processing of parking tickets an
not present. The court new has a clerk and three assistants. I
believe this is a sufficient number to cover the average of two
sittings per day and to perform tbs related functions, I am not
persuaded that a need exists for the appointment of two additional
clerks.

In the Interests of the property taxpayers, I urge you to
reject these unwarranted positions. In the Interests of ths
better administration of justice, I urge you to promptly accept
this amendment.

I therefore recommend that Senate Bill Ho. 2014 be amended
follows:—

By Inserting after the line reading "district court of
southern Norfolk" in the first paragraph under section 10 of SECTION
1 of the engrossed bill the followlngt-

Third district court of Plymouth,

and by striking out in the second paragraph under said section
the line reading “Third district court of PlysK>uth|

and by Inserting in the third paragraph under said section,
after the line reading "municipal court of the Brighton district"
the followingi-

district court of Brockton;

and by striking out in the fourth paragraph under said section
the line reading "district court of Brockton";

in
A and by striking out/the fifth paragraph undar said section the

lino reading “first district court of southern Middlesex, and" and
inserting in place thereof the followingx-

first district court of southern Middlesex, district court
of Bast Norfolk, and
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and by striking out in the sixth paragraph under said section
the line reading "district court of East Norfolk, and"

and by striking out SECTION 2 of the engrossed bill.

Respectfully submitted.




