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This newsletter is published by the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and will provide
Massachusetts educators with information, advice, and support to teach the Massachusetts learning standards to students with

significant disabilities, and to conduct the MCAS Alternate Assessment. 

New Site Focuses on ELA-Writing
As you are aware, an ELA–Writing strand is now required for all students in grades 3-8 and 10
for the ELA MCAS-Alt portfolio. We’ve received many questions about the new requirements.
The most frequently-asked questions have been posted, along with their responses. In
addition, a small number of writing samples are now available, along with completed scoring
rubrics.

Reminder:
If you have not done so already, register for a Portfolios-in-Progress review session in
January. Educators can

bring their portfolios and questions,
receive feedback from MCAS-Alt training specialists, and
continue working on their students’ portfolios

Portfolio review session dates and locations are as follows: 

Wednesday,
January 6, 2016

Thursday,
January 7

Wednesday,
January 13

Thursday,
January 14

Doubletree
Danvers

Best Western
Marlborough

Marriott
Springfield

Holiday Inn
Taunton

Introduction to MCAS-Alt training sessions will be presented at only two locations for
educators who were unable to attend in October and who are conducting the MCAS-Alt
for the first time. 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/alt
http://www.mcas-alt.org/writing
http://www.mcas-alt.org/writing
http://mcasservicecenter.com/


Introduction to MCAS-Alt dates and locations are as follows: 

Thursday,
January 7, 2016

Tuesday,
January 12*

Best Western
Marlborough

Doubletree
Leominister

(*Note: Only the Introduction to MCAS-Alt will be available.)

Was this email forwarded to you? 
Get on our mailing list. Click here to 

sign up for the MCAS-Alt News.

We'd love to hear from you. 
Please let us know if there is a topic you’d like 
us to address in a future MCAS-Alt newsletter.
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