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WELCOME • 

THE HONORABLE STAN ROSENBERG 
PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE, WELCOMES YOU TO 

THE MASSACHUSETTS SENATE 

"No [one ... J in this country can ever be unmindful of the 
contribution this state has made to our national greatness. 

Its leaders have shaped our destiny long before the great 
republic was born. Its principles have guided our footsteps in 
times of crisis as well as in times of calm. Its democratic 
institutions - including this historic body - have served as 
beacon lights for other nations as well as our sister states. 

For what Pericles said to the Athenians has long been true of 
this commonwealth: We do not imitate--for we are a model to 
others. " 

-President John F. Kennedy, January 9,1961 

Final public address to the Massachusetts Legislature before 
assuming the office of President of the United States. 



.. THE SENATE CHAMBER ---------=====--

T
he General Court, the official name for the Mas
sachusetts legislature, has met in several differ
ent places during its history. It first met in Gov
ernor John Winthrop's home and later in the 

Boston Town House which it shared with the Town and 
County Courts. In 1713, it moved into the new brick Bos
ton Town House, which in 1742 was renamed the State 
House when town and county officials moved out to meet 
in the newly constructed Faneuil Hall. In 1798, the Gen
eral Court left the "Old State House" and moved to Bea
con Hill to the new domed State House, created by promi
nent architect Charles Bulfinch. 

The Senate Chamber is directly under the State House 
dome. The ceiling of the Senate Chamber is itself a shal
low dome, with a large space separating the ceiling from 
the main dome that can be seen from the outside. High on 
the corners of the ceiling are the original Bulfinch designs 
representing Commerce, Agriculture, war and Peace. Two 
Revolutionary muskets, one British and the other Ameri
can, hang on the south wall. On the wall directly over the 
Senate President' s chair is a wood carving of the state 
seal. Originally there was no central heating and a large 
fireplace or stove stood in each of the four corners. The 
room was renovated and modernized by the architect Wil
liam Washburn in 1860. 

The Senate Chamber was used by the House of Repre
sentatives until 1898. The number of Representatives 
grew so rapidly that they were obliged to sit on tiered 
benches until a new Chamber was built for them. The 
Senate in the meantime had been meeting in the room 
across the corridor, now known as the Senate Reading 
Room. Since its membership is limited to forty, the Sen
ate will not likely outgrow its present Chamber. 
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SENATE PRESIDENT'S SUITE 

In 1898 this room served as the Senate's Library and Reading 
Room. Note the stain glass work over the doorways depicting the 
owl for wisdom and book for knowledge. Also, see the charming 
bookcase behind the Senate President's desk carved in a seashell 
pattern. The size of this office ideally accommodates large advo
cate groups, caucuses, and educational seminars. 

The wood in the Senate President's office and continuing through 
to the "Coolidge Room" is most commonly referred to as White 
Mahogany. However, it is not a true mahogany species. Its true 
name is Peroba, chosen by the original architect for its ease in de
tailed carving. All the carvings throughout the suite are exquisite, 
specifically reflecting the use of cherubs, flowers, seashells and 
faces. Not to be overlooked, under the mantle of the fireplace are 
five tiny faces believed to be Shakespeare, Beethoven, John Win
throp, with the remaining two still yet to be named by the re
searchers. The woodwork is perhaps the finest in all of the 
Brigham extension, the part of the building that was added in 
1898. 



SENATE PRESIDENT " The facing of the fireplace is onyx marble and the current brass fit
tings of the fireplace are original. The andirons are originals, por
traying the flame of Beacon Hill. The clock above the fireplace is 
of French origin. The walls and ceiling had been painted several 
times over; but when stripped during restoration in 1986, the beauti
ful green and mustard tone stenciling was discovered. The stripping 
process did, however, leave a brown residue hue. 

The current wall-to-wall carpeting is an exact replica of the original. 
Architectural researchers during the most recent renovations found 
the original purchase invoice and were then able to locate the Brit
ish carpet company to reorder the carpet. 

The furnishings in the office are not antique but do represent the 
1800 era. The Senate President's desk is mahogany, the style which 
is referred to as a partners or apprentice desk, having drawers on all 
four sides. 

The green leather furniture in this room once was utilized either in 
the Senate Chamber or the Senate Lobby. The lamps near the fire
place are converted coffee urns and the lamps to the side of the 
room are converted oil lamps. 

The walls display a formidable collection of former Senate Presi
dents, beginning with Senate President Thomas Cushing (1780) on 
the top of the right mid-section as you face the State Flag. The se
ries move from top to bottom moving around the room to the right. 
The collection is continued in Room 332 displaying the most cur
rent. In one comer you will notice a Chinese vase, circa 1840, do
nated by Dorothy B. Hammond from the Hammond Collection in 
memory of Roland Hammond, a former member of the Massachu
setts Senate Art Committee whose knowledge of American antique 
furniture played an integral part of the historical preservation of the 
Senate rooms of the State House. 

In 1986, the State House Arts Commission under mandate from the 
General Court researched and refurbished the room currently used 
as the Office of the Senate President with the intent of preserving its 
historic charm and beauty for the public. This room dates back to 
1898 and is a part of the Charles Brigham extension. 
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SENATE PRESIDENT'S SMALL PRIVATE OFFICE 

Although this room is simpler in treatment than others in the 
suite, lacking wall paneling, it nevertheless boasts many 
handsome details. Its ceiling is decorated with typical 
Adamesque motifs, including a rich frieze (wall painting) 
with wreaths, ribbons, and swags. The fireplace on the south 
wall has a red and ochre (geology colors) veined marble fire
place and hearth surrounded by a polished dark mahogany 
frame. The built in cabinet is of the same wood. Both fire
place and cabinet are surmounted by an anthemion (a motif 
of radiating leaves found in classical art and design) and pal
mette (a styled palm leaf used as an ornament or in a decora
tion) carved frieze. The wardrobe is similar to the cabinet. 
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FORMER CLERK'S OFFICE 

This generously sized, rectangular room is paneled in door 
height in raised field mahogany paneling. It also possesses 
an ornate Adamesque plaster ceiling and intricately carved 
built-in furnishings which rival those of the former Reading 
Room. The west wall is symmetrically designed with a re
cessed center entry flanked by alcoves containing their origi
nal pigeonhole shelves for the Clerk's records. The double 
leaf door is treated with a Federal Revival style stained glass 
fanlight while the alcoves are headed by more robust Geor
gian Revival style broken scroll pediments. 

A similar broken scroll pediment also heads the fireplace 
composition of the north wall. Here, the fireplace has a red, 
ochre and green veined marble hearth and face, while the 
surround consists of modified caryatids (a column in the 
shape of a draped female figure supporting a structure such 
as the frieze or porch of a classical Greek temple) carrying a 
fluted frieze and paneled overman tel. East of the fireplace is 
an Adamesque carved built-in cabinet. Another built-in cab
inet with glazed doors is centered on the south wall between 
doors leading to the President's Suite. 
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THE COOLIDGE ROOM 
Located two rooms down from the Senate President's Office is the 
Coolidge Room. The Coolidge Room is one of the smallest rooms 
in the State House. However, it is definitely one of the most sig
nificant in history having housed all Massachusetts Senate Presi
dents from 1897 to 1970. The Coolidge desk is a mahogany roll 
top (1890), a type favored by executives of the late 19th century. 
Mr. Coolidge used this desk in this room from 1914 to 1915. 

The corner placement near the window overlooks the balcony and 
the public park. Walls are finished in dark mahogany to door 
height. Above that, the walls and ceiling are covered with green 
leather and gold gilding. The fireplace facing is black and gold 
Italian marble. The clock over the fireplace is of French origin. 
The room also boasts a lovely stain glass window along the hall
way side. 

Calvin Coolidge had an outstanding political career having suc
cessfully held the following offices: Mayor of Northampton; State 
Representative; State Senator and Senate President; Lieutenant 
Governor; Governor; Vice President and President of the United 
States. 
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RECEPTION ROOM 

The Reception Room features photographs of the last 14 
Senate Presidents, including the photograph of Senate Presi
dent Therese Murray, the first woman Senate President. Hers 
is also the first ever to be done in color. The black and gold 
mirror to the right of the reception desk dates from 1900 and 
is a fine example of turn of the century decorative arts. It was 
dedicated to the memory of the late Harold Plotkin, a mem
ber of the Senate Art Committee. 
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4 TH FLOOR: 

The stained glass doorway to the Senate President's Commu
nications Office is a rare combination of sumptuous color 
and fine pattern. Two center medallions containing exquisite 
designs of the Mayflower, Plymouth, December XXI, 
MDCXX (Dec. 21, 1620) and the Arbella, Salem, June XII, 
MDCXXX (June 12, 1630) delight the eye immediately. 
The beautiful ships sail under an opaque cobalt blue sky on a 
transparent, changeable turquoise-viridian ruffled sea. 

Their red accented pennants and milk white canvases form 
curved slivers of bright hues to contrast the dark chocolate 
brown of their hulls. Surrounding these ships are symbolic 
codfish, Pilgrim hats, Bibles and tridents , woven expertly 
amid ribbons and laurel motives. The effect of transparent 
and opaque glasses is quite powerful emerald green laurel 
cobalt blue touches are repeated in just the correct quantity. 
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The over-all impression is enriched by jewel-like studs of 
color in codfish eyes, on the sword hilts and nestled among 
laurel leaves. Surrounding these door pieces, completing the 
design, are side panels decorated with laurel woven around 
tridents, anchors and torches . 

A top border incorporates scallop shells alternating with trident 
tips-this border is also used inside the room itself, along the 
tops of the windows. Viewing the entire work, color of course is 
foremost-the objective of any good stained glass piece. Here, 
however, they are of unusual choice, never too bright, never con
fusing, always lovely and often rare of tone, with background 
shades blending and enhancing the jewel-like flashes artfully lo
cated. 

The room boasts a complementary skylight whose two centers 
circular designs contain Federal and Massachusetts coats-of-arms 
encircled by names of 16 United States Senators from Massachu
setts. Its border repeats the doorway's emerald green laurel pat
tern. 
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9 SENATE PRESIDENT ROSENBERG 

Thank you very much. And a very warm welcome to 
all the new members of the Massachusetts State Senate. 

Making your way to this chamber is no small achieve
ment. You've worked hard to earn the trust of your voters and 
your achievement is celebrated here today. We enthusiastically 
welcome you to the Massachusetts State Senate. 

And congratulations to all our returning members on 
your re-elections. The voters of your districts have recognized 
your leadership and effectiveness and they have returned you to 
our historic Chamber so you can continue your great work. 
Welcome back. 

Finally words cannot fully express my gratitude to all 
of you for allowing me to hold the position of Senate President. 
I am humbled and will be eternally grateful. And I want to 
deeply thank all my constituents and friends who first sent me 
to the Senate 23 years ago and who have continued to support 
me these many years. Without them, I would not be on this 
rostrum today. 

I also want to send a special, heartfelt thank you to my 
partner, Bryon, who has stood with me in good times and in 
bad. 

Finally, I want to acknowledge my two predecessors 
who are with us today: the Honorable Therese Murray and the 
Honorable Robert Travaglini. I want us all to take a moment 
to thank them for their leadership and their presence here to
day. 

Congratulations also to Governor-elect Baker. By our 
words and actions, let's send him a clear message that we will 
work with him for the good of this Commonwealth and its peo
ple. We will have our differences . But it is neither our job nor 
our inclination to obstruct him for obstruction's sake. Now it's 
time for all of us to get to work. 

They say that history is bound to repeat itself and so I 
take note that one hundred years ago today, another Senator 
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JANUARY 7, 2015 

from Western Massachusetts - from my very district - stood at 
this very rostrum to accept the Senate presidency and delivered 
a widely hailed speech. His name was Calvin Coolidge. 

As you all know, Coolidge was a staunch, conservative 
Republican. But let me read to you an important quote from 
his speech, delivered right here in this spot, a century ago: 

"The commonwealth is one. We are all members of 
one body. The welfare of the weakest and the wel
fare of the most powerful are inseparably bound 
together. Industry cannot flourish if labor lan
guishes .... The general welfare cannot be provided 
for in anyone act, but it is well to remember that 
the benefit of one is the benefit of all, and the ne
glect of one is the neglect of all." 

Never have Coolidge's words been more urgent than 
they are today, in an era in which we are prosperous as a whole 
but fewer and fewer of our parts share in that prosperity. 
Shared prosperity is the hallmark of a true Commonwealth. 
And that along with one other touchstone - what I call "shared 
leadership " - will guide our Senate. 

r d like to talk a bit today about both principles, begin
ning with shared leadership. 

Building on the reforms of our predecessors, ours will 
be a Senate that will seek to set new standards for openness and 
transparency, for collegiality with each other and for engage
ment with the people of the Commonwealth. 

Over the last year, many of you have asked to be even 
more involved in the challenges facing our Commonwealth. I 
assure you, you will have that chance. 

Committees will be encouraged to generate new ideas, 
vigorously debate them, and bring them to this floor for consid-
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eration. No matter what position you hold in this body, you 
will be consulted on issues large and small and encouraged to 
collaborate - across ideologies, parties, and committees. 

Collaboration, collegiality, openness. These are all 
hallmarks of modem, innovative organizations. And they will 
be hallmarks or our new Senate. Together, we can and we will 
do this. 

We will also usher in a new era of civic engagement
of bringing the people into this building and bringing this 
building, this body, to the people. 

In just a few minutes, Senator Rodrigues will introduce 
an order that will initiate a series of grassroots forums across 
the state, designed to create a true dialogue with Massachu
setts' residents about the challenges ahead. By doing so, we 
will acknowledge clearly and emphatically that the best ideas 
are often found not within these halls but in our neighborhoods 
and our coffee shops, in our board rooms and union halls, in 
our office break rooms and at our family tables. 

So today signals a new era of shared leadership, not 
just inside this great institution but among the people of the 
Commonwealth. 

Our second principle is shared prosperity. 

We are in the midst of a great comeback, having re
bounded from the Great Recession, and having created nearly 
60,000 jobs in the last year. Powered by our vibrant innovation 
and creative economies - including life sciences, mobile tech
nologies, and green tech - we are leading the world in the im
portant business of creating the future. 

But as our economy continues to rebound, we face a 
vexing problem: fewer and fewer of our people are reaping the 
benefits. 

For those at the top, the recession is an increasingly 
distant memory. But for those at the bottom and in the middle, 
the struggle continues. Folks work two or three or even four 
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jobs to stitch together a living. They get priced out of their 
neighborhoods if they live in the city; they watch their home 
values stagnate if they live outside Route 128. If they live in 
rural areas, they can face even greater hardship. 

Once prosperous professionals, laid off during the re
cession, struggle to regain their footing in a much-changed 
economy. Young people looking to climb the first step of the 
economic ladder can't afford our community colleges. The 
more fortunate go to college but end up with crushing debt, 
unable to buy a home, start a family, and realize the basic ele
ments of what we used to call the American Dream. 

We already see the unfortunate side effects of this kind 
of economic dislocation. Streets in Ferguson and New York 
become centers of discontent. In our own cities, we know un
employment in urban areas is twice that of the state average, 
sewing poverty, despair and crime that is often violent. 

This not the Commonwealth we seek. This is not the 
Commonwealth we, as leaders, should accept. 

Consider this: If we were to put the right policies and 
resources in place we can make sure every child born is given 
the support he or she needs, from prenatal care to early child
hood education to quality schools and higher education oppor
tunities free of crushing debt, we could transform the Com
monwealth in a generation. In a quarter century, we could dra
matically diminish many of the problems that saddle both indi
viduals and the Commonwealth as whole: chronic unemploy
ment, workforce shortages, lack of opportunity. In their place: 
a generation of fully employed, prosperous young people, im
bued with a sense of opportunity and possibility. A generation 
sharing in our collective prosperity. 

This America should sound familiar: it is the America 
of the 1950's, 60's and 70's. An America that worked for peo
ple of all economic backgrounds. We want that America back. 
We deserve that America back. 
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It is not enough for folks in Kendall Square or across 
the waterfront or along Route 128 to prosper, while folks in 
Roxbury and New Bedford, Lawrence and Springfield, 
languish. They too must share in our prosperity. 

Of course, we cannot have shared prosperity without 
continued economic growth and this Senate will take its part
nership with business very seriously. Over the past year, I've 
made a concerted effort to reach out to the business community 
and better understand its needs. I've held meetings with tech 
companies and venture capitalists. I've talked policy and 
practice with key business associations. And most importantly, 
I visited business large and small all across the Common
wealth. 

I have heard clearly that skyrocketing energy prices, 
spiraling health care costs, some burdensome regulations, and a 
lack of affordable housing threaten our state's long-term eco
nomic growth. Too many of our residents, whether factory 
workers or highly trained engineers, pack up and leave because 
of these costs. And that, combined with an education system 
that still has gaps, leads to a shortage of qualified workers in 
our state. 

Over the past year, I heard the concerns of the business 
community. But I also heard the pleas of those laboring in the 
social service sector, who say that shelters can't create enough 
beds to meet demand and soup kitchens can't feed all the peo
ple looking for a hot meal. 

We know we need to create an environment in which 
our companies - from large corporations to family-owned busi
nesses - can thrive. But at the same time, the business com
munity must work with us to solve the problem so many of our 
workers face: having to tum to the government or the non
profit sector to help pay their rent, heat their homes, subsidize 
their health care, or feed their families. 

No one who works 40 or 60 or 80 hours a week should 
find themselves needing our help. They should find those re-
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sources in their paychecks; the resources to make not only 
ends meet but to have a decent, happy, fulfilling life. Togeth
er, we can and must do this. 

One way we can address these issues is to modernize our 
state's tax code, so that not just the wealthy benefit from its 
deductions and exemptions but so do the poor and middle class 
can reap benefits as well. 

Our governor-elect speaks of one such adjustment: an up
dating of the state's Earned Income Tax Credit, the provision in 
the tax code that rewards hard work. 

The state Earned Income Tax Credit was an idea developed 
by this very body in my committee in 1997. But since then, 
much has changed. Inflation has whittled away at value of this 
benefit for those who qualify. The original premise of the pol
icy - that we should encourage people to work rather than slip 
into government assistance - must be renewed. 

I urge this senate to join with the Governor to meaningfully 
update the Earned Income Tax Credit so that we make sure 
those who are struggling to make ends meet are rewarded for 
their hard work. Together, we can and must do this. 

In a state that has proudly pioneered innovation in 
business and in the nonprofit sector, it's time to infuse new in
novation into the public sector as well. Last year, br~akdowns 
in our IT systems led to cost overruns, lost benefits for our resi
dents, widespread consumer dissatisfaction, and frankly an em
barrassment for our state government. In response, we passed 
a number of concrete reforms designed to clean up our IT pro
curement process . But let's work with the Governor-elect to 
take further steps, not just to fix existing problems but to un
leash the entrepreneurial talents of the Commonwealth to make 
state government work better, deliver more, and do so in inno
vative and ultimately, more efficient ways. Budgets are tight. 
We need to deliver more for the buck. Together, we can and 
must do that, too. 
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But our work doesn't end there. Together, we need to 
build safer roads and bridges; invest in public transit to foster 
economic growth; tackle climate change to protect our shore
lines and our children's' future; invest in education at every 
level; reform our criminal justice system to make sure our laws 
are both tough and smart, and continue to fight the horrors of 
drug addiction. 

To speak of these pressing needs is not to discount the 
need to resolve our 

Immediate budget problem. But it is to send a message: We 
must protect our investments in our people and our infrastruc
ture. These are our future. Together, we can and must do this. 

Working together on problems for the common good. 
This is what it means to be a Commonwealth. As Coolidge 
said, "it is well to remember that the benefit of one is the bene
fit of all, and the neglect of one is the neglect of all." For gen
erations, both conservatives and liberals, Republicans and 
Democrats have embraced that ideal. 

I, in fact, am the product of that spirit. I grew up as a 
foster child on the streets of Malden and Revere. If it were not 
for the Commonwealth, I would have had nothing. Collective
ly, you put clothes on my back, food in my mouth, and a roof 
over my head. You provided me with quality schools and 
helped me go to the university for which I am forever grateful 
- the University of Massachusetts. 

With due modesty, I would say that investment paid off. 

I was reflecting last night on what makes this body so 
great, what make this democracy work so well. And I thought 
of the stories we heard at a recent retreat we held. 

Stories of a fresh-faced Anthony Petrucelli rushing 
home from school to help out at his family grocery store. 
Watching his grandfather lending groceries to families short on 
cash. Learning the value of hard work, of community, of true 
generosity of spirit. 
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I think of young John Keenan, stepping in while 
another child on the playground was being bullied. Getting 
knocked down that first day. But jumping right into the ring 
the next time he saw it - this time with better results. Having 
the courage and the heart to strike out against injustice at an 
earlyage. 

I think of Linda Dorcena Forry, the child of Haitain 
immigrants, part of a large, extended family living together in a 
Dorchester two-family. And then marrying into another immi
grant family, this one of Irish descent, as large and energetic as 
her own. And I think of Linda, equipped with her trademark 
energy, working her way through graduate school, while chair
ing a House committee, running for the senate and caring for 4 
children. Their family is an example for all of us of how cul
tures can come together and not just coexist but find new rich
ness in their shared experiences. 

Time does not permit me to tell all the stories we heard 
that day. But we all - RepUblicans and Democrats - have 
them. The stuff that makes us who we are. Different but the 
same. Each of us human beings deserving the respect of one 
another. 

That's the kind of Senate we want. Diverse in perspec
tive and experience. Collaborative and collegial. Open to new 
ideas and innovations. And by taking advantage of those char
acteristics, able to bring this great institution firmly and square
ly into the 21 SI century. And, in doing so, help create an even 
greater Commonwealth - one in which we have effective 
shared leadership, real shared opportunity, and abundant shared 
prosperity. 

I look forward to working with all of you in the days 
and years ahead and I thank you again for your trust and sup
port. 
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ORGANIZATION OF THE LEGISLATURE SINCE 1780 

The first General Court, under the Constitution of The Common
wealth of Massachusetts, assembled at Boston on Wednesday, Oct. 
25, 1780, and was finally prorogued (having held three sessions) May 
19, 1781. From this time until 1832 the political year commenced on 
the last Wednesday in May, and the General Court held two, and fre
quently three, sessions during each year. In 1832, by an amendment 
of the Constitution, the commencement of the political year was 
changed to the first Wednesday in January. 

PAST SENATE PRESIDENTS: 

Thomas Cushing, resign ' d * Samuel Lathrop 1829-30 
Jeremiah Powell } 1780-81 Samuel Lathrop, resign ' d 
Jeremiah Powell, resign' d * James Fowler } 1830-31 
Samuel Adams }1781-82 

Leverett Saltonstall 1831 
Samuel Adams 1782-85 William Thorndike 1832 
Samuel Adams, resign 'd * Benjamin T. Pickman 1833-34 
Samuel Phillips, Jr. } 1785-86 Benjamin T. Pickman, died 

George Bliss }1835 
Samuel Phillips, Jr. 1786-87 Horace Mann 1836-37 
Samuel Adams 1787-88 Myron Lawrence 1838-39 
Samuel Phillips, Jr. 1788-90 Daniel P. King 1840-41 
Samuel Phillips 1790-1801 Josiah Quincy, Jr. 1842 
Samuel Phillips, resign 'dt Phineas W. Leland, resign 'd 
David Cobb } 1801-02 Frederick Robinson }1843 

David Cobb 1802-05 Josiah Quincy, Jr. 1844 
Harrison Gray Otis 1805-06 Levi Lincoln 1845 
John Bacon 1806-07 William B. Calhoun 1846-47 
Samuel Dana 1807-08 Zeno Scudder 1848 
Harrison Gray Otis 1808-11 Joseph Bell 1849 
Samuel Dana 1811-13 Marshall P. Wilder 1850 
John Phillips 1813-23 Henry Wilson 1851-52 
Nathaniel Silsbee 1823-26 Charles H. Warren 1853 
John Mills 1826-28 Charles Edward Cook 1854 
Sherman Leland 1828-29 Henry W. Benchley 1855 

* Resigned to serve in Governor' s Council. 



SENATE PRESIDENTS • Elihu C. Baker 1856 Allen T. Treadway 1909-11 
Charles W. Upham 1857-58 Levi H. Greenwood 1912-13 
Charles A. Phelps 1859-60 Calvin Coolidge 1914-15 
William Claflin 1861 Henry G. Wells 1916-18 
John H. Clifford 1862 Edwin T. McKnight 1919-20 
Jonathan E. Field 1863-65 Frank G. Allen t 1921-24 
Joseph A. Pond 1866-67 Wellington Wells 1925-28 
George O. Brastow 1868 Gaspar G. Bacon 1929-32 

Erland F. Fish 1933-34 
Robert C. Pitman, resign 'd * James G. Moran 1935-36 
George O. Brastow } 1869 Samuel H. Wragg 1937-38 

Joseph R. Cotton 1939-40 
Horace H. Coolidge 1870-72 Angier L. Goodwin* 1941 
George B. Loring 1873-76 Jarvis Hunt§ 1942-44 
John B. D. Cogswell 1877-79 Arthur W. Coolidge 1945-46 
Robert R. Bishop 1880-82 Donald W. Nicholson° 1947 
George Glover Crocker 1883 Harris S. Richardson<j[ 1948 
George A. Bruce 1884 Chester A. Dolan, Jr. 1949 
Albert E. Pillsbury 1885-86 Harris S. Richardson 1950 
Halsey 1. Boardman 1887-88 Richard 1. Furbush 1951-56 
Harris C. Hartwell 1889 Newland H. Holmes 1957-58 
Henry H. Sprague 1890-91 John E. Powers** 1959-64 
Alfred S. Pinkerton 1892-93 Maurice A. Donahue** 1964-70 
William M. Butler 1894-95 Kevin B. Harrington*** 1971-78 
George P. Lawrence 1896-97 William M. Bulger*** 1978-96 
George E. Smith 1898-1900 Thomas F. Birmingham**** 
Rufus A. Soule 1901-02 
George R. Jones 1903-04 
William F. Dana 1905-06 
William D. Chapple 1907-08 

* Appointed Justice of Superior Court. 
t First year under biennial elections. 

Robert E. Travaglini 
Therese Murray 
Stanley Rosenberg 

* Resigned Dec. 29, 1941 (elected to Congress). 
§ Elected at Special Session, Jan. 26,1942. 
° Resigned Nov. 26, 1947 (elected to Congress). 
<j[ Elected Jan. 7, 1948. 

1996-2002 
2003-07 
2007-15 
2015-

** Appointed Clerk of the Supreme Judicial Court, March 25, 1964; Mr. Do
nahue elected March 25, 1964. 
*** Resigned July 31, 1978; Mr. Bulger elected July 31 , 1978; resigned January 
3,1996. 
**** Elected January 3, 1996. 
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SENATE MEMBERSHIP • 

2015-2016 

Senator Michael J . Barrett 

Senator William N. Brownsberger 

Senator Harriette L. Chandler 

Senator Sonia Chang-Diaz 

Senator Cynthia Stone Creem 

Senator Viriato M. deMacedo 

Senator Sal N. DiDomenico 

Senator Kenneth J. Donnelly 

Senator Eileen M. Donoghue 

Senator Benjamin B. Downing 

Senator James B. Eldridge 

Senator Ryan C. Fattman 

Senator Jennifer L. Flanagan 

Senator Linda Dorcena Forry 

Senator Anne M. Gobi 

Senator Robert L. Hedlund 

Senator Donald F. Humason, Jr. 

Senator Patricia D. Jehlen 

Senator Brian A. Joyce 

Senator John F. Keenan 

Senator Thomas P. Kennedy 

Senator Eric P. Lesser 

Senator Jason M. Lewis 

Senator Barbara L'Italien 

Senator Joan B. Lovely 

Senator Thomas M. McGee 

Senator Mark C. Montigny 

Senator Michael O. Moore 

Senator Kathleen O'Connor Ives 

Senator Marc R. Pacheco 

Senator Anthony W. Petruccelli 

Senator Michael J . Rodrigues 

Senator Stanley C. Rosenberg 

Senator Richard J. Ross 

Senator Michael F. Rush 

Senator Karen E. Spilka 

Senator Bruce E. Tarr 

Senator James E. Timilty 

Senator James T. Welch 

Senator Daniel A. Wolf 
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BEACON HILL " BEACON 
HILL 

The original Beacon Hill beacon, shown in all 
the early plans of the town, and which gave the name to 

Beacon Hill, was erected in 1634-5. It stood near the 
present State House, the exact location being the south 

-east corner of the reservoir on Temple Street. The 
beacon served to alert the country to invasion. It was a 
tall mast with an iron frame projecting 65 feet from the 

base, holding a barrel of tar. When fired, the light 
could be seen from a great distance. Winds blew the 

beacon down in 1789. 



" 

StaTton the 
second floor at 
the front of the 
building facing 
Beacon Street. 

Go straight 
ahead through 
the center 
hal/ways. 

Go straight 
ahead through 
the center 
hal/ways. 

THE MASSACHUSE1TS 

Designed by Charles Bulfinch 
the Massachuseffs State House 

was compteted in t 798 and 
measured only 65 ff. wide. The 

cornerstone was taid July 4. 
1795 by Governor Samuel 
Adams and Paul Revere. 

The State House occupies the 
fanner sfte of John Hancock's 

cow pasture. 

1. DORIC HALL 
The name Doric Hall comes from the architectural style of the double row of 
columns with Doric capitals located in the center of the room. It serves as a 
reception hall for social gatherings and official ceremonies The big double 
doors at its front entrance are opened only on three occasions: when a 
governor leaves the State House for the last time at the end of his or her term 
of office, when a Massachusetts regimental flag is returned to the permanent 
collection, and for official visits from the President of the United States or a 
foreign head of state. The last official presidential visit was made by William 
Howard Taft in 1912. A bronze bust of John Hancock, the first governor of 
the state, is on the west wall , opposite a full length portrait of Abraham Lincoln 
painted by A. Bicknell. On the north wall is a statue of George Washington, 
the first piece of artwork placed in the room. To the left is John Andrew, the 
Governor of Massachusetts during the Civil War. 

2. NURSES HALL 
Upon walking up the five steps, you enter a new addition to the State House 
designed by Charles Brigham and completed in 1895. The statue at the right 
is of a Civil War nurse tending to a fallen soldier· a memorial to all nurses 
who took part in the Civil War. It was sculpted in 1914 by Bela Pratt. Above 
are three paintings by Robert Reid showing the Midnight Ride of Paul Revere, 
James Otis arguing against the Writs of Assistance, and the Boston Tea 
Party. 

3. THE HALL OF FLAGS 
This circular room, honoring and remembering all Massachusetts soldiers, 
surrounded by tall columns of Sienna marble. The display of flags is a small 
sampling of the over 400 original flags carried to battle by Massachusetts 
men from the Civil War to the Vietnam Conflict. These are transparencies of 
flags, the originals are in climate controlled vaults. The murals above show 
(clockwise): The Pilgrims on the Mayflower, The Return of Colors at the end 
of the Civil War to the custody of the Commonwealth, John Eliot preaching to 
the Indians, and The Battle of Concord Bridge. 



Just beyond 
staircase to the right 
through glass 
doors. 

STATE HOUSE • 
4. GREAT HALL 
The Great Hall is the newest addition to the State House, completed in 1990. This 
beautiful marble hall is used for official state functions and receptions. The clock was 
designed by New York artist R.M. Fischer as a functional piece of art work. There are 
flags from each of the 351 cities and towns of Massachusetts on display here. 

5. MAIN STAIRCASE Proceed up the 
stairs to the second After the iron on the main staircase was cast, the molds were broken to ensure that the 
floor. railings would be one of a kind. 

Go up the stairs to 
the left. 

6. STAINED GLASS WINDOW 
This beautiful window shows the evolution of our state seal. The current state seal was 
adopted in 1780. Our state motto translated from the Latin means: By the sword we 
seek peace, but peace only under liberty. 

7. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Built in 1895, this is the larger of the two legislative chambers. There are 160 state 
representatives in Massachusetts. Each serves a term of two years and represents a 
population of approximately 40,000 people. At the rear of the chamber, above the 
public gallery, hangs a wooden cod fish . This is a special symbol in our state of the 
importance of the fishing industry to our economy. It is considered to be a good luck 
charm. It was originally given to the House in 1784 by a merchant named John Rowe . . 

8 THE EXECUTIVE CHAMBER 
Take a right and go This is the Govemo~s suite of offices. Also inside is the Govemo~s council chamber. 
straight down the 
hallway. There are eight councilors elected every two years. The Govemor is elected every four 

Take a left down the 
hal/way which 
crosses the 
building to the 
Senate, then 
proceed down the 
stairs, turn left to 
go back to Doric 
Hall. 

Just outside of 
Doric Hall on the 
West Hallway. 

years. This is a working office and not open to tour groups. 

9. SENATE CHAMBER 
This is located in the original Bulfinch section of the building. To the left is the Senate 
Reading Room, formerly the Senate Chamber, and to the right is the current Senate 
Chamber, formerly the House Chamber. There are forty state Senators in 
Massachusetts, each is elected for a two year term and represents approximately 
160,000 people. Directly above the chamber is the golden dome. It is gilded with 23 
karat gold leaf. It is also used as a reference point to measure distances to what is 
considered the center of Boston. The "Holy Mackerel," another representation of the 
fishing industry, hangs above the chamber. 

10. WOMEN'S MEMORIAL 
The newest addition to the State House art collection is a work called "HEAR US," 
created by two artists in 1999. This work honors all women who were active in public 
life by showing six women who made contributions to Massachusetts government. 
Their causes ranged from the treatment of the mentally ill to racial discrimination, from 
women's right to vote to working conditions for women and children. The artists put the 
six honorees in chronological order, beginning with Dorothea Dix, who was bom at the 
very beginning of the 19th century, and ending with Florence Luscomb who lived long 
enough not only to vote but to run for office. Please refer to the free interpretive 
brochure to learn more about Dorothea Dix, Lucy Stone, Sarah Parker Remond, 
Josephine Ruffin, Mary Kenny O'Sullivan and Florence Luscomb. 



• SEAL OF THE 

Coat of arms of the Commonwealth 

Consists of a blue shield with an Indian thereon, dressed 
in a shirt, leggings, and moccasins, holding in his right 
hand a bow, and in his left hand an arrow, point down
ward, all of gold; and, in the upper right-hand corner of 

the field a silver star of five points. The crest shall be, on 
a wreath of gold and blue, a right arm, bent at the elbow, 
clothed and ruffled, and grasping a broad-sword, all of 

gold. The motto "Ense petit placidam sub libertate quiet
em" (by the sword we seek peace, but peace only under 

liberty) shall appear in gold on a blue ribbon. 

Seal of the Commonwealth 
Circular in form, bearing upon its face a representation of 
the arms of the Commonwealth encircled with the inscrip
tion within a beaded border, "Sigillum Reipublicae Mas
sachusettensis" (seal of the Republic of Massachusetts) . 
The colors of the arms shall not be an essential part of 

said seal, and an impression from a seal engraved accord
ing to said design, on any commission, paper, or docu

ment shall be valid without such colors or the representa
tion thereof by heraldic lines or marks. 



COMMONWEALTH • 



• MASSACHUSETTS 

Historical rock of the Commonwealth 
Plymouth Rock, located in the town of Plymouth, is the 

historical rock of the Commonwealth. 

Berry of the Commonwealth-
The cranberry (vaccinium macrocarpon) is the 

official berry of the Commonwealth. 



FACTS 



" 
MASSACHUSETTS 

Flower of the Commonwealth 
The mayflower (epigaea repens) is the flower or floral 
emblem of the Commonwealth. Any person who pulls up 
or digs up the plant of the mayflower or any part thereof, 
or injures such plant or any part thereof except in so far as 
is reasonably necessary in procuring the flower therefrom, 
within the limits of any state highway or any other public 
way or place, or upon the land of another person without 
written authority from him, shall be punished by a fine of 
not more than fifty dollars; but if a person does any of the 
aforesaid acts while in disguise or secretly in the 
nighttime he shall be punished by a fine of not more than 
one hundred dollars. The provisions of this section shall 
be enforced by all officers in the division of law enforce
ment in the department of fisheries, wildlife and environ
mental law enforcement. 

Children's book of the Commonwealth 
The book "Make Way for Ducklings" by Robert McClos
key is the official children's book of the Commonwealth. 



FACTS 



MASSACHUSETTS 

Tree or tree emblem of the Commonwealth 
The American elm (Ulmus americana) is the tree or tree 

emblem of the Commonwealth. 

Bird or bird emblem of the Commonwealth 
The chickadee (Penthestes atricapillus) is the bird or bird 

emblem of the Commonwealth. 

Fish or fish emblem of the Commonwealth 
The cod is the fish or fish emblem and the historic and 

continuing symbol of the 
Commonwealth. 

Song of the Commonwealth 
The song "All Hail to Massachusetts", words and music 
by Arthur 1. Marsh, is the song of the Commonwealth. 

Poem of the Commonwealth 
The poem, "Blue Hills of Massachusetts" composed by 

Katherine E. Mullen of the town of Barre is the 
official state poem of the Commonwealth. 

Patriotic song of the Commonwealth 
The song "Massachusetts (Because of You Our Land Is 

Free)", words and music by Bernard Davidson, is the pat
riotic song of the 
Commonwealth. 



FACTS 

MIAIPOW memorial of the Commonwealth 
The MIAIPOW Memorial located at the 

Massachusetts National Cemetery in the town of 
Bourne is the official MIAIPOW memorial of the Com

monwealth. 

Blues artist of the Commonwealth 
The musician, Henry St. Clair Fredericks, better known 

as Taj Mahal, is the official Blues Artist of the Com
monwealth. 

Sport of the Commonwealth 
The sport of basketball is the official sport of the Com

monwealth. 

Inventor of the Commonwealth 
Benjamin Franklin is the official inventor of the Com

monwealth. 

Official heroine of the Commonwealth 
Deborah Samson, who fought in the War of Independ

ence, is the official heroine of the Commonwealth. 

Beverage of the Commonwealth 
Cranberry juice is the beverage of the Commonwealth. 
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