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provision shall apply only to taxes due and payable for the fiscal 
year ending June the thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-six. 

Approved November 6, 1975. 

Chap. 678. A N ACT TO ASCERTAIN THE WILL OF THE VOTERS 
OF THE TOWN OF CHELMSFORD RELATIVE TO ITS 
PARTICIPATION IN THE METCO PROGRAM, SO 
CALLED. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any special or general law to the 

contrary, in order to ascertain the will of the voters of the town of 
Chelmsford, the selectmen of said town shall cause to be placed 
on the official ballot to be used for the election of officers at the 
next annual town meeting of said town the following question: 

"Shall the town of Chelmsford participate in the METCO pro
gram?" The result of such vote shall not be deemed to be binding 
upon the selectmen and other officers of said town. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved November 6, 1975. 

Chap. 679. A N ACT AUTHORIZING CERTAIN MEDICINES AND 
DRUG SUBSTANCES TO BE M A N U F A C T U R E D OR SOLD 
WITHOUT CERTAIN CONTROLS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

inserting after section 41 the following section: — 
• Section 41A. Sections thirty-six A to forty-one, inclusive, 
of this chapter, and sections twenty-nine to thirty G, inclusive, 
of chapter one hundred and thirty-eight shall not apply to the 
manufacture or sale of patent and proprietary medicines or any 
substance or drug not included or defined in chapter ninety-four 
C as a controlled substance. Approved November 6,1975. 

Chap. 680. A N ACT PROVIDING A MINIMUM PENALTY FOR 
PERSONS WHO COMMIT AN ASSAULT AND BATTERY 
U P O N CERTAIN P U B L I C OFFICERS OR E M P L O Y E E S . 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
Chapter 265 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 

striking out section 13D, as amended by chapter 839 of the acts 
of 1973, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 1ST). Whoever commits an assault and battery upon 
a police officer, a fire fighter, a correction officer or an employee 
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of the registry of motor vehicles having police powers, or a 
public school teacher or administrator, or any person in a public 
school system having similar duties, or a sheriff, a deputy 
sheriff, a court officer or a constable engaged in the performance 
of his duty, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less than 
ninety days, nor more than two and one half years in a house of 
correction, or by a fine of not less than five hundred dollars nor 
more than five thousand dollars. Approved November 6,1975. 

Chap. 681 . A N ACT CLARIFYING THE DUTIES OF THE CHIEF 
HEARINGS OFFICER IN THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR 
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
The first paragraph of section 4H of chapter 7 of the General 

Laws, as appearing in section 3 of chapter 1229 of the acts of 
1973, is hereby amended by striking out the third sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following sentences: — He shall 
hear, or assign for hearing, appeals filed pursuant to section 
thirty-six of chapter six A and such appeals assigned for hearing 
pursuant to sections forty-three and forty-six of chapter thirty-
one. Any officer or agency of the commonwealth authorized to 
conduct adjudicatory proceedings or to hear appeals from such 
proceedings may, subject to the approval of the secretary of 
the executive office within which such officer is employed or 
such agency is located, request the division to conduct one or 
more classes of such proceedings or appeals on behalf of the 
officer or agency. The chief hearing officer may, subject to the 
approval of the secretary of administration and finance, grant 
any such request but shall, when necessary, promulgate 
regulations governing the additional class or classes of pro
ceedings or appeals to be so conducted or heard prior to con
ducting or hearing any such proceedings or appeals. 

Approved November 6,1975. 

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, STATE HOUSE 

BOSTON, November 6,1975 
The Honorable PAUL GUZZI, Secretary of the Commonwealth, 

State House, Boston, Massachusetts. 
DEAR MR. SECRETARY: — I, Michael S. Dukakis, pursuant to 

the provisions of Article XLVIII of the Amendments to the 
Constitution, the Referendum II, Emergency Measures, here
by declare in my opinion the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience requires that the law being Chapter 681 
of the Acts of 1975, entitled A N ACT CLARIFYING THE DUTIES 
OF THE CHIEF HEARINGS OFFICER IN THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR 


