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Opening Remarks 
 
Last night, we held our fifth of six meetings on the conversion of the Tobin 
Bridge to an All-Electronic Tolling format.   
 
AET will save drivers time by allowing them to drive through the tolls at 
normal speeds without stopping or slowing because of the booths.  With 
the implementation of this innovative form of toll collection we are saying to 
our customers that their time is valuable. 
 
Beginning early in 2014, motorists will no longer have the option to stop at 
a booth and pay cash for their Tobin Bridge toll as we make the switch to 
the new format.  While this includes drivers without an EZ Pass 
transponder, we are still encouraging drivers to join the program and get a 
transponder.   
 
I’m excited to see the transition of the Tobin get under way and I look 
forward to expanding the program to our other tolled assets.   
 
 
MassDOT Employee Recognition Program 
 
Dennis Murphy, MBTA Bus Operator 
 
MBTA Bus Operator Dennis Murphy was driving his Route 110 bus down 
Elm Street in Everett around 6:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 28 when he 
saw a building on fire.  Operator Murphy immediately sprung into action 
and called dispatch to report the fire.  He secured his bus and ran over to 
the building and rang the doorbells to wake everyone inside up.  Operator 
Murphy’s determination to alert the residents so that they could get out 
safely is to be commended.  
   



In July, Dennis will celebrate 25 years of service as a Bus Operator with the 
MBTA.  According to Sean Mills, his Supervisor at the Charlestown bus 
yard, “Dennis is a dedicated employee who keeps to himself and does not 
look for any attention.”  Early in the morning on that particular Thursday, 
Bus Operator Murphy made it a point to get the attention of the residents in 
that burning building on Elm Street.  The motto, “If you see something, say 
something” is an integral part of the MBTA’s safety message to its 
passengers for help in keeping our buses, trains, and stations safe. 
Operator Murphy’s actions are a great example to our passengers and to 
the public that MassDOT employees take that message seriously, and go 
out of their way to help keep the communities that we serve safe.   
 
At the April Board Meeting, MBTA General Manager Beverly Scott 
presented Dennis with a commendation for his actions and MassDOT is 
very proud to further honor him as this month’s Employee of the Month. 

 
 

 
Public Private Partnership Commission 

 
On Wednesday, May 29, the Public Private Partnership Commission held 
its first ever meeting chaired by Director Macdonald.    
 
As we know, the Commission is responsible for reviewing and 
recommending public-private partnership opportunities for transportation 
infrastructure projects.  These kinds of partnerships have been used across 
the world as an alternative way of procuring and financing projects that 
would otherwise require taxpayer funding. 
 
I’m exciting that we’re taking a major step toward rethinking how we can 
finance infrastructure improvements and I look forward to the Commission’s 
work.   
 
Peregrine Falcons Discovered in District 2 

On June 4, our Highway Division employees from District 2 successfully 
helped the Division of Fisheries and Wildlife band recently discovered 
Peregrine Falcons living underneath the Coolidge Bridge (Route 9) over the 
Connecticut River.  This is the second set of Peregrine Falcons that have 
been discovered living under a bridge.  The first pair was discovered in 



2011 and were living underneath the bridge that carries the Turnpike 
between Chicopee and West Springfield. 

Banding the falcons allows Fisheries and Wildlife to safely track their health 
and growth.  In addition to the banding, our crews with Fisheries and 
Wildlife have also successfully installed nest boxes; the pair that moved 
into the next box in 2011 have since produced offspring. 

Because of the use of DDT in insecticides, the species were lost 
completely to Massachusetts and a large area of the eastern United States 
in the 1950’s.   

Greg Vilidnitsky Bridge Dedication  

On June 12, I, and Administrator DePaola, and Representative Walsh 
attended a bridge dedication ceremony for Greg Vilidnitsky, an Engineer 
who was killed by a drunk driver on Sept. 14, 2010 in Framingham.   
 
The bridge, which carries Route 9 over the Sudbury River has a plaque on 
it that his family insisted simply identify Greg as a “Civil Engineer.”   
 
His son, Boris, who spoke at the ceremony talked about his father’s love for 
his career and how he put his heart and soul into being an Engineer.  By all 
accounts, Greg was working well below his level of skill and was being 
groomed by his supervisors to become a Resident Engineer.   
 
 
Dump the Pump Day 
 
Lastly, tomorrow, Thursday, June 20, the MBTA will be participating in this 
year’s national “Dump the Pump Day.”  This is a day to encourage people 
to get out of their cars and take public transit, save on gas, and reduce their 
carbon emissions.   
 
“Dump the Pump Day” comes approximately six months after we 
announced our goal of tripling the share of travelers in the Commonwealth 
who shift their mode to walking, bicycling, and using public transit.   
 
“Dump the Pump Day” builds on our aim of fostering improved quality of 
life, improving the environment, and preserving highway capacity.   



I’m looking forward to additional riders on the T tomorrow in cerebration of 
the day.  
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  That concludes my remarks.   
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