
Ten Park Plaza, Suite 3830, Boston, MA 02116 
www.mass.gov/massdot 

MassDOT Board of Directors 

 

 

 

MINUTES 

MassDOT BOARD MEETING OF JULY 17, 2013 

 

At the call of the Chair, a Meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Massachusetts Department of Transportation was held at the MassDOT Board 

Room, State Transportation Building, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 3830, Boston, MA on 

Wednesday, July 17, 2013.   

 

There were present:  Messrs. Jenkins, Alvaro, Davey, Macdonald, Whittle 

and Miss Loux, being a quorum of the Board of Directors of the Massachusetts 

Department of Transportation.    

 

Also present were the General Manager and Rail and Transit 

Administrator Scott, Frank DePaola, Administrator of the Highway Division, 

Rachel Kaprielian, Administrator of the RMV Division, Christopher Willenborg, 

Administrator of the Aeronautics Division, Rachael Rollins, MassDOT/MBTA 

General Counsel, Owen Kane, Senior Counsel to the Board, and Paula Fallon, 

Recording Secretary. 

 

The Chairman, Mr. Jenkins, presided.  
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Chairman Jenkins called the Open Meeting to Order and presented the 

order of business. He announced that Director Bonfiglio will not be here today.  

 

Chairman Jenkins opened up the meeting for public comment. 

 

The first set of speakers Karen Harris, Rosalba Solis, Bernard Doherty, 

Margaret Faerey, John Lovett, Luis Valerio were from Bridging Forest Hills. They 

are against the removal of the Casey Overpass and would like the decision to put 

an at-grade solution changed to the replacement of the bridge overpass. 

Chairman Jenkins announced that Administrator Frank DePaola will take 

all their comments into consideration.  

Director Loux noted that she attended the first two public meetings for the 

Casey Overpass. She stated that an HNTB consultant told the people at the 

public meeting that the at-grade solution cost more than the bridge, only to find 

out later that wasn’t the case. She would like Administrator DePaola to take a 

serious look at how the at-grade solution could work in such a heavily congested 

area. 

The next speaker was Karen Narefsky from the Somerville Community 

Corporation. Ms.Narefsky would like to continue to work with the Board and 

MassDOT by gaining jobs for Somerville residents on the Green Line Extension 

Project. She was happy to report that they had a great meeting with 

representatives from MassDOT and the MBTA where they agreed to establish an 



 
 

3 
 

MOU to make sure residents of Somerville, Medford and Cambridge can benefit 

with career opportunities with the extension of the Green Line.  

The next speaker was Larry Fabian from Uphams Corner. Mr. Fabian 

would like the public to embrace Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) as an alternate 

mode of transportation.  

The next speaker was Mayor Curtatone from Somerville. The Mayor 

spoke in favor of items 11 and 12 on the agenda. He noted that the Green Line 

Extension corridor has enormous potential to benefit not just Somerville but the 

entire Commonwealth. 

The next speaker was Mark Tedrow from Livable Streets. Mr. Tedrow is in 

favor of the proposed design for the Casey Overpass. They would like a more 

walkable, bike and pedestrian friendly environment. 

The next speaker was Wig Zagmore from Somerville. Mr. Zagmore is in 

favor of the two Green Line Extension items on the agenda. 

The final speaker was Sara Freedman from Arborway 

Coalition/WAG/DAG. Ms. Freedman wanted to express her support for the at-

grade solution for the Casey Overpass.  

 

Chairman Jenkins closed public comment period. 

 

The next item on the agenda is the presentation of the first annual William 

A. Mitchell Eno Award. The Chairman asked Jon Davis to introduce Bill Mitchell’s 
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family. He introduced Bill’s wife Corinne Mitchell, his daughter Courtney, his 

sister Kathy Mitchell Gill, and Leanne Maki and Kaarlo Maki. The Chairman, 

Director Loux and Secretary Davey each shared a special memory of Bill 

Mitchell. General Manager Scott introduced Jon Davis who presented the award. 

 The recipient of the first annual William A. Mitchell Eno Award was Susie 

Garcia, Deputy Director, Orange Line Operations.  Susie started her career at the 

MBTA as a Part Time Bus Operator over 24 years ago. She went on to become a 

Bus Inspector and then a Supervisor before moving to Heavy Rail Operations in 

2008. Susie was nominated by Tina Beasley, Director of Heavy Rail Operations, 

for her outstanding leadership and management in Heavy Rail Operations.   

Susie has been recognized for her “get the job done attitude” no matter 

what the issue or crisis throughout Heavy Rail Operations.  Whether giving 

directions in English and Spanish to a crowd of frustrated commuters boarding 

shuttle buses at Ashmont Station; hosting Heavy Rail employee Roundtables; or 

ensuring that Orange Line service stays on time in the midst of construction, 

Susie always exudes a positive attitude and a willingness to get the job done. 

In a recent article published on the Eno website, Susie stated that she is a 

strong believer in teamwork; it is what she instills in her employees, and credits 

to her (and the MBTA’s) success. “In my current position I don’t do this by myself 

– this is a team effort and everything is collaboration. I don’t ask my employees 

to do anything I wouldn’t do myself.  We rise or fall together.” 
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The next item on the agenda is the Secretary/CEO’s report. The Secretary 

announced the opening of the Fairmount Line. He attended the event for the 

opening of the Fairmount Line earlier in the day with the Governor and the 

General Manager. (Full Report attached) 

The next item on the agenda was General Manager Scott’s report. Dr. 

Scott updated the Board on the Cape Flyer, Transit Division, MBTA’s Fiscal 

Responsibility, Safety, Customer Service, Employees, and Innovation. Dr. Scott 

also gave a brief update on the Commuter Rail Procurement noting it is on 

schedule with both teams remaining in the competition. The process is being 

handled with direct Legal oversight. (Full report attached.) 

Next Frank DePaola, Administrator of the Highway Division gave a brief 

presentation on the Longfellow Bridge project.  

Next Chris Willenborg, Administrator from of the Aeronautics Division gave 

his report. Mr. Willenborg noted the Pavement Management System Project is 

complete. They are still working with the FAA on the AIP for the Capital 

Improvement Projects. He also announced three upcoming events in 

Marlborough and Great Barrington on August 17 and movie night in North Adams 

on August 26th. 

Next Celia Blue, Assistant Secretary and Registrar Kaprielian gave the 

presentation on “Re-Imagining the RMV.” Ms. Blue began by noting Secretary 

Davey asked OPM&I to lead a working group to identify opportunities for 

improving the RMV’s efficiency and effectiveness. They developed a whitepaper 
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with suggested reforms of replacing the RMV’s aging technology, streamlining 

statewide network of offices, widening the selection of in-branch and out of 

branch business options, increasing website traffic and making it easier for our 

partners and customers to do business with us at MassDOT.  

 Next Jeffrey Simon, Assistant Secretary for Asset and Development 

gave a presentation on his department. He walked the Board through the 

different MassDOT/MBTA properties. He also talked about the combining of the 

offices under shared services and the consolidated responsibilities. Mr. Simon 

ended with the future vision of the department for MassDOT. The Board asked 

for some follow-up information on some of the developments. They also 

requested a copy of his presentation. (Presentation attached) 

 

The next item on the agenda presented by Frank DePaola was the 

authorization to delegate to the Secretary/CEO of MassDOT authorization to 

award the contract entitled, “Callahan Tunnel Rehabilitation.”  

On motion duly made and seconded; it was; 

VOTED: That the Secretary/CEO and/or Administrator for the Highway 
Division, be and hereby is, authorized to execute, in the name and on 
behalf of the Department, and in a form approved by General Counsel, a 
certain Highway Division Contract No. 78184 entitled, "Boston - Callahan 
Tunnel Rehabilitation Including Curb, Roadway and Wall Panels" with 
lowest eligible and responsible bidder in an amount equal to the low bid 
based upon a schedule of unit and lump sum prices, said contractor being 
the lowest responsible and eligible bidder in response to requests for 
sealed proposals. 
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 The next item on the agenda presented by Tom Donald was the 

authorization to award a construction contract for Oak Bluffs-Tisbury, Drawbridge 

replacement with Middlesex Corporation in the amount of $39,384,066.50.  

 On motion duly made and seconded; it was; 

VOTED: That the Secretary/CEO and/or Administrator for the Highway 
Division, be and hereby is, authorized to execute, in the name and on 
behalf of the Department, and in a form approved by General Counsel, a 
certain Highway Division Contract No, 76542 entitled, "Drawbridge 
Replacement Br, No, 0-01-001 =T -04-001 Beach Road over Lagoon Pond in 
the Towns of Oak Bluffs - Tisbury" with The Middlesex Corporation in the 
amount of $39,384,066.50 based upon a schedule of unit prices, said 
contractor being the lowest responsible and eligible bidder in response to 
requests for sealed proposals. 
 

 The next two items on the agenda were presented by Mary Ainsley. Item 

11 was an authorization to approve Amendment No. 6 to MBTA Contract No. 

E22PS02 entitled, “Green Line Extension - Program Management, Construction 

Management and Preliminary Design” with Gilbane Building Company/HDR 

Engineering Inc., a Joint Venture to provide a continuation of Program 

Management Services, Environmental, New Starts, Real Estate, Survey and 

additional services to the Green Line Extension Project, for an estimated sum not 

to exceed $26,124,488.00. 

 On motion duly made and seconded, it was; 

VOTED: That the General Manager and Rail & Transit Administrator be, and 
hereby is, authorized to execute, in the name and on behalf of the 
Authority, subject to the approval of the Secretary and CEO and in a form 
approved by the General Counsel, Amendment NO.6 to MBTA Contract No. 
E22PS02, entitled "Green Line Extension Project - Program Management, 
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Construction Management and Preliminary Design," with Gilbane Building 
Company/HDR Engineering Inc., a Joint Venture for the Green Line 
Extension Project for an estimated sum not to exceed $26,124,488.00, 
subject to final negotiation and pre-audit, with a duration of time of 
eighteen (18) months. 
 
 The next item asked for authorization to approve and authorize the 

General Manager and Rail and Transit Administrator to award a Master 

Agreement and Preconstruction Services contract for MBTA Contract No. 

CM/GC/E22, entitled “Green Line Extension (GLX) Project, CM/GC with White 

Skanska Kiewit JV (WSK), a joint venture consisting of J. F. White Contracting 

Co., Skanska USA Civil Northeast, Inc. and Kiewit Infrastructure Company, for an 

estimated sum not to exceed $7,150,000.00 with a duration of eighteen (18) 

months from the Notice to Proceed and to authorize the Secretary/CEO to 

execute an Intergovernmental Service Agreement amendment in the amount of 

$40,837,580 (which includes administrative expenses) in support of a portion of 

costs of MBTA Contract No. CM/GC/E22, two amendments for design services, 

and the award of the Independent Cost Estimator for the GLX Project.  

 On motion duly made and seconded; it was unanimously; 

VOTED: That, the Board of Directors hereby grants in the name and on 
behalf of the Authority, subject to the approval of the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation (MassDOT), a Master Agreement and a 
Preconstruction Services contract for MBTA Contract No. CM/GC/E22, 
entitled "Green Line Extension (GLX) Project, Construction 
Manager/General Contractor (CM/GC)" with White Skanska Kiewit, JV 
(WSK) for an estimated sum not to exceed $7,150,000.00 with a duration of 
eighteen (18) months from the Notice to Proceed; and further 
 
VOTED: That the Board of Directors approve and authorize the  
Secretary/CEO to execute an Intergovernmental Service Agreement (ISA) 
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amendment in the amount of $40,837,580.00 (which includes administrative 
expenses) in support of a portion of costs of MBTA Contract No. 
CM/GC/E22, two (2) Amendments for Design services and the award of the 
Independent Cost Estimator (ICE) for the Green Line Extension Project. ISA 
breakdown is as follows: 
 
Description      Dollars   Grant No. 
 
MBTA Contract No.CM/GC/E22   $7,150,000.00  S11002 
E22PS02 - Amendment NO.5  $44,043.00   S11002 
(Fee for MIT) Services) 
E22PS02 - Amendment No. 6  $26,124,488.00  S11002 
(Additional CM/PM Services) 
E22PS05 - Award     $6,133,000.00  S11002 
(Independent Cost Estimator) 
MBTA Administrative Expense   $1,386,050.00  S11002 
 

Chairman Jenkins announced the end of open session. He stated that we 

will be going into executive session to discuss a current real estate transaction 

and a potential transaction. He announced we will not be going back into open 

session.  

 

On motion duly made and seconded, it was unanimously;  

 
 
VOTED: to adjourn.  

 

Documents relied on in meeting: 
Secretary Davey’s Report 
General Manager’s Report 
Re-Imaging the RMV PowerPoint 
Longfellow Bridge PowerPoint 
Asset and Development PowerPoint 
Staff Summaries 9-12 
 


