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Opening Remarks 
 
Since we last met, we continue to make good on our promise to deliver 
better transportation services across all modes, in all corners of the 
Commonwealth. 
 
We broke ground on the reconstruction of Tyringham Road in Lee, a critical 
regional connection to the Lee Outlets, which is a large employment center; 
we are in the process of a much-needed maintenance project to resurface 
State Road in Great Barrington to improve the ride quality through the 
downtown area; and we’re in the process of reconstructing the sidewalks 
and resurfacing the roadway along Gallivan Boulevard.  We’ve also begun 
design and planning work for upgrades to track and power systems on the 
Red and Orange Lines – important foundational work in anticipation of the 
purchase of new vehicles in the future. 
 
While there is a major question about the solvency of the Federal Highway 
Trust Fund, I am hopeful we can see Congress take action that will resolve 
the situation that if left unaddressed could become a crisis. 
 
You’ve probably heard me quote former Speaker Tip O’Neill, who said: 
“there’s no such thing as a Democratic or Republican pothole.”  I hope that 
our federal leaders can back to that understanding that investment in our 
transportation infrastructure benefits all of us.   
 
Employee Recognition Program 
 
This month we recognize Kenneth Charlton, an Engineer from District 5.  
Ken is the Resident Engineer on the Real Time Travel Monitoring System 
project for Cape Cod that successfully launched along Route 6 on April 11.  
He was involved in all aspects of this project and was the guiding force in 
keeping the project team motivated and on track to meet the tight deadlines 
and complicated scheduling issues.  Rolling out the technology proved to 



be a challenging task, but with Ken’s oversight, issues were discussed and 
resolved before they ever posed a threat to the project’s success.   And 
with the busy summer travel season upon us, our Route 6 roadway 
customers are already reaping the benefits of Ken’s hard work and 
dedication to our “GO Time” system installation.   
 
Boston Idea Week  
 
Beginning last week, the T and the DOT is playing a key role in partnering 
with the city of Boston, area businesses, and advocates in the first ever 
Boston Idea Week.  Idea Week’s purpose is to spur bold conversations 
about how we think about transportation and how we want to imagine its 
future, and what the means for the city of Boston and the region.  
 
As Idea Week continues into this week, we have installed idea boards at 
Downtown Crossing, and Ashmont and Courthouse stations.  We have also 
converted Courthouse Station into an “Idea Lab” for panel discussions and 
networking events to further these conversations.  In fact, I’ll be at 
Courthouse Station this evening for a panel discussion and I encourage all 
to attend.   
 
As part of Idea Week, we have also teamed up with Wayfair to repurpose a 
40-foot MBTA bus outfitted with furniture and décor into the Idea Bus.  
From last Thursday through Sunday, the Idea Bus was parked it at South 
Station and was a successful tool used to engage our customers and to 
challenge them to help us reimagine our future. 
 
Peregrine Falcon Banding 
 
Speaking of bright futures, the once-thought-lost Peregrine Falcon is 
making a comeback in the region.  This year we have a nesting pair that 
has made a home under the Calvin Coolidge Bridge, over the Connecticut 
River in Northampton and Hadley.  
 
Part of our GreenDOT initiative is to elevate our responsibility to 
environmental stewardship.  This includes incorporating elements in project 
designs to enhance and preserve our wildlife, water, and other natural 
resources.  To that effect, we have installed gravel filled nesting boxes on 
the bridge for the falcons, which provides the ideal habitat for this species.  
Recent observations show that the pair has produced offspring, and today, 



Jeff Corwin from Animal Planet is actually at the bridge helping to band the 
chicks.   
 
All-Electronic Tolling Testing Begins 
 
Since we last met, we began testing of the new all-electronic tolling system 
on the Tobin Bridge.  This is the last phase before we remove the toll plaza 
on the Tobin and transition to a system that no longer requires vehicles to 
slow down to pay a toll. 
 
This initial testing phase includes monitoring the clarity of the images 
captured by the technology, checking connections to the back office 
computers and the interface with the Registry of Motor Vehicles. The 
testing will also allow MassDOT to evaluate performance during periods of 
peak congestion and to also account for varying weather conditions. The 
goal of the testing is to identify any failure points and make corrections in 
advance of the permanent installation. 
 
AET will go live on the Tobin Bridge this summer, and I continue to 
encourage drivers to join E-ZPass. 
 
Holyoke Canal Walk 
 
I was with Governor Patrick on Monday to break ground on the latest phase 
of the Holyoke Canal Walk.  The project is a $3.5 million investment that 
will connect the Holyoke Innovation District, Heritage State Park, and 
historic Holyoke.  
 
This project is important because the Canal Walk and Heritage State Park 
are located in the midst of the Transit Oriented Design Project connecting 
the new Multimodal Transportation Center on Maple Street near Holyoke 
City Hall.  A new train platform will be built on nearby Dwight Street that will 
serve as the stop for Knowledge Corridor passenger rail service coming to 
the Connecticut River Valley by the end of 2014.  
 
This project is also important because it represents results of collaboration 
with the DOT, the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, 
and the city of Holyoke to get this job under way.  Moreover, it is also a 
recognition of the value we place on transportation investments like this 



that foster future economic opportunities and a renewed sense of optimism 
in what the future holds.   
 
South Coast Rail 
 
Today, pending the Board’s approval, the South Coast Rail Project will 
achieve another major milestone and bring us one step closer to restoring 
passenger rail service to Fall River and New Bedford.  
 
What we hope for today is to move forward on a $210 million contract to 
hire VHB and HNTB to advance the planning and design for the restoration 
process.  
 
This is building on the tremendous success we had last September, when 
the Army Corps of Engineers released its Final Environmental Impact 
Statement on our preferred route.  And it is also on the heels of ongoing 
work to replace ties along the Fall River Secondary Line and the New 
Bedford Mainline, which both continue to serve freight customers. 
 
As we have said time and time again, we are fully committed to making 
transportation investments with a statewide focus that produces regional 
economic benefits.  With the restoration of passenger rail service from 
South Station to the South Coast, we will connect the cities of Taunton, Fall 
River, and New Bedford – the only cities within 50 miles of Boston – not 
presently served by Commuter Rail.  
 
Today’s vote will be a continuation of that commitment and a statement that 
we are as serious as we have ever been about restoring rail to the South 
Coast.   
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  That concludes my remarks.   


