
ACTS, 1975. — CHAPS. 718, 719. 957 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section 9 of chapter 701 

of the acts of 1960 is hereby amended by striking out clause 
Fourth and inserting in place thereof the following clause: — 

Fourth: to the reserve fund, an amount sufficient to main
tain said fund at the amount of six hundred thousand dollars; 
and. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved December 6,1975. 

Chap. 718. A N ACT DIRECTING THE COUNTY TREASURER OF 
THE COUNTY OF NORFOLK TO PAY A CERTAIN SUM OF 
MONEY TO WILLIAM D. NESTI, A FORMER TEMPORARY 
CORRECTION OFFICER IN SAID COUNTY. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The county treasurer of Norfolk county, with 

the approval of the county commissioners of said county, is 
hereby authorized and directed to pay from any available 
funds to William D. Nesti, a former temporary correction 
officer in said county, the sum of eleven hundred twenty-five 
dollars and seventy-eight cents as compensation for salary 
he lost when he was suspended from his position on a charge of 
which he was later cleared. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved December 6,1975. 

Chap. 719. A N ACT CLARIFYING PROCEDURES FOR APPLYING 
FOR ABSENT VOTING BALLOTS BY DISABLED VOTERS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to clarify procedures for 
applying for absent voting ballots by disabled voters, therefore 
it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 86, as most recently amended by section 1 
of chapter 260 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof 
the following section: — 

Section 86. Any voter who during the hours that polling 
places are open on the day of a special state election or the 
biennial state election or of any special or regular state primary 
or of a presidential primary is absent from the city or town where 
he is a voter by reason of his employment in another community 
or for any other reason or who will be unable by reason of 
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physical disability to cast his vote in person at the polling place, 
and whose application for an official absent voting ballot has 
been filed with the city or town clerk as provided in section 
eighty-nine, or with the state secretary, and certified under 
section ninety-one, may vote in accordance with sections 
eighty-seven to one hundred and three, inclusive; provided, that 
a voter who is in a penal institution under sentence shall not be 
entitled or permitted to avail himself of the provisions of this 
and the seventeen following sections; and provided further, 
that a voter who will be unable by reason of temporary physical 
disability to cast his vote in person at the polling place shall file 
with the city or town clerk an application attesting to that fact 
under the pains and penalties of perjury as provided in sub
section (b) of section eighty-seven. A voter who will be unable 
by reason of permanent physical disability to cast his vote in 
person at the polling place may file once with the city or town 
clerk a certificate executed by a registered physician who is 
personally acquainted with the voter and aware of his permanent 
physical disability, stating that it is reasonably certain because 
of permanent physical disability that the voter will be unable 
to cast his vote in person at the polling place on the day of the 
election. The city or town clerk shall maintain a list of such 
permanently disabled voters and such voters shall not be re
quired to file any such certification thereafter with his applica
tion for an absent voting ballot. Persons who are listed on the 
permanently disabled voters' list shall be sent an affidavit as 
provided in subsection (c) of section eighty-seven and shall not 
be required to have their absent voting ballots notarized. 
Registrars and assistant registrars of all colleges and universities 
shall be authorized to act in place of a notary public for purposes 
of absent voting ballots and the notarization thereof for students 
who are enrolled in the college or university with which they are 
affiliated. Said registrars and assistant registrars, when acting 
in place of a notary public, shall do so by personally signing their 
name and shall not use a facsimile or stamp or any other device. 

Approved December 6,1975. 

Chap. 720. A N ACT MAKING CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE MEALS 
EXCISE LAW. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is, in part, to ensure the constitu
tionality of the meals excise law, therefore it is hereby declared 
to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva
tion of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 1 of chapter 64B of the General Laws 
is hereby amended by striking out the definition of "Restau-


