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Opening Remarks 
 
Good afternoon.  
 
As you all know, I’ve been named Acting Secretary and CEO of the 
Department of Transportation, effective November 1.   
 
I want to start off by saying while I’m not unknown to this Board, I am happy 
and excited to have the privilege of serving in this new capacity and 
continuing our work together as we strive to provide the best transportation 
system in the nation.   
 
I also want to publicly acknowledge the work of the now former Secretary 
and CEO, Rich Davey.  Secretary Davey brought an extraordinary level of 
energy and engagement to a job that requires nothing less than your best 
effort day in and day out.   
 
Working closely with this Board, Rich helped launch some of the most 
major and high-profile initiatives in recent memory: real-time travel 
information on major highways, countdown clocks on the T, electronic 
tolling on the Tobin, and soon the Turnpike; he made sure we prioritized 
bridge and roadway maintenance because of its importance to the 
economy; and he made sure that our 39 general use airports got the 
attention they deserved for the role that they play on a regional economic 
level. 
 
This, of course, is all the while he was forever thinking of new ways to 
improve the customer experience at the RMV.   
 
We all wish the former Secretary the best of luck and I’m happy to continue 
the work this Board has undertaken and to continue advancing toward our 
goal of leading the nation in transportation excellence.   
 



 
Dedication Ceremonies 
 
A few items of historical note: on Monday, November 10, I joined the 
Governor in a ceremony to re-dedicate South Station as the Governor 
Michael S. Dukakis Transportation Center at South Station.  The ceremony 
was to recognize the former Governor’s devotion to public transportation 
and his advocacy in renewing the public’s faith in it. 
 
To that end, just last night, we had an open house to kick off the 18-month 
planning and environmental review process for our plans to expand South 
Station’s capacity.  With 112,000 people passing through it each day, 
South Station is second only to Logan Airport as New England’s most 
heavily used transportation facility.  So it was only fitting to dedicate the 
station after its long-time champion.  
 
On the Highway side, this past Saturday, we re-dedicated the Callahan 
Tunnel by installing a new plaque commemorating the life and sacrifice of 
Lieutenant William F. Callahan, Jr.  The tunnel first opened for use on 
November 11, 1961, and along with its twin, the Sumner Tunnel, doubled 
the capacity for travel back and forth between East Boston and the 
downtown area. 
 
Upon its completion, the new tunnel was a testament to the will and 
determination of the people who envisioned a second harbor tunnel, which 
made it a fitting project to dedicate in the name of someone who gave his 
life in service to our country.   
 
We were joined by several members of the Callahan family to unveil the 
new plaque which is prominently displayed on Cross Street, in front of the 
tunnel.  I encourage everyone to take a look at it.   
 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  That concludes my remarks, and again, I’m 
excited to continue our work together.   
 
 
 


