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hundred and seventy-five upon certain real property in said 
town, which amount was erroneously assumed by the assessors 
of said town to have been due from said Tag Associates. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved December 15,1975. 

Chap. 748. A N ACT RELATIVE TO AMUSEMENT DEVICES. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to protect further the lives and 
safety of the public, therefore it is hereby declared to be an 
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience and safety. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out section 205A, inserted by chapter 
807 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section: — 

Section 205A. No person shall, by himself or through an 
agent, operate or cause to be operated a ferris wheel, carousel, 
inclined railway or similar amusement device, except in an 
amusement park of a permanent nature, unless such person 
has obtained a license from the commissioner of public safety, 
hereinafter called the commissioner. The commissioner, upon 
the receipt of proof that a person has obtained liability insurance 
as required by this section and upon certification by the liability 
insurance carrier that an amusement device hereinbefore de-

' scribed has met the safety standards of mechanical strength, 
rigidity and control established by the commissioner, shall 
issue a license for the operation of said device. A certificate of 
examination by a person who possesses a certificate of com
petency to examine amusement devices, issued under section 
sixty-two of chapter one hundred and forty-six, and a certificate 
of liability insurance shall be furnished to the commissioner ten 
days prior to the opening of any such device. The fee for a license 
under this section shall be twenty-five dollars. Such license 
shall expire one year from the date of issue thereof, unless re
voked for cause, and shall be valid throughout the common
wealth. A travelling carnival shall notify the commissioner at 
least one month in advance as to the location and dates such 
carnival will be in the commonwealth. 

If an injury requiring hospitalization has occurred on 
such an amusement device due to a defect or malfunction in 
such device, or if such device constitutes a hazard to life, limb, 
or property, as determined by the commissioner or his designee 
or by an agent of the insurance carrier, such amusement device 
shall be closed immediately; and within forty-eight hours, the 
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owner or operator shall notify the commissioner or his designee 
and the insurance carrier. Such amusement device shall remain 
closed until all necessary repairs have been completed to the 
satisfaction of the commissioner or his designee and the in
surance carrier. All such injuries shall be investigated by in
spectors in the division of inspection in the department of public 
safety. The licensee shall pay to the commissioner a fee of 
fifteen dollars for each hour or fraction thereof spent by each 
inspector while engaged in such investigation. 

If the insurance contract expires or is cancelled, notice 
shall be furnished by the insurance carrier to the commissioner 
at least ten days prior to termination and such amusement device 
shall be closed no later than said date of termination and remain 
closed until insurance is obtained. 

Every ferris wheel, carousel, inclined railway, or similar 
amusement device shall have embossed on the control unit and 
prominently displayed on at least three areas of the amusement 
device procedures for braking and allowing the amusement 
device to come to a safe stop. 

No minor shall operate any such amusement device. 
Subject to the provisions of chapter thirty A, the commis

sioner or his designee shall adopt and may, from time to time, 
amend rules and regulations relating to the safety and con
struction of such amusement device, and the amount and type of 
liability insurance to be carried before such a device may be 
operated within the commonwealth. The commissioner shall 
regulate the fee which may be charged for a safety certification 
by an insurance carrier. 

All insurance examiners authorized by this section to con
duct said examinations shall be certified by the department of 
public safety. 

The provisions of this section shall not apply to amusement 
parks of a permanent nature, recreational tramways, as defined 
in section seventy-one I of chapter one hundred and forty-three, 
or manually operated amusement rides with coin devices; 
provided, however, that the operator of any such park or ride 
shall furnish to the commissioner a certificate by a liability 
insurer carrier that all amusement devices in such park meet the 
rules and regulations established by the commissioner under this 
section. 

Whoever violates any provision of this section shall for 
each such violation be punished by a fine of not more than one 
thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than one year, 
or both. 

SECTION 2. Chapter 146 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by striking out section 60, as most recently amended 
by section 66 of chapter 684 of the acts of 1972, and inserting in 
place thereof the following section: — 
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Section 60. The application of a person desiring to act as 
inspector of boilers or an inspector of amusement devices for an 
insurance company shall be accompanied by a written request 
of said company for an examination of such person, together 
with a fee of twenty-five dollars. 

SECTION 3. Said chapter 146 is hereby further amended 
by striking out section 61, as appearing in the Tercentenary 
Edition, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 61. Three inspectors of the division shall act as a 
board of examiners. The applicant shall be examined as to the 
construction, installation, maintenance and repair of steam 
boilers and their appurtenances in the case of an applicant for a 
certificate of competency to inspect steam boilers, and, in the 
case of an applicant for a certificate of competency to inspect 
amusement devices, shall be examined in such matters as the 
inspectors shall deem relevant. 

SECTION 4. Said chapter 146 is hereby further amended by 
striking out section 62, as most recently amended by chapter 
523 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof the 
following section: — 

Section 62. If the applicant is found competent he shall receive 
a certificate of competency to inspect steam boilers or to in
spect amusement devices, as the case may be; provided, 
however, that if the holder of a certificate ceases to be employed 
as an inspector for a period of one year or more his certificate 
shall lapse and he shall be required to submit to reexamination 
for a new certificate. The fee for such reexamination shall be 
twenty dollars. Said certificate shall continue in force until 
the date of birth of the holder of the certificate occurring more 
than twelve months but not more than twenty-four months 
after the effective date of such certificate unless sooner revoked. 

If any such certificate of competency to inspect steam 
boilers or amusement devices or the renewal thereof expires 
in any even year, any subsequent renewal shall expire on the 
next anniversary of the holder's date of birth occurring in an 
even year. 

If any such certificate of competency to inspect steam boilers or 
to inspect amusement devices or renewal thereof expires in an odd 
year, any subsequent renewal shall expire on the next anniver
sary of the holder's date of birth occurring in an odd year. A 
certificate of competency to inspect steam boilers or to inspect 
amusement devices issued to a person born on February twenty-
ninth shall, for the purposes of this section, expire on March first. 
The fee for the renewal of the certificate of competency shall be ten 
dollars. Certificates not renewed at expiration date shall become 
void, and shall after one year be reinstated only by reexamination 
of the former holder of the certificate. A notice of the date of 
expiration of a certificate of competency to inspect steam boilers 
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or to inspect amusement devices shall, at least thirty days prior to 
such date, be sent to the holder of the certificate. The inspector of 
the division for the town where a holder of the certificate resides 
may issue a renewal certificate. A person whose certificate of 
competency is suspended or revoked shall surrender his cer
tificate to the chief or an inspector of the division. 

Approved December 15, 1975. 

Chap. 749. A N ACT RELATIVE TO THE QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
SUPERINTENDENTS OF RESIDENTIAL FACILITIES OF 
THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to forthwith broaden the qualifica
tions for new superintendents of residential facilities of the 
department of mental health, therefore it is hereby declared to 
be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation 
of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 14C of chapter 19 of the General Laws, as appearing 
in section 2 of chapter 888 of the acts of 1970, is hereby 
amended by striking out the first two sentences and inserting 
in place thereof the following two sentences: — When a vacancy 
occurs in the position of superintendent of a state hospital or 
state school or director or other head of any residential mental 
health or mental retardation facility of the department, the 
commissioner shall appoint to such a vacancy a person who 
holds an earned doctoral degree or master's degree from an 
accredited college or university in a discipline appropriate to 
the care, treatment or education of the mentally ill or mentally 
retarded. Any person receiving such appointment shall have had 
at least four years of administrative or clinical experience in the 
field of mental illness or mental retardation or equivalent ex
perience as determined by the commissioner. 

Approved December 15,1975. 

Chap. 750. A N ACT AMENDING CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLE IN
SURANCE LAWS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose which is to provide immediate relief to owners 
of motor vehicles therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer
gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the 
public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


