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Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Chapter 842 of the acts of 1970 is hereby amended 

by striking out section 13, as amended by chapter 360 of the acts 
of 1974, and inserting in place thereof the following section: — 

Section 13. Termination. This act and all powers delegated 
herein shall terminate on April first, nineteen hundred and 
seventy-six; provided that the provisions of this act shall be 
treated as still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining 
any proper suit, action or prosecution with respect to any right, 
liability or offense arising under the provisions of this act. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
Approved December 31, 1975. 

Chap. 852. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR IMPROVING RACING 
RECEIPTS IN THE COMMONWEALTH. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to 
defeat its purpose, which is to regulate the tax on running horse, 
harness horse and dog racing meetings, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. During the nineteen hundred and seventy-six, 
nineteen hundred and seventy-seven, nineteen hundred and 
seventy-eight and nineteen hundred and seventy-nine calendar 
years, each licensee conducting a running horse racing meeting, 
except at a state or county fair under the provisions of section 
five of chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General 
Laws shall return to the winning patrons in the manner 
provided by said section all sums deposited as wagers at said 
meeting, less the breaks, as defined in said section, and less an 
amount not to exceed nineteen per cent of the total amount so 
deposited. 

Every licensee shall cause to be posted in conspicuous places 
available to the public in all areas where wagers are made the 
following notice: 

"All patrons are advised that from each dollar waged no more 
than $.81 shall be awarded in prizes." 

SECTION 2. In order that the effect of this act, the intent of 
which is to provide funds to improve the quality of running horse 
racing meetings in the commonwealth and thereby to increase 
the activities at such racing meetings and the revenue therefrom, 
can be determined at the earliest possible date, each person 
licensed to conduct such racing meetings and required to pay 
over to the state racing commission the sums required under the 
provisions of section five of chapter one hundred and twenty-
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eight A of the General Laws, shall file with said commission no 
later than January fifteenth, nineteen hundred and seventy-
seven, January fifteenth, nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, 
January fifteenth, nineteen hundred and seventy-nine, and 
January fifteenth, nineteen hundred and eighty respectively, a 
statement of operations for the previous calendar year which 
shall contain: 

(1) A statement of the total amount withheld from all sums 
wagered and not returned to winning patrons, less the breaks, 
during said calendar year under the provisions of section one of 
this act; 

(2) A statement of the total amount which would have been 
withheld from all sums wagered and not returned to winning 
patrons, less the breaks, for the comparable period under the 
provisions of section five of chapter one hundred and twenty-
eight A in effect immediately prior to the passage of this act; 

(3) A statement of the amount retained by the licensee under 
the provisions of this act, which shall be the difference between 
(1) and (2) above; 

(4) A detailed analysis of the disposition made by such 
licensee of the amount shown in (3) above, including allocations 
to specific accounts, together with an explanation as to the 
manner in which such disposition or dispositions shall improve 
the quality of running horse racing meetings in the com
monwealth; and 

(5) Such other"information as the said"commission shall deem 
necessary in order to accomplish the aforementioned purpose. 

The statement of operations required by this section shall be 
in addition to all other statements or reports required of such 
licensee, and a copy of said statement shall, immediately upon 
receipt, be transmitted to the governor, the president of the 
senate and the speaker of the house of representatives. 

SECTION 2A. Section 2 of chapter 128A of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out clause (5) and inserting in place 
thereof the following clause: — 

(5) The hours of each day between which it is intended to hold 
or conduct racing at such meeting, which hours shall be not 
before ten o'clock ante meridian for horse racing and not before 
seven o'clock post meridian for dog racing except as provided for 
in section three, nor later than seven o'clock post meridian for 
running horse racing nor later than twelve o'clock midnight for 
harness horse racing and dog racing. 

SECTION 2B. Clause (c) of section 3 of said chapter 128A is 
hereby amended by adding the following three sentences: — In 
addition to the foregoing, the commission may, in its discretion, 
issue to any licensee licensed for dog racing in other periods of 
the year a license for a dog racing meeting between the hours of 
twelve o'clock noon and seven o'clock post meridian, provided 
that no such license shall be issued for any day on which a dog 
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racing meeting is to be held in the same location after seven 
o'clock post meridian. Such dog racing meeting shall hereinafter 
be referred to as matinee dog racing. Said meeting shall be 
considered a separate day of racing for the purpose of imposing 
the fee provided for in section four, for the purpose of computing 
the sums payable to the commission pursuant to section five, and 
for purposes of clause (g) of section three. 

SECTION 2C. Said section 3 of said chapter 128A is hereby 
further amended by striking out clause (e) and inserting in place 
thereof the following clause: — 

(e) Such dog racing meetings may be held only between the 
first day of April and the thirtieth day of November, both dates 
inclusive, in any year; provided, however, that matinee dog 
racing dates, as defined in clause (c) of this section, may only be 
awarded between the sixth day of July and the nineteenth day of 
September, both dates inclusive, in any one year. 

SECTION 2D. Said section 3 of said chapter 128A is hereby 
further amended by striking out clause (g) and inserting in place 
thereof the following clause: — 

(g) No licenses shall be issued for more than three hundred 
and thirty-five days in any one year nor for more than two 
hundred and ten racing days in any one county at all dog racing 
meetings combined, not including dog racing meetings at state 
and county fairs; provided, however, that not more than two 
hundred and seventy-five such racing days in any one year nor 
more than one hundred and fifty racing days in any one county 
shall be issued for all dog racing meetings combined which are 
held between the hours of seven o'clock post meridian and twelve 
o'clock midnight, not including dog racing meetings at state and 
county fairs; and not more than sixty such racing days may be 
awarded for all dog racing meetings combined conducted 
between the hours of twelve o'clock noon and seven o'clock post 
meridian. 

SECTION 3. Section 5 of chapter 128A of the General Laws is 
hereby amended by striking out the fifth paragraph and 
inserting in place thereof the following paragraph: — 

Each person licensed to conduct a dog racing meeting, other 
than a licensee holding a racing meeting in connection with a 
state or county fair, shall pay to the commission, on the day 
following each day of such dog racing meeting, except on the day 
following a Sunday dog racing meeting, a sum equal to six and 
one half per cent of so much of the total amount deposited on the 
preceding day by patrons so wagering at such meeting as does 
not exceed one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, ten per cent 
of so much thereof as exceeds one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars but does not exceed two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, eleven and one quarter per cent of so much thereof as 
exceeds two hundred and fifty thousand dollars but does not 
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exceed three hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, eleven 
and three quarters per cent of so much thereof as exceeds three 
hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, said percentages to 
be paid from the eighteen per cent withheld, as provided in this 
section, from the total amount wagered. Each licensee holding a 
dog racing meeting on Sunday, other than a licensee holding a 
dog racing meeting in connection with a state or county fair, 
shall pay to the commission on the day following each Sunday of 
such dog racing meeting a sum equal to five and one half per cent 
of so much of the total amount deposited on the preceding day by 
patrons so wagering at such meetings as does not exceed one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars, nine per cent of so much 
thereof as exceeds one hundred and fifty thousand dollars but 
does not exceed two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, ten and 
one quarter per cent of so .much thereof as exceeds two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars but does not exceed three hundred and 
seventy-five thousand dollars, ten and three quarters per cent of 
so much thereof as exceeds three hundred and seventy-five 
thousand dollars said percentages to be paid from the eighteen 
per cent withheld as provided in this section from the total 
amount. Each licensee may retain as his commission on the total 
of all sums so deposited, in addition to his share of the breaks as 
hereinafter provided, a sum not exceeding the balance of the 
eighteen per cent withheld as provided in this section from the 
total amount wagered after deducting therefrom the amount 
hereinbefore required to be paid to the commission: 

SECTION 4. Applications for licenses to hold and conduct 
matinee dog racing meetings for the number of dates authorized 
by this act may be filed with the state racing commission within 
thirty days following the effective date of this act; and said 
commission is authorized to award such matinee dog racing 
meetings and to issue licenses therefor upon applications so filed 
for such matinee dog racing meetings to be held or conducted in 
the calendar year nineteen hundred and seventy-six. Said 
commission's procedures for hearings upon all such applications 
shall be the same as the procedures on original applications for 
dog racing meetings filed under chapter one hundred and 
twenty-eight A of the General Laws. 

Approved December 31, 1975. 

Chap. 853 . A N A C T A L L O W I N G A S S E S S O R S T O E M P L O Y D I F F E R 

E N T METHODS IN DETERMINING THE FULL FAIR CASH 
VALUE OF PROPERTY. 

Be it enacted, etc. as follows: 
Chapter 59 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 

out section 38, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and 


