
HOUSE . No. 1095
By Mr. Johnson of Worcester, petition of Henry F. O’Connell, Jr., relative to

providing for the numbering of certain motorboatsand further regulating the equip-
ment and operation of motorboats and other vessels. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act providing for the numbering of certain motorboats
AND FURTHER REGULATING THE EQUIPMENT AND OPERATION OF
MOTORBOATS AND OTHER VESSELS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after chapter 102 the following new chapter:

Motorboats and Other Vessels.4
5 Section 1. Declaration of Policy. —lt is the policy of this
6 commonwealth to promote safety for persons and property in
7 and connected with the use, operation and equipment of vessels
8 and to promote uniformity of laws relating thereto.
9 Section 2. Definitions. —As used in this chapter, unless the

10 context clearly requires a different meaning:
11 (1) “Vessel” means every description of watercraft, other
12 than a seaplane on the water, used or capable of being used
13 as a means of transportation on water.
14 (2) “Motorboat” means any vessel propelled by ma-
-15 chinery, whether or not such machinery is the principal source
16 of propulsion, but shall not include a vessel which has a valid
17 marine document issued by the Bureau of Customs of the

Cfje CommontoealtJ) of Qgaosacfjusetts

Chapter 102A.



[Jan9 HOUSE — No. 1095.

18 United States Government or any federal agency successor
19 thereto.
20 (3) “Undocumented vessel” means any vessel which is not
21 required to have, and does not have, a valid marine document
22 issued by the United States Bureau of Customs or any federal
23 agency successor thereto.
24 (4) “Owner ” means the person who claims lawful possession
25 of a vessel by virtue of legal title or equitable interest therein
26 which entitles him to such possession.
27 (5) “Waters of this commonwealth” means all tidewaters,
28 inland lakes, ponds, rivers and, streams and reservoirs within
29 the territorial limits of this commonwealth and the marginal
30 sea adjacent to this commonwealth, and the high seas when
31 navigated as a part of a journey or ride to or from the shore of
32 this commonwealth.
33 (6) “Person” means an individual, partnership, firm, cor-
-34 poration, association or other entity.
35 (7) “Operate” means to navigate or otherwise use a motor-
-36 boat or vessel.
37 (8) “Operator” means the person who operates or who has
38 charge of the navigation or use of a motorboat or vessel.
39 (9) “Length” means the length of the vessel measured from
40 end to end over the deck excluding sheer.
41 (10) “Horsepower” means the rated horsepower of the ma-
-42 chine at maximum operating revolutions per minute.
43 (11) “Machinery” includes inboard and outboard engines
44 and all other types of motors or mechanical devices capable of
45 propelling vessels.
46 (12) “Ten horsepower” means the aggregate of all pro-
-47 pellant machinery on a vessel.
48 (13) “Ships Lifeboats” means lifeboats used solely for life-
-49 saving purposes and does not include dinghies, tenders, speed-
-50 boats or other types of craft carried aboard a vessel and used
51 for other than lifesaving purposes.
52 (14) “Underway” means not at anchor, aground or made
53 fast to the shore or to a buoy, raft, pier, wharf or other object
54 affixed to land.
55 (15) “State” means a State of the United States, Guam,
56 the Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, a terri-
-57 tory of the United States and the District of Columbia.
58 (16) “Boating Accident” means a motorboat or other ves-
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59 sel is involved in a “boating accident” whenever the occur-
-60 rence results in damage to property in excess of one hundred
61 dollars by or to the vessel or its equipment, or by or to an ob-
-6.2 ject or person being towed, pushed or propelled by the vessel;
63 or in an injury or loss of life to any person or in the disappear-
-64 ance of any person, or in the disappearance of any person from
65 on board under circumstances which indicate the possibility of
66 death or injury. A “boating accident” includes, but is not
67 limited to, capsizing, collision, foundering, flooding, fire, ex-
-68 plosion, grounding and the disappearance of a vessel other
69 than by theft.
70 (17) “Division” means the division of waterways of the dr
71 partment of public works.
72 Section 3. Operation of Unnumbered Motorboats Prohibited.
73 (a) Every motorboat on the waters of this commonwealth,
74 propelled by machinery of more than ten horsepower, whether
75 or not such machinery is the principal source of propulsion,
76 shall be numbered. No person shall operate or give permission
77 for the operation of any such motorboat on such Avaters unless
78 the motorboat is numbered in accordance Avith this chapter,
79 or in accordance Avith applicable federal IaAV, or in accordance
80 AA7 ith a federally approved numbering system of another state,
81 and unless (1) the certificate of number aAvarded to such motor-
-82 boat is in full force and effect, and (2) the identifying number
83 set forth in the certificate of number is displayed on each side
84 of the bow of such motorboat.
85 Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the numbering of any
86 undocumented vessel, which may be propelled by machinery,
87 upon request of the owner.
88 (b) The fees to be charged by the division shall not exceed:
89 (1) Original Numbering. . . . $4.00
90 (2) IleneAval of Number . . . . 3.00
91 (3) Reissue of Lost or Destroyed Certificate
92 of Number 1.00
93 (c) The division is hereby authorized to make regulations
94 relative to original, transfer, renewal, replacement, ajid tem-
-95 porary certificates of number, the cancellation of certificates
96 of number, and the information to be contained on applications
97 for certificates of number, and on certificates of number; pro-
-98 vided, that the requirements of the division shall be in con-
-99 formity with the requirements of the numbering system for
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motorboats under federal law. A change of motor is not re-
quired to be reported to the division.

100
101

(d) The numbering requirements of this chapter shall apply
to boats operated by manufacturers or dealers. The descrip-
tion of the boat will be omitted from the certificates of number
since the numbers and the certificates of number awarded may
be transferred from one boat to another. In lieu of the de-
scription the word “manufacturer” or “dealer”, as appro-
priate, will be plainly marked on each certificate. The manu-
facturer or dealer may have the number awarded printed upon
or attached to a removable sign temporarily but firmly mounted
upon or attached to the boat being demonstrated or tested.
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(e) The cer tificate of number of a livery boat shall be plainly
marked “livery boat”. The description of the motor and type
of fuel will be omitted from the certificate of number of a
livery boat in any case where the boat is rented with different
motors or with the person renting the boat supplying the
motor.
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(/) A motorboat principally used in Massachusetts and a
motorboat principally used on the high seas and usually
docked, moored, housed or garaged in Massachusetts shall be
numbered in Massachusetts in accordance with this chapter
and shall have a Massachusetts certificate of number.

118
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Section 4- Identification Number. (a) The owner of each
motorboat requiring numbering by this commonwealth shall
file an application for number with the division on forms ap-
proved by it. The application shall be signed by the owner of
the motorboat and shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee.
Upon receipt of the application in approved form, the division
shall enter the same upon the records of its office and issue to
the applicant a certificate of number stating the number
awarded to the motorboat and the name and address of the
owner. The owner shall paint on or attach to each side of the
bow of the motorboat the identification number. The num-
ber shall read from left to right and shall be in block characters
of good proportion not less than three inches in height. The
number shall be of a color which will contrast with the color of
the background and so maintained as to be clearly visible and
legible. The certificate of number shall be pocket size (ap-
proximately two and one half by three and one half inches)
and water resistant and shall be available at all times for in-
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141 spection on the motorboat for which issued, whenever such
142 motorboat is in operation.
143 (6) The owner of any motorboat already covered by a num-
144 ber in full force and effect which has been awarded to it pur-
145 suant to federal law or a federally approved numbering system
146 of another state shall record the number prior to operating the
147 motorboat on the waters of this commonwealth in excess of the
148 ninety-day reciprocity period provided for in section six (1)
149 of this chapter. Such recording shall be in the manner and
150 pursuant to the procedure required for the award of a nu
151 ber under subsection (a) of this section, except that no addi-
152 tional or substitute Massachusetts number shall be issued.
153 The number shall be recorded as valid for the remainder of its
154 term and a registration fee pro-rated on the basis of a Mas
155 chusetts renewal of a number fee shall be charged

156 (c) Should the ownership of a motorboat change, a new
157 application form with fee shall be filed with the division and a
158 new certificate of number shall be awarded in the same manner
159 as provided for in an original award of number
160 (d) The numbering system and pattern employed pursuant
161 to this chapter by the division shall conform to the over-all
162 system of numbering for motorboats within the United Stat
163 prescribed by federal law and must be approved by the secre-
164 tary of the department in which the United States Coast
165 Guard is operatin
166 (e) All records of the division made or kept pursuant to this
167 section shall be public records
168 (/) An original certificate of number initially awarded pur-
169 suant to this chapter shall be valid for a period ending two
170 years from the anniversary of the date of birth ( car

171 next succeeding the issuance of the certificate. Each renewal
172 shall be valid for a period ending three years from the date c
173 expiration of the certificates so renewed. A certificate issued
174 to other than an individual shall expire three years from the
175 date of issuance
176 (g) The owner shall furnish the division notice of the trans-
177 fer of all or any part of his interest other than the creation of
178 a security interest in a motorboat numbered in this common-
179 wealth pursuant to subsections (a) and (h) of this section or of
180 the destruction or abandonment of such motorboat, within
181 fifteen days thereof. Such transfer, destruction or abandon-
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ment shall terminate the certificate of number for such motor-
boat except, that in the case of a transfer of a part interest
which does not affect the owner’s right to operate such motor-
boat, such transfer shall not terminate the certificate of number.

182
183
184
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(h) Any holder of a certificate of number shall notify the
division within fifteen days, if his address no longer conforms to
the address appearing on the certificate and shall, as a part
of such notification, furnish the division with his new address.
The division may provide in its regulations for the surrender of
the certificate bearing the former address and its replacement

186
187
188
189
190
191

with a certificate bearing the new address or for the alteration
of an outstanding certificate to show the new address of the
holder.

192
193
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(i) No number other than the number awarded to a motor-
boat or granted reciprocity pursuant to this chapter shall be
painted, attached or otherwise displayed on either side of the
bow of such motorboat.

195
196
197
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Section 5. Classification and Required Equipment. (a)
Motorboats subject to the provisions of this chapter shall be
divided into four classes as follows:

199
200
201

Class A. Less than sixteen feet in length.202
Class 1. Sixteen feet or over and less than twenty-six feet

in length.
203
204

Class 2. Twenty-six feet or over and less than forty feet in
length.

205
20(5

Class 3. Forty feet or over207
(6) Every motorboat in ail weathers from sunset to sunrise

shall carry and exhibit the following lights when under way,
and during such time no other lights which may be mistaken
for those prescribed shall be exhibited. No penalty shall be
incurred for failure to carry lights between the hours from
sunrise to sunset.

208
209
210
211
212
,'1

(1) Every motorboat of classes A and 1 shall carry the
following lights:

214
215

First. A bright white light aft to show all around the
horizon.

210
217

Second. A combined lantern in the forepart of the vessel
and lower than the white light aft, showing green to starboard
and red to port, so fixed as to throw the light from right ahead
to two points abaft the beam on their respective sides.

21S
219
220
221
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222 (2) Every motorboat of classes 2 and 3 shall carry the fol-
-223 lowing lights:
224 First. A bright white light in the fore part of the vessel as
225 near the stem as practicable, so constructed as to show an
226 unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of twenty points of
227 the compass, so fixed as to throw the light ten points on each
228 side of the vessel; namely, from right ahead to two points
229 abaft the beam on either side.
230 Second. A bright white light aft to show all around the
231 horizon and higher than the white light forward.
232 Third. On the starboard side a green light so constructed as
233 to show an unbroken light over an arc of the horizon of ten
234 points of the compass, so fixed as to throw the light from right
235 ahead to two points abaft the beam on the starboard side. On
236 the port side a red light so constructed as to show an un-
-237 broken light over an arc of the horizon of ten points of the
238 compass, so fixed as to throw the light from right ahead to two
239 points abaft the beam on the port side. The said side lights
240 shall be fitted with inboard screens of sufficient height so set
241 as to prevent these lights from being seen across the bow.
242 (3) Motorboats of classes A and 1 when propelled by sail
243 alone shall carry the combined lantern, but not the white light
244 aft, prescribed by subsection (b ) (1) of this section. Motor-
-245 boats of classes 2 and 3, when so propelled, shall carry the
246 colored side lights, suitably screened, but not the white lights
247 prescribed by subsection (6) (2) of this section. A motorboat
248 of classes A, 1, 2 or 3 of subsection 5 (a) of this section when
249 propelled by sail alone, if not otherwise required or authorized
250 by this section to carry one or more lights visible from aft,
251 shall carry at her stern a white light, so constructed that it
252 shall show an unbroken light over the arc of the horizon of
253 twelve points of the compass, so fixed as to show the light six
254 points, from right aft on each side of the vessel. Such light
255 shall be carried as nearly as practicable on the same level as
2q6 the side lights. In a small motorboat propelled by sail alone,
257 if it is not possible on account of bad weather or other suffi-
-258 cient cause for this light to be fixed, an electric torch or a
259 lighted lantern shall be kept at hand ready for use and shall,
260 on the approach of an overtaking vessel, be shown in sufficient
261 time to prevent collision.
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262 (4) Every white light prescribed by this section shall be of
such character as to be visible at a distance of at least two263
miles. Every colored light prescribed by this section shall be264
of such character as to be visible at a distance of at least one265
mile. The word "visible” in this subsection, when applied to266
lights, shall mean visible on a dark night with clear atmosphere.267

(5) When propelled by sail and machinery any motorboat268
shall carry the light required by this section for a motorboat269
propelled by machinery only.270

(c) Any vessel may carry and exhibit the lights required by271
272 the Federal Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1948,
273 Federal Act of October 11,1951 (33 USC 143-147D) as amended

in lieu of the lights required by subsection (6) of this section.274
(d) Every motorboat of class 1, 2 or 3 shall be provided275

with an efficient whistle or other sound-producing mechanical276
appliance.277

(e) Every motorboat of class 2 or 3 shall be provided with278
an efficient bell.279

(/) Every motorboat shall carry at least one Coast Guard-280
approved life preserver, or life belt, or ring buoy or other de-281
vice of the sort prescribed by the regulations of the division282
for each person on board, so placed as to be readily accessible;283
provided, that every motorboat carrying passengers for hire284
shall carry so placed as to be readily accessible at least one285
Coast Guard-approved life preserver of the sort prescribed by286
the regulations of the division for each person on board.287

(g) Every motorboat shall be provided with such number (as288

289 specified in this subsection), size and t}rpe of fire extinguishers
290 capable of promptly and effectually extinguishing burning gaso-

line, as may be prescribed by the regulations of the division;291
292 which fire extinguishers shall be at all times kept in condition
293 for immediate and effective use and shall be so placed as to be

readily accessible. Outboard motorboats less than twenty-six294
feet in length of open construction, not carrying passengers295
for hire, are not required to carry fire extinguishers. Fire ex-296 for hire, are not required to carry fire

297 tinguishers shall be provided as follows
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Minimum Number of B-l Hand Portable
Fire Entinguisiiers Required.*

Fixed Fire
Extinguishing

System in
Machinery Space.

No Fixed Fire
Extinguishing

System
Machinery Space,

1

1

0

016 and over, but under 26
26 and over, but under 40

1

12

40 and over 33

• One B-2 hand portable fire extinguisher may be substituted for two B-l hand portable fire extinguishers.

FIRE EXTINGUISHER CLASSIFICATION

Classification j Foam, Carbon Dioxide, Dry Chemical,
Type-size. ( Gallons. Pounds. Pounds.I

B-l I IJi I 4 4

B-2 | 2'A 15 | 12

298 (h) The provisions of subsections (d), (e ) and (g) of this sec-
-299 tion shall not apply to motorboats propelled by outboard
300 motors while competing in any race previously arranged or
301 announced through the division if such race occurs on inland
302 lakes, ponds, rivers and streams, reservoirs, and such other
303 inland waters which are exclusively within the jurisdiction of
304 the commonwealth and not subject to the Federal Navigation
305 Laws, or, through an authorized agency of the United States
306 if such race occurs on tidewaters, rivers and streams, and such
307 other waters which are within the jurisdiction of the common-
-308 wealth and subject to the Federal Navigation Laws, or, if such
309 boats be designed and intended solely for racing, while en-
-310 gaged in such navigation as is incidental to the tuning up of
311 the boats and engines for such race.
312 (i) Every motorboat shall have the carburetor or carburet-
-313 ors of every engine therein (except outboard motors) using
314 gasoline as fuel, equipped with such efficient flame arrestor,
315 backfire trap, or other similar device as may be prescribed by
316 the regulations of the division.
317 (j) Every such motorboat and every such vessel, except open
318 boats, using as fuel any liquid of a volatile nature, shall be
319 provided with such means as may be prescribed by the regula-
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320 lions of the division for properly and efficiently ventilating the
bilges of the engine and fuel tank compartments so as to re-321
move any explosive or inflammable gases.322

(k) The division with the advice and consent of the governor323
and council is hereby authorized to make regulations imple-324

325 menting subsections five (d), five (e), five (/), five (gr), five (i)
326 and five (j) of this section; provided, that such regulations
327 shall be in conformity with but not in excess of the Federal

Navigation Laws or with the navigation rules promulgated by328
the United States Coast Guard.329

(I) The division with the advice and consent of the governor330
and council is hereby authorized to make rules and regulations331
modifying the equipment requirements contained in this sec-332
tion to the extent necessary to keep these requirements in333
conformity with but not in excess of the provisions of the Fed-334

335 eral Navigation Laws and the navigation rules promulgated by
336 the United States Coast Guard.
337 (m) The division with the advice and consent of the gov-

ernor and council is hereby authorized to establish and main-338
tain for the operation of vessels on the waters of this common-339
wealth pilot rules in conformity with the pilot rules contained340
in the Federal Navigation Laws or the navigation rules pro-341
mulgated by the United States Coast Guard.342

(n) No person shall operate or give permission for the op-343
eration of a vessel which is not equipped as required by this344
section or modification thereof.345

Section 6. Exemption from Numbering Provisions of This346
Chapter. A motorboat shall not be required to be numbered347
under this chapter if it is:348

(1) Already covered by a number in full force and effect349
which has been awarded to it pursuant to federal law or a350
federally approved numbering system of another state; pro-351

352 vided, that such boat shall not have been within this common-
353 w'ealth for a period of time in excess of ninety consecutive

days.354
355 (2) A motorboat from a country other than the United

States temporarily using the waters of this commonwealth356
(3) Public vessels of the United States and state and mu-357

nicipal vessels other than vessels of the commonwealth of358
Massachusetts and its municipalities.359

360 (4) A ship’s lifeboat.
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361 (5) A motorboat belonging to a class of boats which has
362 been exempted from numbering by the division after said divi-
-363 sion has found that the numbering of motorboats of such class
364 will not materially aid in their identification; and, if an agency
365 of the federal government has a numbering system applicable
366 to the class of motorboats to which the motorboat in question
367 belongs, after the division has further found that the motor-
-368 boat would also be exempt from numbering if it were subject
369 to the federal law.
370 Section 7. Muffling Devices. The exhaust of every internal
371 combustion engine used on any motorboat shall be effectively
372 muffled by a muffler or underwater exhaust of a type or types
373 approved by and used in conformity with rules and regulations
374 hereby authorized to be promulgated by the division; pro-
-375 vided, that such regulations shall be in conformity with but
376 not in excess of the Federal Navigation Laws or with the
377 navigation rules promulgated by the United States Coast
378 Guard. The use of cutouts is prohibited, except for motor-
-379 boats propelled by outboard motors competing in a race pre-
-380 viously arranged or announced through the division if such
381 race occurs on inland lakes, ponds, rivers and streams, reser-
-382 voirs and such other inland waters which are exclusively within
383 the jursidiction of the commonwealth and not subject to the
384 Federal Navigation Laws or through an authorized agency of
385 the United States if such race occurs on tidewaters, rivers and
386 streams, and such other waters which are within the jurisdic-
-387 tion of the commonwealth and subject to the Federal Naviga-
-388 tion Laws, and for such motorboats propelled by outboard
389 motors while on trial runs, during a period not to exceed forty-
-390 eight hours immediately preceding such race and for such
391 motorboats propelled by outboard motors while competing in
392 official trials for speed records during a period not to exceed
393 forty-eight hours immediately following such race.
394 Section 8. Prohibited Operation. —No person shall operate
395 any motorboat or vessel, or manipulate any water skis, suif-
-396 board or similar device in a reckless or negligent manner so as
397 to endanger the life, limb or property of any person.
398 Section 9. Collisions, Accidents and Casualties. (a) In the
399 case of collision, accident or other casualty involving a motor-
-400 boat or other vessel, it shall be the duty of the operator, if and
401 so far as he can do so without serious danger to his own vessel,
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402 or persons aboard, to render such assistance as may be prac
403 ticable and necessary to other persons affected by the collision
404 accident or casualty in order to save them from danger caused
405 by the collision, accident or casualty. He shall also give his
406 name, address and identification of his vessel to any person
407 injured and to the owner of any property damaged.
408 ( b ) In the case of collision, accident or other casualty in-
409 volving a motorboat or other vessel, the operator thereof, if
410 the collision, accident or other casualty results in death or
411 injury to a person or damage to property in excess of one hun-
412 dred dollars shall file with the division a full descxiption of the
413 collision, accident or other casualty, including such informa-
414 tion as said division may by regulation require. Such report
415 shall conform to the requirements for a boating accident report
416 under federal law. Whenever death results from a boating acci-
417 dent, a written report shall be submitted within forty-eight
418 hours. For every other reportable boating accident, a written
419 report shall be submitted within five days after such accident.
420 Boating accident report forms shall be made available to the
421 public at local police stations. Boating accident reports need
422 only be submitted on boating accidents involving a vessel or
423 vessels numbered by this commonwealth under its numbering
424 system and on boating accidents involving a motorboat or
425 motorboats sixty-five feet or less in length.
426 (c) Except as provided in subsection (d) hereunder, indi-
427 vidua! boating accident reports shall not be public records,
428 and shall not be admissible in evidence in a court of law other
429 than in a proceeding petitioning for a review of a decision of
430 the division.
431 (d) Boating accident reports may be made available for
432 additional statistical studies, subject to the regulations of the
433 division; provided, that information from individual reports
434 shall not be disclose'
435 Section 10. Transmittal of Information. —ln accordanc
436 with any request duly made by an authorized official or agency
437 of the United States any information compiled or otherwise
438 available to the division, whether the same be a matter of pub-
-439 lie record or information specified by this chapter as not to be
440 released or made public, shall be transmitted to said officials or
441 agency of the United States.



HOUSE —No. 1095.1960.] 13

442 Section 11. Local Regulation.-—(a) The provisions of this
443 chapter and of other applicable laws of this commonwealth
444 shall govern the operation, equipment, numbering and all other
445 matters relating thereto whenever any vessel shall be operated
446 on the waters of this commonwealth, or when any activity regu-
-447 lated by this chapter shall take place thereon.
448 (5) The division, upon the individual or joint request of
449 boards of selectmen of towns, the mayors and city councils or
450 the mayors and boards of aldermen of cities not having a city
451 council, the metropolitan district commission, port authorities
452 and commissions, and other similar public authorities having
453 jurisdiction over bodies of water, and other interested persons,
454 and after, except in cases of emergency, due public hearing
455 within or near the geographic area affected, and with the ad-
-456 vice and consent of the governor and council, is hereby author-
-457 ized to make regulations relative to the operation of vessels
458 within the territorial limits of particular cities and towns, to
459 the end that such vessels shall be operated in a manner which
460 promotes health and safety for persons and property. In
461 cases of emergency only, the division is authorized to make
462 emergency regulations upon receipt of such requests, pending
463 a public hearing and the advice and consent of the governor
464 and council.
465 (c) All regulations issued in accordance with this section
466 shall be operative only so long as and to the extent that they
467 are not in conflict with the provisions of this chapter and fed-
-468 eral law, and amendments thereto and regulations issued
469 thereunder.
470 Section 12. Filing of Regulations. A copy of the regula-
-471 tions adopted pursuant to this chapter, and of any amend-
-472 ments thereto, shall be filed in the office of the division and in
473 the office of the secretary of state. Regulations shall be pub-
-474 lished by the division in a convenient form.
475 Section 13. Enforcement. The provisions of this chapter
476 shall be enforced within the geographic limits of cities and
477 towns that have appointed a harbormaster and assistant harbor-
-478 masters by such harbormaster and assistant harbormasters,
479 and shall also be enforced in such cities and towns by police
480 officers authorized to make arrests who are specially assigned
481 to harbor patrol duties. Harbormasters and assistant harbor-
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masters shall have and exercise throughout their respective
cities and towns all the powers of police officers and constables
under any provision of law, except the power of serving and
executing civil process, and may carry such weapons as the
appointing authority shall determine. In cities and towns
without a harbormaster, the provisions of this chapter shall be
enforced by police officers authorized to make arrests. The
provisions of this chapter shall also be enforced within water
areas under the control of the metropolitan district commission
by police officers of the metropolitan district commission au-
thorized to make arrests who are specially assigned to water
patrol duties.

482
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Section 14- Penalties. (a) Any person who violates the
number display requirements of sections three and four of this
chapter, or any person who fails to have his motorboat’s cer-
tificate of number available for inspection as required by sec-
tion four of this chapter, or any operator who violates any
provision of section five or seven of this chapter, or any oper-
ator who violates section eight of this chapter without being
involved in a boating accident, or any owner or person who
gives permission for the operation of a vessel which is in viola-
tion of section five or seven of this chapter shall be of a
misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine of not to exceed
fifty dollars for each violation except as hereinafter provided.
Any person in lieu of appearing in court may appear in person
or through an attorney, or through an agent duly authorized
in writing, before the clerk of court within twenty-one days
after notification of the complaint and confess the offense
charged. If it is the first such offense committed by such per-
son within the jurisdiction of the court in a calendar year,
payment to the clerk of a fine of fifteen dollars and costs shall
operate as a final disposition of the case. If it is the second
such offense so committed in a calendar year, payment to the
clerk of a fine of twenty dollars and costs shall operate as a
final disposition of the case. If it is the third such offense so
committed in the calendar year, payment to the clerk of a fine
of thirty-five dollars and costs shall operate as a final disposi-
tion of the case. Proceedings so disposed of by the clerk of
court shall not be deemed criminal and no person who appears
before a clerk of court as provided herein shall be required to
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522 report to any probation officer and no record of the case shall
523 be entered in the probation records.
524 (6) Any person who operates or gives permission for the
525 operation on the waters of this commonwealth of any unnum-
-526 bered motorboat required to be numbered under this chapter
527 shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine
528 of not to exceed fifty dollars for each violation.
529 (c) Any person who violates the filing, recording and notifi-
-530 cation provisions of section four shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
531 and shall be subject to a fine of not to exceed twenty dollars
532 for each violation.
533 (d) Any operator who violates any provision of section eight
534 of this chapter and who is involved in a boating accident shall
535 be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine of
536 not to exceed five hundred dollars, or imprisonment for not to
537 exceed six months, or both for each violation.
538 (e) Any person who violates section nine of this chapter shall
539 be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine of
540 not to exceed fifty dollars for each violation.
541 (/) The division may suspend or revoke any certificate of
542 number issued pursuant to this chapter, after due hearing, for
543 violation of any provision of this chapter. A certificate of
544 number shall not be suspended or revoked for a violation of
545 any provision of this chapter in any case where the person
546 charged with such violation has been adjudged innocent of
547 such violation by a court of law.
548 Section 15. Severability. —lf any provisions of sections one
549 through fourteen, inclusive, or the application of such provi-
-550 sion to any person or circumstance, shall be held invalid, the
551 remainder of said sections, or the application of such provision
552 to persons or circumstances other than those as to which it is
553 held invalid, shall not be affected thereby.

1 Section 2. Sections fifteen, fifteen A, fifteen B and sixteen
2 of chapter one hundred and two of the General Laws are hereby
3 repealed.

1 Section 3. Any ordinances and regulations of any city or
2 town or other public body or authority relative to the identifi-
-3 cation of motorboats or other vessels shall become null and
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4 void upon the effective date of this act, and any of such or-
-5 dinances and regulations relative to the regulation and opera-
-6 tion of motorboats or other vessels shall become null and void
7 one year after the effective date of this act.

1 Section 4. Any motorboat required to be numbered under
2 this act and already granted a federal certificate of number
3 pursuant to subsection (d) of section three of the Federal Boat-
-4 ing Act of 1958 (PL 85-911) may be operated on the waters
5 of this commonwealth until the expiration date of its aforesaid
6 federal certificate of number without being required to be num-

-7 bered under this act.


