
ACTS, 1975. — CHAPS. 891, 892. 1341 

The maximum amount set by the corporation on a loan to a 
medical or dental student shall be above and beyond such 
amounts as may be applied to other loans secured by the student 
from the corporation or any other source including the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 (Public Law 89-329), however in no case 
shall this amount exceed three thousand dollars in any one 
academic year. 

Repayment terms consistent with this act shall be determined 
by the corporation, along with any oth-er procedures and 
regulations as may be necessary or, expedient to furthering the 
purpose of this act. 

Approved January 17, 1976. 

Chap. 891. A N ACT AUTHORIZING THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
OF MIDDLESEX COUNTY TO PAY CERTAIN UNPAID 
BILLS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. The county commissioners of Middlesex County 

are hereby authorized to pay, subject to appropriation, and after 
such appropriation, the treasurer of said county is hereby 
authorized to pay, such of the unpaid bills incurred by said 
county and totaling two hundred eighty-one thousand, eight 
hundred twenty-two dollars and eighty-three cents as are set 
forth in a list on file in the office of the director of accounts in the 
department of corporations and taxation for goods supplied and 
services rendered to said county during the years nineteen 
hundred and sixty-eight through nineteen hundred and seventy-
four. Said bills are legally unenforceable against said county by 
reason of their being incurred in excess of available ap
propriations. 

SECTION 2. No bill shall be approved by the county com
missioners of said county or paid by said county treasurer under 
authority of this act unless and until a certificate has been 
signed and filed with said treasurer stating under the penalties 
of perjury that the goods and services for which said bill was 
submitted were ordered by an official or an employee of said 
county and that such goods were delivered and actually received 
by said county or that such services were rendered to said 
county, or both. 

Approved January 17, 1976. 

Chap. 892. A N ACT PERMITTING CERTAIN PAYMENTS OF 
BENEFITS BY DENTAL SERVICE CORPORATIONS IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE SERVICES OF NON-
PARTICIPATING DENTISTS IN THE COMMONWEALTH. 
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 
SECTION 1. Section 7 of chapter 176E of the General Laws, as 

appearing in chapter 714 of the acts of 1962, is hereby amended 
by striking out the fifth sentence and inserting in place thereof 
the following two sentences: — A dental service corporation shall 
furnish lists of participating dentists to subscribers or the 
employer, employees or other representatives of group sub
scribers. A subscriber or covered dependent, subject to the by
laws, rules and regulations of a dental service corporation and 
the terms and provisions of his subscription certificate, shall be 
entitled to the benefits of this chapter upon receiving dental 
service from any participating dentist or nonparticipating 
dentist with the commonwealth or, in the discretion of the 
corporation, upon receiving dental service outside the com
monwealth. 

SECTION 2. Said section 7 of said chapter 176E is hereby 
further amended by adding the following paragraph: — 

The words "Usual fee" as used in this paragraph means the 
fee usually charged by a nonparticipating dentist for substan
tially similar services to patients who are not subscribers or 
covered dependents of a dental service corporation. The 
subscriber, or the covered dependent if the covered dependent is 
not a minor, shall inform the dentist that he may be entitled to 
benefits from a dental service corporation. If so informed, a 
nonparticipating dentist, prior to establishing a dentist-patient 
relationship between himself and such person, shall inform such 
person that he is entitled to charge him, for covered services, an 
amount equal to his usual fee less a reduction in benefits equal to 
the reduction in fees paid to participating dentists approved by 
the commissioner in consideration of the ease and certainty of 
collection of said fees by participating dentists and that such 
amount may be more than would be incurred by such person if he 
obtained the services of a participating dentist. In addition, prior 
to beginning a particular procedure or plan of treatment, each 
nonparticipating dentist shall inform such person of his usual 
fee, which may be estimated for the purpose of complying with 
this paragraph for such procedure or plan of treatment. A 
subscriber or covered dependent shall be entitled to benefits 
determined in accordance with (a) the applicable table of 
allowances approved by the commissioner for services rendered 
by nonparticipating dentists within the commonwealth or (6) if 
the subscriber or covered dependent is entitled to benefits under 
a plan for which a table of allowances is not established, the 
methods approved by the commissioner for determining the 
amount of benefits for services rendered within the com
monwealth by nonparticipating dentists; provided that, in 
determining the benefits in accordance with caluses (a) or (b), the 
commissioner shall give weight to the costs a dental service 
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corporation incurs in administering payments made directly to 
subscribers; and provided, further, that the benefits determined 
in accordance with clauses (a) or (b) shall be further reduced by 
such amount or percentage as is equal to the reduction in fees 
paid to participating dentists approved by the commissioner in 
consideration of the ease and certainty or collection of said fees 
by participating dentists. The usual fee for the treatment 
rendered or contemplated along with all other information 
usually required by a dental service corporation with respect to 
determining the benefits available to subscribers or covered 
dependents shall be reported by the nonparticipating dentist to 
the dental service corporation. Any by-laws or rules or 
regulations of a dental service corporation with respect to 
confirming patient eligibility and determining the extent of 
benefits available prior to treatment and any prior benefit 
approval provisions to which a subscriber is subject under the 
applicable certificate which apply to participating dentists shall 
also apply to nonparticipating dentists. The benefits available to 
a subscriber or covered dependent may not be assigned or seized, 
taken, appropriated or otherwise applied by means of any legal 
or equitable process without the prior consent of the applicable 
dental service corporation. 

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect on July first, nineteen 
hundred and seventy-six. 

Approved January 17, 1976. 


