
14 ACTS, 1974. — CHAPS. 28, 29. 

Chap. 28. AN ACT FURTHER REGULATING THE CALLING 
OF A SPECIAL TOWN MEETING. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 10 of chapter 39 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out the sixth sentence, as amended by chapter 32 of the acts 
of 1954, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:— The 
selectmen shall call a special town meeting upon request in writing, 
upon a form approved by the state secretary, of two hundred 
registered voters or of twenty per cent of the total number of 
registered voters of the town, whichever number is the lesser; such 
meeting to be held not later than forty-five days after the receipt of 
such request, and shall insert in the warrant therefor all subjects the 
insertion of which shall be requested by said petition. 

Approved March 7, 1974. 

Chap. 29. AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE DETERMINATION OF 
DAMAGES FOR CERTAIN PROPERTY DIMINISHED 
IN VALUE BY CERTAIN DISASTERS AND TAKEN 
BY EMINENT DOMAIN. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat its 
purpose, which is to provide full compensation for certain property 
diminished in value by a certain disaster in nineteen hundred and 
seventy-three and taken by eminent domain, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 79 of the General Laws is hereby amended 
by striking out section 12A, inserted by section 1 of chapter 1207 of 
the acts of 1973, and inserting in place thereof the following 
section: — 

Section 12A. Notwithstanding any special or general law to the 
contrary, if property which is known to be subject to an imminent 
taking under this chapter is diminished in value by a disaster as 
determined by the President of the United States pursuant to section 
102 of the Disaster Relief Act of 1970, 42 U.S.C. 4402(1), prior to or 
within two years after the recording of such order of taking, the 
damages for such property not compensated by insurance or 
otherwise shall be fixed at the fair market value prior to the time of 
the disaster. If property diminished in value by such a disaster is not 
subject to the original notice of taking but, within said two years, is 
included within such order of taking, damages for such property shall 
also be fixed at the fair market value prior to the time of the disaster. 

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect as of October fourteenth, 
nineteen hundred and seventy-three. 

Approved March 11, 1974. 


