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By Messrs. Capraro of Boston and Kaplan of Brookline, petition of Charles W
Capraro and Sumner Z. Kaplan for legislation relative to the punishment for mur-
der. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act relative to the punishment for murder.

1 Section 1. Chapter 265 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 2, as most recently amended by
3 section 12 of chapter 731 of the acts of 1956, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 2. Except as provided in sections two A and two B,
6 whoever is guilty of murder, whether in the first or second
7 degree, shall be punished by imprisonment in the state prison
8 for life; provided, that a person so sentenced for murder in the
9 first degree shall not be eligible for parole under section one

10 hundred and thirty-three A of chapter one hundred and twenty-
-11 seven unless his sentence has been commuted as provided in
12 section one hundred and fifty-two of said chapter; and pro-
-13 vided, further, that any person whose sentence has been so
14 commuted shall, if paroled, remain subject to parole conditions
15 for life.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 265 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 2 the following two sections:
3 Section 2A. Whoever, while a prisoner in or a parolee from
4 a correctional institution, is guilty of the murder in the first
5 degree of any person either within or without a correctional in-

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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6 stitution shall suffer the punishment of death, unless the jury
7 shall by their verdict, and as a part thereof, upon and after con-
-8 sideration of all the evidence, recommend that the sentence of
9 death be not imposed, in which case he shall be punished by im-

10 prisonment in the state prison for life.
11 Section 28. Whoever is guilty of murder in the first degree
12 of a law enforcement officer while such officer is in the perform-
-13 ance of his duties shall suffer the punishment of death, unless
14 the jury shall by their verdict, and as a part thereof, upon and
15 after consideration of all the evidence, recommend that the
16 sentence of death be not imposed, in which case he shall be
17 punished by imprisonment in the state prison for life.


