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Chap. 53. AN ACT REGULATING THE TIME WITHIN WHICH 
INSURANCE RATES SUBJECT TO THE APPROVAL 
OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE SHALL 
BE FILED AND AUTHORIZING SAID COMMIS
SIONER TO POSTPONE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
CERTAIN SUCH RATES. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. Subsection (a) of section 6 of chapter 174A of the 
General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 614 of the acts of 
1947, is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence and 
inserting in place thereof the following two sentences:— Every such 
filing shall be made with the commissioner at least fifteen days prior 
to the proposed effective date thereof and shall indicate the character 
and extent of the coverage contemplated and the extent and nature 
of any change in rates, rating plans or premium charges. The 
commissioner may by order delay the effective date for not more than 
thirty additional days in any case in which he determines such delay 
is needed to properly examine the filing and any supporting 
information filed as requested or to permit a hearing thereon. 

SECTION 2. Section 7 of said chapter 174A, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by adding the following subsection: — 

(c) The commissioner may also call a hearing at any time prior to 
the proposed effective date of any filing or any later effective date 
called for by order made pursuant to this chapter. If after such 
hearing the commissioner finds that any such filing will not meet the 
requirements of this chapter, said filing shall not take effect. 

SECTION 3. Subsection (a) of section 6 of chapter 175A of the 
General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 641 of the acts of 
1947, is hereby amended by striking out the second sentence and by 
inserting in place thereof the following two sentences:— Every such 
filing shall be made with the commissioner at least fifteen days prior 
to the proposed effective date thereof and shall indicate the character 
and extent of coverage contemplated and the extent and nature of 
any change in rates, rating plans or premium charges. The 
commissioner may by order delay the effective date for not more than 
thirty additional days in any case where he determines such delay is 
needed to properly examine the filing and any supporting informa
tion filed as requested or to permit a hearing thereon. 

SECTION 4. Section 7 of said chapter 175A, as so appearing, is 
hereby amended by adding the following subsection: — 

(c) The commissioner may also call a hearing at any time prior to 
the proposed effective date of any filing or any later effective date 
called for by order made pursuant to this chapter. If after such 
hearing the commissioner finds that any such filing will not meet the 
requirements of this chapter, said filing shall not take effect. 

Approved March 21, 1974. 
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

STATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133 
March 26, 1974 

The Honorable John F. X. Davoren 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
State House 
Boston, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

I, Francis W. Sargent, pursuant to the provisions of Article XLVIII 
of the Amendments to the Constitution, the Referendum II, 
Emergency Measures, hereby declare in my opinion the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience requires that the law being 
Chapter 53 of the Acts of 1974, entitled "AN ACT REGULATING 
THE TIME WITHIN WHICH INSURANCE RATES SUBJECT TO 
THE APPROVAL OF THE COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE 
SHALL BE FILED AND AUTHORIZING SAID COMMISSIONER TO 
POSTPONE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF CERTAIN SUCH RATES." 
and the enactment of which received my approval on March 21, 
1974, should take effect forthwith. 

I further declare tha t in my opinion said law is an emergency law 
and the facts constituting the emergency are as follows: 

It is in the public interest that the powers and procedure set forth 
in this Act be made available to the Commissioner forthwith. 

Sincerely, 
FRANCIS W. SARGENT, 
Governor of the Commonwealth. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, Boston, March 26, 1974 

I, John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Commonwealth, hereby 
certify that the accompanying statement was filed in this office by 
His Excellency the Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
at three o'clock and forty minutes, P.M., on the above date, and in 
accordance with Article Forty-eight of the Amendments to the 
Constitution said chapter takes effect forthwith, being chapter fifty-
three of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-four. 

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


