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By Mr. Mullen of Milton (by request), petition of Paul Sullivan relative to the
operative date of measures voted by representative town meetings and the method
of having such measures submitted to the registered voters of the town at large.
Towns.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act relative to the operative date of measures voted by

a REPRESENTATIVE town meeting and the method of having

SUCH MEASURES SUBMITTED TO THE REGISTERED VOTERS OF THE
TOWN AT LARGE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 358 of the acts of 1926 is hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out section 8, as amended by section 5 of chapter 419 of the
3 acts of 1948, and inserting in place thereof the following sec-
-4 tion:
5 Section 8. A vote of the representative town meeting, either
6 passing or rejecting a measure, under any article in the warrant,
7 except a vote declared by preamble by a two-thirds vote of the
8 town meeting members present and voting thereon to be an
9 emergency measure, necessary for the immediate preservation

10 of the peace, health, safety or convenience of the town, shall not
11 be operative until after the expiration of ten days, exclusive of
12 Sundays and legal holidays, from the dissolution of the meeting.
13 If, within said ten days, a petition, signed by not less than
14 three hundred registered voters of the town at large, containing
15 their names and addresses as they appear on the list of registered
16 voters, is filed with the selectmen requesting that the question
17 or questions involved in such vote be submitted to the regis-
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18 tered voters of the town at large, then the selectmen, within
19 fourteen days after the filing of the petition, shall call a special
20 meeting of the voters of the town at large, which shall be held
21 within ten days after the issuing of the call, for the sole purpose
22 of presenting to such voters the question or questions so involved,
23 The polls shall be opened at eight o’clock in the morning and
24 shall be closed not earlier than eight o’clock in the evening, and
25 all votes upon any questions so submitted shall be taken by
26 ballot, and the check list shall be used in the several precinct
27 meetings in the same manner as in the election of town officers.
28 The question or questions so submitted shall be determined by
29 a vote of the same proportion of the registered voters at large
30 voting thereon as would have been required by law had the
31 question or questions been finally determined at a representative
32 town meeting. The question or questions so submitted shall be
33 stated upon the ballot in substantially the same language and
34 form in which they were stated when presented to said repre-
ss sentative town meeting by the moderator as appears from the
36 records of the said meeting. If such petition is not filed within
37 the said period of ten days, the vote of the representative tow
38 meeting shall become operative and effective upon the expira-
-39 tion of said period.


