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By Mr. Craven of Boston, petition of James J. Craven, Jr., for state conventions
of political parties for the nomination of candidates for offices to be filled by all the
voters of the Commonwealth. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

1 Section 1. Section 2of chapter 53 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 406 of the acts
3 of 1953, is hereby further amended by striking out the first sen-

-4 fence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence: —■

5 Except in the case of municipal nominations where a city charter
6 or a law applying specially to a particular town otherwise pro-
-7 vides and except as provided in section fifty-four, candidates of
8 political parties for all elective offices, except presidential elector,
9 United States senator, governor, lieutenant governor, secretary,

10 treasurer, auditor and attorney general, shall be nominated, and
11 delegates and alternate delegates to national conventions and
12 members of political committees, except as provided in sections
13 one and four of chapter fifty-two, shall be elected in primaries
14 or caucuses, and the nomination ofany party other than a politi-
-15 cal party, in any district containing more than one ward or town,
16 shall be made by a convention of delegates chosen by caucuses
17 held under section one hundred and seventeen in the wards and
18 towns of the district for which the nomination is to be made.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 5, as most recently amended by section 1

An Act providing that state conventions of political parties

FOR THE NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR OFFICES TO BE FILLED

BY ALL THE VOTERS OF THE COMMONWEALTH.

Cfcc Commontocaltf) of Massachusetts

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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3 of chapter 288 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 5. Every certificate of nomination shall state such
6 facts as are required by section eight and shall be signed and
7 sworn to by the presiding officer and by the secretary of the
8 caucus or convention, who shall add to their signatures their
9 residences. The secretary shall within the seventy-two hours

10 succeeding five o’clock in the afternoon of the day upon which
11 the caucus was held or the session of the convention terminated,
12 and within the time specified in section ten, file such certificate#
13 at the place specified in section nine, except that the secretary
14 of a political party convention held for the purpose of nominat-
-15 ing candidates shall file such certificate within ten days of the
16 termination of the convention.
17 No such certificate of nomination, except for presidential
18 electors, shall be received or be valid unless the written accept-
-19 ance of the candidate or candidates thereby nominated shall
20 appear thereon.

1 Section 3. Section 13 of said chapter 53, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 221 of the acts of 1955, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place
4 thereof the following sentence: Except for persons nominated
5 at a state convention of a political party held under the provi-
-6 sions of section fifty-four, a person nominated as a candidate for
7 any state, city or town office may withdraw his name from
8 nomination by a request signed and duly acknowledged by him
9 before a notary public, and filed with the officer with whom the

10 nomination was filed, within the time prescribed by section
11 eleven for filing objections to certificates of nomination and
12 nomination papers and no such requests for withdrawals shall
13 be received after such time has expired.

1 Section 4. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended frx
2 striking out section 34, as most recently amended by chapter
3 289 of the acts of 1958, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing section:
5 Section 34- At the top of each ballot shall be printed the
6 words “Official ballot of the (here shall follow the party name).”
7 On the back of each ballot when folded shall be printed the
8 same words, followed by the number of the precinct and ward
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or the name of the town for which the ballot is prepared, the
date of the primary and for state primaries a facsimile of the
signature of the state secretary and for city or town primaries a
facsimile of the signature of the city or town clerk. Names of
candidates for each elective office shall be arranged alphabet-
ically according to their surnames except as otherwise provided.

9
10
11
12
13
14

Names of candidates for nomination for all offices to be voted
for at a state primary of which they are the elected incumbents
or the incumbents chosen by the senate and house of representa-
tives, or the incumbents appointed by the governor, shall be
placed first in alphabetical order and names of other candidates
shall follow in like order.

15
16
17
18
19
20

Names of candidates for state committees shall be arranged
in accordance with the provisions of section seventeen A.

21
92

Names of candidates for ward or town committees and for
delegates to national conventions shall be arranged in groups in
such order as may be determined by lot, under the direction of
the state secretary, who shall notify each state committee and
give a representative of each such committee an opportunity
to be present. When necessary, groups may be printed on the
ballot in two or more columns.

23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Against the name of a candidate for an elective office, for
delegate or alternate delegate to a national convention, for a
ward or town committee, or for state committee, shall be printed
the street and number, if any, of his residence.

30
31
32
33

Against the name of a candidate for an elective office shall be
printed the statement contained in the nomination paper plac-
ing him in nomination.

34
35
36

Except where vacancies caused by death, withdrawal or
physical disability are filled, no names shall be printed on a
ballot other than those presented on nomination papers. Imme-
diately following the names of candidates on ballots at city and
town primaries, blank spaces equal to the number of persons
to be chosen shall be provided for the insertion of other names.
Immediately following the names of candidates on ballots at
state and presidential primaries, where there are fewer names
than there are persons to be chosen, blank spaces shall be pro-
vided, equal in number to the deficiency, for the insertion of
other names.

37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48 The number of persons to be voted for for the different offices

shall be stated on the ballot.49
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50 The form of ballots and the arrangement of printed matter
51 thereon shall be in general the same as that of the official state
52 ballots, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.

1 Section 5. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 41, as most recently amended by chapter
3 337 of the acts of 1941, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-4 lowing section:
5 Section 4-1. Primaries shall be held for the nomination of
6 candidates of political parties for all offices to be filled at a
7 state election, except presidential elector and offices to be filled
8 by all the voters of the commonwealth. Sections forty-two to
9 fifty-three A, inclusive, shall apply to such primaries.

1 Section 6. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 44, as most recently amended by chapter 249
3 of the acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section:
5 Section 44 • The nomination of candidates for nomination at
6 state primaries shall be by nomination papers. Such papers
7 for all offices to be filled at a state election shall be signed by a
8 number of voters, as follows: for representative in congress,
9 five hundred voters; for councillor, district attorney, clerk of

10 courts, register of probate and insolvency, register of deeds,
11 county commissioner, sheriff and county treasurer, two hundred
12 and fifty voters; for state senator, fifty voters; for representa-
-13 tive in the general court and commissioners to apportion Suffolk
14 county, twenty-five voters. In Dukes and Nantucket counties
15 such paper for nomination for all offices within the county to be
16 filled at any state election shall be signed by twenty-five voters.

1 Section 7. Section 48 of said chapter 53; as most recently
2 amended by section 6 of chapter 406 of the acts of 1953, is
3 hereby further amended by striking out the second paragraph,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph;
5 There shall not be printed on the ballot at a state primary
6 the name of any person as a candidate for councillor, senator,
7 representative to the general court, representative in congress,
8 district attorney, clerk of court, register of probate and insol-
-9 vency, register of deeds, county commissioner, sheriff, county
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treasurer, or commissioner to apportion Suffolk county into repre-
sentative districts, unless a certificate from the registrars of
voters of the city or town wherein such person is a registered
voter that he is enrolled as a member of the political party
whose nomination he seeks is filed with the state secretary on or
before the last day herein provided for filing nomination papers.
Said registrars shall issue such a certificate forthwith upon re-
quest of any such candidate so enrolled or of his authorized
representative.

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Section 8. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 49, as most recently amended by section 15
of chapter 473 of the acts of 1938, and inserting in place thereof
the following section;

1
9

3
4

Section 49- If a person nominated to be voted for at a state
primary dies before the day of the primary, or withdraws his
name from nomination, or is found ineligible, and there is no
other candidate for the party nomination for the office, the
vacancy may be filled by the members cf the ward and town
committees in the wards and towns comprising the district.

o
6
/

8
9

10

Section 9. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 53, as most recently amended by section 4
of chapter 280 of the acts of 1950, and inserting in place thereof
the following section:

1
2
3
4

Section 53. In case of a tie vote where the number of persons
receiving equal votes exceeds the number of nominations avail-
able, there shall be deemed to be a vacancy, which shall be filled
by the members of the ward and town committees in the dis-
trict for which the nomination is to be made.

5

6
i

8
9

All vacanices caused by ties shall be filled only by the choice
of one of the candidates receiving the tie vote.

10
11

Section 10. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 54, as most recently amended by chapter 230
of the acts of 1958, and inserting in place thereof the following
section: —•

1
9

3
4

PROVISIONS APPLYING TO PRE-PRIMARY CONVENTIONS.5

6 Section 54- The chairman of the state committee of a political
party shall issue a call on or before the first Wednesday in May7
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8 to hold a state convention, to be held not earlier than June fifth
9 and not later than June twentieth, in a year in which a biennial

10 state election is held, for the purpose of adopting a platform,
11 electing such number of members at large of the state committee
12 as may be fixed by the convention, and nominating candidates
13 for offices to be filled by all the voters of the commonwealth,
14 to be voted for at the ensuing state election, and for such other
15 purposes consistent with law as the convention may determine.
16 If the said chairman fails to issue a call on or before the first
17 Wednesday in May for the holding of such convention, ten f
18 voters enrolled in the party may petition the superior court to
19 compel said chairman to issue said call. Such convention shall
20 consist of delegates chosen by the ward and town committees.
21 The number of delegates shall be one from each ward and town
22 and one additional for every one thousand votes or major frac-
-23 tion thereof cast at the preceding biennial state election, in such
24 ward or town, for the respective party’s candidate for governor.
25 Each such ward or town committee desiring representation at
26 such convention shall, within fourteen days after a meeting duly
27 called for the purpose of selecting a delegate or delegates, notify
28 the respective city committee, in the case of a city, or the state
29 committee, in the case of a town, but in no case shall such
30 notice be given less than fourteen days prior to the date ap-
-31 pointed for the opening of such convention. No vacancy shall
32 be filled for any reason. Nothing herein contained shall affect
33 or diminish the operation of the laws relating to state primaries
34 contained in sections forty-one to fifty-three A, inclusive.

1 Section 11. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 54C, as inserted by section 8 of chapter 406
3 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section;
5 Section Every certificate of nomination of candidates
6 nominated by a state convention shall state that the nominee^7 has been nominated at such convention and shall include such
8 facts as are required by section eight. Such certificate shall be
9 signed, sworn to and filed as required by section five.

10 Each such candidate shall, within ten days from the day when
11 the convention terminates, file with the state secretary his
12 written acceptance of the nomination, otherwise his name shall
13 not be printed on the ballot as a candidate for the office to which
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he was nominated. Such candidate may not withdraw such
acceptance.

14
15

Section 12. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
striking out the third paragraph of section 54D, as inserted by
section 8 of chapter 406 of the acts of 1953, and inserting in
place thereof the following paragraph:

1
9

3
4

The permanent chairman and permanent secretary shall be
chosen upon a call of the official roll. Committees of the con-
vention shall be appointed by the convention, or by the perma-
nent chairman, as the convention may order. When the vote of
the convention is taken upon the election of any candidate, the
roll of the delegates shall be called and each delegate when his
name is called shall arise in his place and announce his choice,
except that when there is only one candidate to be voted for,
the roll need not be called, and except also that the monitor of
a group, unless a member of the group objects, may announce
the vote of such group.

5
6
i

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

Section 13. Said chapter 53 is hereby further amended by
inserting after section 54D the following section:

1
9

3
4

Section There shall not be printed on the ballot at a
state primary the name of any person who sought nomination
to office at a pre-primary convention and who failed to receive
at least thirty-five per cent of the vote cast and who thereafter
seeks nomination to the same office at the state primary elec-
tion, except that he appear on the ballot as an independent.

5
6
i

8
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