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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act providing for blood grouping tests to aid in the de-

termination OF PATERNITY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 273 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 12A, inserted by chapter 232 of the acts
3 of 1954 and inserting in place thereof the following section 12A:
4 Section 12A. In any proceeding to determine the question of
5 paternity the court, on motion of the defendant shall order the
6 mother, her child, and the defendant to submit to one or more
7 blood grouping tests to be made by a duly qualified specialist
8 in hemotology or serology, to be selected from a list established
9 by the state department of public health.

10 Such hemotologist or serologist must be governed by the
11 following procedure;
12 1. Identification of the mother, child and alleged putative
13 father, or husband, must be verified by photographs, signatures
14 and thumb prints.

1 15 2. The sera used must be of good quality and of proper potency
16 and the report submitted to the court must show the termination
17 date of the sera.
18 3. All possible sources of error, whether of sera used or tech-
-19 nique employed must be eliminated.
20 4. The specialist must check and recheck the results himself.
21 5. The specialist must perform at least one complete blood
22 grouping test himself where an exclusion is found.
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23 6. Any party or any prosecuting officer, or anyone in behalf
24 of any party aggrieved by a blood test exclusion shall be entitled
25 on request to an independent blood test by another duly qualified
26 specialist in the field of hemotology or serology, the result of
27 which shall be admissible in evidence.
28 7. The test must be carried out completely, i.e. it must at
29 least include the test for the following blood groupings: A, B,
30 O, C, Cw

, c, D, E, e, M, N, K, F y
, a, and such others as are

31 approved by the department of public health from time to time.
32 The test may also be carried out according to the Rh-Hr ter-
-33 minology on blood grouping, but must in all cases include the
34 tests or its equivalent set forth above.
35 8. These tests are to be made to determine whether or not
36 a putative father or a husband can be excluded as being the
37 father of the child or children.
38 9. The results of such tests shall be admissible in evidence
39 only in cases where definite exclusion of the putative father or
40 husband, as such father, has been scientifically established.
41 If one of the parties refuses to comply with the order of the
42 court relative to such tests, such facts shall be admissible in
43 evidence in such proceeding unless the court, for good cause,
44 otherwise orders.
45 These statutes relative to blood grouping tests shall be applica-
-46 ble to all civil and criminal cases where the issue of paternity
47 or identification of a living or deceased person is involved.
48 If the court finds that the conclusion of the expert, as disclosed
49 by the evidence based upon the tests are that the alleged father
50 or husband is not the father of the child, the question of paternity
51 shall be resolved accordingly. If the experts disagree in their
52 findings or conclusions the question shall be submitted upon all
53 the evidence.


