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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF CORPORATIONS
AND TAXATION PURSUANT TO GENERAL LAWS,
CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, WITH RESPECT TO PETI-
TION OF ROBERT H. QUINN FOR LEGISLATION
RELATIVE TO THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES OF THE ROXBURY LATIN SCHOOL.

January 4, 1960.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by the Clerk
of the House of Representatives on December 16, 1959, with a re-
quest for a memorandum.

The Trustees of the Roxbury Latin School was chartered under
the name of Grammar School in the easterly part of the Town of
Roxbury, by chapter 34 of the Acts of 1788. It assumed its present
name under authority of chapter 345 of the Acts of 1947. Thomas
Bell of London, England, by his last will and testament, bearing the
date January 29, 1671, gave certain lands and tenements lying and
being in Roxbury in New England, in trust, “for the maintenance
of a School Master and free school, for the teaching and instruction
of poor men’s children at Roxbury aforesaid forever, and to be for
no other purpose whatever.” Other persons also contributed prop-
erty for the establishment of the school. The Act provided for the
election of not more than thirteen nor less than nine trustees. Other
Acts authorized trustees to convey real estate and hold the proceeds
in trust (1870, C. 295); election of trustees and term of office
(1906, C. 113); established classes of trustees (1913 C. 129); au-
thorized trustees to provide for the education of youth, with or
without regard to residence or financial ability to pay tuition
(1927 C. 214); changed the name of petitioner to its present title
and provided for increase in the number of trustees to not more
than fifteen nor less than eleven and made changes in the classes of
trustees (1947 C. 345).
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The present bill seeks to increase the number of trustees to not
more than twenty nor less than eleven (section 1); increases the
number of classes of trustees from three to four and determines the
method of their election to office (section 2); and provides that
the Act shall take effect with the acceptance of it by a majority of
the trustees in office and the filing of a copy of such acceptance in
the office of the Secretary of State (section 3).

It would appear that section 2 of the bill should be amended in
line 4 by striking out the word “Five” and inserting in place thereof
the word “Six.”

Since this petitioner is a specially chartered corporation, this De-
partment feels that it is entirely within the discretion of the General
Court to grant the authority as requested in the said petition.

This Department expresses no opinion on the merits of the bill.
No fee is required to be paid by a corporation of this type

Respectfully submitted

ROBERT T. CAPELESS
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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By Mr. Quinn of Boston, petition of Robert H. Quinn for legislation relative to
the membership of the board of trustees of the Roxbury Latin School. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty

A,n Act relative to the membership of the board of trustees
OF THE ROXBURY LATIN SCHOOL.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter thirty-four of the acts of the year
2 seventeen hundred and eighty-eight, being an act approved on
3 the twenty-third day of January in the year seventeeD hun-
-4 died and eighty-nine, entitled, as amended by section one of
5 chapter three hundred and forty-five of the acts of nineteen
6 hundred and forty-seven, and ‘‘ An Act for incorporating certain
7 persons therein named, by the name of the Trustees of the
8 Roxbury Latin School, and for repealing all the laws heretofore
9 made for that purpose”, is hereby amended by striking out

10 the provisions thereof which were most recently amended by
11 section two of said chapter three hundred and forty-five and
12 inserting in place thereof the following provision: That the
13 number of said trustees shall not at any time consist of more
14 than twenty nor less than eleven, five of whom shall constitute
15 a quorum for transacting business, and a major part of the
16 members present at any stated meeting thereof shall decide all
17 questions that may properly come before them.

1 Section 2. Said chapter thirty-four is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the provisions thereof which were
3 amended by section two of chapter one hundred and thirteen
4 of the acts of nineteen hundred and five, by section one of
5 chapter one hundred and twenty-nine of the acts of nineteen
6 hundred and thirteen, and most recently amended by sections
7 three through six of chapter three hundred and forty-five of
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the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-seven, and by inserting
in place thereof the following provisions;

8
9

Section Two. Said trustees shall be of four classes, denomi-
nated a trustee ex officio, trustees for life, trustees for five
years, and trustees at large, respectively.

10
11
12

(1) The trustee ex officio shall be that one of the minister
and two oldest deacons in length of service of the First Re-
ligious Society in Roxbury, incorporated under chapter one
hundred and thirty-three of the acts of the year eighteen hun-
dred and twenty-four, as shall be selected from time to time
by the standing committee of said society.

13
14
io

16
17
18

(2) The trustees for life shall be not less than five nor more
than nine, as may be determined from time to time by a ma-
jority vote of the trustees of all classes other than the trustees
at large, and shall include the six trustees for life who were
members of said corporation on the first day of January of the

19
20
21
>o

6

year nineteen hundred and fifty-eight, and not more than three24
trustees to be elected from time to time by a majority vote of
the trustees of all classes other than the trustees at large.

Zb

26
iars shall be the five trustees who
ition on the first day of January,
ght, and their successors in office,
holding office on the first day of
and fifty-eight, shall continue in
of June next following the dates

27 (3) The trustees for five v
28 were members of said corpc
29 nineteen hundred and fifty-e;
30 Said trustees for five yean
31 January, nineteen hundred
32 office until the thirtieth day

fixed at the time of their election for the expiration of the terms
for which they were severally elected.34

35 Before the expiration of the term of any trustee for five
ears, the trustees of all c!36 years, the trustees of all classes other than the trustees at large,

37 shall elect his successor, as hereinafter provided, who shall hold
office for the term of five years from such expiration38

39 If, before the expiration of the term for which any trustee
40 for five years was elected, such trustee dies, resigns or is de-
ll dared by a vote of a majority of the trustees of all classes other

than the trustees at large to be, in their judgment, rendered by42
age, infirmity or otherwise incapable of discharging the duties48

44 of his office, the trustees of all classes other than the trustees
at large shall elect his successor, as hereinafter provided, who45
shall hold office for the unexpired term of his predecessor in46
office.47

Notice of any vacancy in the class of trustees for five years48
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through any cause other than the expiration of the term for
which any such trustee was elected shall be given forthwith in
writing by the secretary of said corporation to at least two of
the members of the nominating committee hereinafter pro-
vided for.

49
50
51
52
KQ

(4) The trustees for five years shall be elected in the follow
ing manner:

54
55

(a) A meeting of the alumni, who for the purpose of this act
shall be taken to include everyone who was for at least one
academic year a member of a class which has been graduated
from said school, shall be held in each year in such place within
the city of Boston, Massachusetts, and on such day as may be
determined by the members of said corporation from time to
time.

56
57

,f 58
59
60
61
62

(b ) The alumni present at such meeting shall choose from
the whole number of alumni a nominating committee of not
less than five nor more than seven members, who shall have
power to fill its vacancies and shall hold office for one year
from the time of their election or until their successors shall
have been elected.

63
64
65
66
67
68

(c) Every such nominating committee shall nominate from
among those alumni whose class has been graduated for five
years or more at least three times as many alumni as there
are vacancies to be filled in the class of trustees for five years
during the term of office of the nominating committee, and
shall transmit such nominations to the secretary of said corpo-
ration not later than thirty nor more than sixty days before
the occurrence of a vacancy by reason of the expiration of the
term for which such trustee was elected, and not later than
sixty days after the receipt of the notice from the secretary of
the corporation, hereinbefore provided for, in case of a vacancy

69
70
71
72
<6

74
lb
76
u

'8i

79
occurring through other cause80 occurring throu

81 (d) All vacar tees for five years shall
vote of the trustees of all classes othc82 be filled by a majority vot

'*B3 om such nominations from thethan the trustees at large f
any such nominating committee84 nominating committee, but if

85 shall fail to make and transi
86 provided, the trustees for fiv<

it nominations, as hereinbefor
provided, the trustees for five years holding office at the time
shall themselves make nominations which shall be voted upon
by the trustees of ail classes other than the trustees at large as
if made by such nominating committee.

87
88

89
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(5) The number of trustees at large who are to hold offic
at any time may be between one and five, but it shall not b
required that there be ary such trustee. No trustee at larg

90
91

uch trustee. No trustee at lar.92

need be an alumnus of said school. The number and compo-
sition of the class of trustees at large, and their nomination,

98
14

lection and powers shall be governed by the following pro-o

96 ons:
ees at large who are to be elected
termined from time to time by a
:,ees of all classes other than the
,st meeting of the board of trustees

(a) The number of trus-
at any time shall be as d
majority vote of the trus
trustees at large. At the L

97
98

99
100

held before June thirtieth in each year, the trustees for life
present at such meeting, by vote of at least a majority, shall

101
102

nominate a slate of candidate
more than three candidates
elected as so determined, and
shall be elected from such :
trustees of all classes, other t

s numbering at least one and not
for each trustee at large to be
the trustees at large to be elected
date by a majority vote of the
han the trustees at large, present

103
104
105
10G
107

at such meeting, or at a future meeting held during such year108
at which a quorum is present. Each trustee at large so elected109

all serve for a period of three years from the time of hisno
election11l

6) The trustees at large shall have all the rights and powers11.2
of the trustees of other classes except that they shall have no113
right to vote for the election of trustees of any cla114

1 Section 3. This act shall take full effect when accepted by
2 a majority of the trustees in office, on behalf of said corpora-
-3 tion. The secretary of said corporation shall forthwith upon
4 such acceptance file in the office of the state secretary a copy
5 of the vote of acceptance.






