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MEMORANDUM OF COMMISSIONER OF CORPORATIONS
AND TAXATION PURSUANT TO GENERAL LAWS,
CHAPTER 3, SECTION 7, WITH RESPECT TO PETI-
TION OF THE WOMAN’S BOARD OF MISSIONS AND
ANOTHER FOR LEGISLATION TO AUTHORIZE SAID
CORPORATION TO MERGE WITH THE AMERICAN
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MIS-
SIONS AND INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF PROP-
ERTY WHICH MAY BE HELD BY THE LATTER
CORPORATION.

January 5, 1960.

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

The above-named petition was transmitted to me by the Clerk
of the House of Representatives on December 16, 1959, with a re-
quest for a memorandum.

The Woman’s Board of Missions was chartered on March 6,
1869, pursuant to the provisions of chapter 58 of the Acts of 1869,

and was authorized to hold real and personal estate to an amount
not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars. The object and pur-
pose of the corporation was to collect, receive and hold moneys
given by voluntary contributions, donations, bequests or otherwise,
to be exclusively expended in sending out and supporting such un-
married females as the Prudential Committee of the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions shall, under the rec-
ommendation of the Board of Directors of this corporation, desig-
nate and appoint as assistant-missionaries and teachers for the
Christianization of women in foreign lands, and for the support of
such other female missionaries or native female helpers in the mis-
sionary work as may be selected by the Board of Directors, with
the approbation of the said Prudential Committee.
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Under chapter 98 of the Acts of 1890 the corporation was au-
thorized to hold meetings in any state or territory of the United
States or the District of Columbia.

The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions was
incorporated by special act of the Legislature, being chapter 21 of
the Acts of 1812.

The petitioner in its bill seeks authority to merge and unite with
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and
provides for the acceptance of this act by the corporate members
of each corporation at a meeting held within one year after the
effective date of the act. The bill also provides that upon comple-
tion of the merger the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
Missions shall have all the powers, privileges and exemptions of,
and shall be subject to, all the duties, liabilities and instructions
provided by law insofar as they relate to said existing corporation.
Section 2 of the bill recites that upon merger, all property, real
and personal, of said petitioner shall vest in the American Board
of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and be subject to the same
terms, conditions, limitations and trusts as they are now held by
said Woman’s Board of Missions. Section 3 of the bill authorizes
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions to hold
real estate to an amount not exceeding fifteen million dollars and
to hold personal property to an amount not exceeding fifty million
dollars.

The bill appears to be correctly and adequately drawn. Inas-
much as the original corporation was specially chartered by the
Geneial Court, I see no objection to the enactment of this legis-
lation if in the wisdom of the General Court it sees fit to do so.

Special legislation is required to effect the desired result.
No fee is payable by a corporation of the type described in this

petition.
Respectfully submitted

ROBERT T. CARELESS,
Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation.
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By Mrs. Thresher of Newton, petition of the Woman’s Board of Missions and
another for legislation to authorize said corporation to merge with the American
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions and increasing the amount of property
which may be held by the latter corporation. Mercantile Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Sixty.

An Act providing for the merger of the woman’s board of

MISSIONS INTO THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR

FOREIGN MISSIONS AND FOR INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF PROP-

ERTY WHICH MAY BE HEED BY THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COM-

MISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Be it enacted by the Seriate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Woman’s Board of Missions, incorporated
2 by chapter fifty-eight of the acts of eighteen hundred and sixty-
-3 nine, is hereby authorized to merge in and unite with the Ameri-
-4 can Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, incorporated
5 by chapter twenty-one of the acts of eighteen hundred and
6 twelve, by acceptance of this
7 five date, at meetings of the
8 corporations duly called for
9 Board of Commissioners for

act within one year after its effec-
corpcrate members of each of the
the purpose, and said American
Foreign Missions, upon and after

10 such merger and union shall in all respects be a continuation of,
11 shall have all the powers, privileges and exemptions of, and shall
12 be subject to all the duties, habihties and restrictions provided
13 by law insofar as they relate to said existing corporations. Upon

such acceptance, copies of the votes of acceptance certified by
15 the clerk or other officer of the corporations so voting shall be
16 filed in the registry of deeds of Suffolk county and with the
17 state secretary, and the merger and union of said corporations
18 shall thereupon be complete.

1 Section 2. Upon such merger and union, all property, real
2 and personal, of said Woman’s Board of Missions and all de-Board of Missions and all de-
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3 vises, bequests, conveyances and gifts heretofore and hereafter
4 made to said Woman’s Board of Missions, however described,
5 shall vest in the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
6 Missions and otherwise shall be held by said American Board of
7 Commissioners for Foreign Missions subject to the same terms,
8 conditions, limitations and trusts as they are now held by said
9 Woman’s Board of Missions or would have been held but for

10 this act, and the treasurer of the Woman’s Board of Missions
11 is hereby authorized to execute, acknowledge and deliver all
12 papers and documents that may be deemed necessary or proper #

13 for the purpose of confirming in the American Board of Com-
-14 missioners for Foreign Missions the record title to the property
15 of said Woman’s Board of Missions.

1 Section 3. The American Board of Commissioners for
2 Foreign Missions is hereby authorized to take and bold in fee
3 simple or otherwise lands, tenements or hereditaments, by gift,
4 grant, devise or otherwise for the purposes for which it was in-
-5 corporated, to an amount not exceeding in value fifteen million
6 dollars and may also take and hold by gift, bequest or otherwise
7 personal property to an amount not exceeding fifty million dol-
-8 lars, anything in its act of incorporation or in subsequent acts
9 amending the same to the contrary notwithstanding.

1 Section 4. Whatever right or authority is granted or con-
-2 ferred by this act is hereby declared to be limited to such au-
-3 thority or right as the general court may constitutionally grant
4 or confer, without prejudice to any proceeding that may be
5 instituted in any court of competent jurisdiction to effect the
6 purpose of this act.

1 Section 5. For the purpose of its acceptance this act shall
2 take effect upon its passage.
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