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Chap. 167. AN ACT RELATIVE TO APPEALS FROM GUILTY 
FINDINGS OR SENTENCES IMPOSED THEREON IN 
THE DISTRICT COURTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 18 of chapter 278 of the General Laws, as most recently 
amended by chapter 657 of the acts of 1973, is hereby further 
amended by striking out, in line 1, the word "convicted" and 
inserting in place thereof the words:— found guilty, — and by 
striking out, in line 5, the word "conviction" and inserting in place 
thereof the words:— such finding of guilty or sentencing. 

Approved May 2, 1974. 

Chap. 168. AN ACT PROVIDING FOR AN APPEAL PRO
CEDURE RELATIVE TO HISTORIC DISTRICTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Chapter 40C of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking 
out section 12, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 359 of the acts of 
1971, and inserting in place thereof the following two sections: — 

Section 12. A city or town may provide in its ordinance or by-law or 
in any amendment thereof, for a review procedure whereby any 
applicant aggrieved by a determination of the commission may, 
within twenty days after the filing of the notice of such determina
tion with the city or town clerk, file a written request with the 
commission for a review by a person or persons of competence and 
experience in such matters, designated by the regional planning 
agency of which the city or town is a member. If the city or town is 
not a member of a regional planning agency, the department of 
community affairs shall select the appropriate regional planning 
agency. 

The finding of the person or persons making such review shall be 
filed with the city or town clerk within forty-five days after the 
request, and shall be binding on the applicant and the commission, 
unless a further appeal is sought in the superior court as provided in 
section twelve A. 

Section 12A. Any applicant aggrieved by a determination of the 
commission, or by the finding of a person or persons making a review, 
if the provisions of section twelve are included in a local ordinance or 
by-law, may, within twenty days after the filing of the notice of such 
determination or such finding with the city or town clerk, appeal to 
the superior court sitting in equity for the county in which the city or 
town is situated. The court shall hear all pertinent evidence and shall 
annul the determination of the commission if it finds the decision of 
the commission to be unsupported by the evidence, or to exceed the 
authority of the commission, or may remand the case for further 
action by the commission, or make such other decree as justice and 
equity may require. The remedy provided by this section shall be 
exclusive; but the parties shall have all rights of appeal and exception 


