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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

For almost a dozen years there has been recognition of the desira-
bility of making available the site of the 101st Infantry Armory at
75 East Newton Street in Boston for expansion of Mental Health
facilities. It has been impossible to do so because no other site was
available for the construction of a new armory to which the units
presently stationed in the 101st Infantry Armory could be relocated.
The military Division has long felt that this armory, which was
erected in 1889 and is very costly to maintain and no longer suitable
for training, should be disposed of. In view, however, of the failure
to find a new armory site to which the units of the East Armory
could be transferred, the Military Division has had to retain the
armory.

A year ago the Department of Mental Health, as part of its new
regionalized program, indicated its interest in securing the armory
site for the construction of a new mental health facility. This new
institution would be operated in close cooperation with the Boston
University Medical Center and Medical School and would not only
provide additional important treatment facilities for the Common-
wealth, but also a major new psychiatric research center.

The Military Division indicated that it would be willing to trans-
fer the site of the armory to the Department of Mental Health as
soon as facilities were provided for the units presently stationed in
the armory. At that time the Military Division had secured ap-
proval of the National Guard Bureau, the Department of Defense
and of the Congress of the United States in its annual appropriation
bill, for new armory construction in South Boston, Saugus and Hyde
Park.

This Spring, when it became clear that sites for armories were not
available at all of the above mentioned communities, the National
Guard Bureau approved the request of the Military Division to de-
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lete the South Boston, Saugus and Hyde Park armories from the
fiscal 1961 armory construction program and to substitute Pitts-
field, Brockton, Lexington and Weymouth in their place. I am
informed also by the Military Division that funds will be available
from the Federal Government for the construction of these new
armories. The Armory Commission has secured sites in Pittsfield,
Brockton and Weymouth but it has not yet been able to obtain one
in the town of Lexington.

I recommend, therefore, that the sum of $30,000 be appropriated
for the cost of land acquisition and site development in Lexington
or the immediate vicinity for the purpose of constructing an armory
thereon.

It is essential that a site be acquired without delay. The Armory
Commission cannot proceed with plans for an armory in Lexington
until a Site Certificate is furnished the National Guard Bureau.
Federal funds will not be released without this Certificate. If an
armory site can be obtained on or about July 1, 1960, the Armory
Commission could proceed immediately with the plans for a new
armory, and there will be no delay in the development of the plans
and specifications. Construction could commence on or about Sep-
tember 1, 1960, and the armory could be completed on or before
June 1, 1961, thereby making it possible to release the East Armory
on or about July 1, 1961. Since funds were provided to the De-
partment of Mental Health in last Capital Outlay Bill for
preliminary plans for the mental health center to be located at the
armory site, and a designer has been appointed and his work is
nearly completed, work on the new mental health facility can move
ahead rapidly. The fiscal 1961 Capital Outlay Bill contains a rec-
ommendation for funds for the next step.

The acquisition of a new armory site and the construction of a
new armory will make it possible to develop this long desired and
extremely important new mental health facility.

Respectfully submitted,

FOSTER FURCOLO,
Governor of the Commonwealth


