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primarily intended for the protection of life by indicating abnormal 
conditions as hereinafter provided, except that the installation of 
such automatic fire warning systems shall not be required in 
buildings or structures subject to the provisions of the general laws 
relative to the installation of automatic sprinkler systems and 
automatic fire warning systems connected thereto. 

Such a system shall conform to the requirements of the most 
recent editions of National Fire Code Standard #101 relative to life 
safety and of National Fire Code Standard #74 relative to household 
fire warning equipment adopted by the National Fire Protection 
Association. 

Automatic smoke detection devices or automatic smoke and heat 
detection devices which comprise such a system shall conform to and 
be installed and tested periodically as specified by the most recent 
provisions of the Life Safety Code, National Fire Protection 
Association #101, and Household Fire Warning Equipment, National 
Fire Protection Association #74. 

For buildings and structures occupied for residential purposes not 
exceeding thirty feet in height above mean grade or containing 
twelve or fewer dwelling units, such automatic fire warning system 
shall initiate the sounding of an audible alarm capable of being heard 
in all occupied areas of the building or structure. 

For buildings and structures occupied for residential purposes 
exceeding thirty feet in height above mean grade, but not exceeding 
seventy feet in height above mean grade, or containing more than 
twelve dwelling units, such automatic fire warning system shall 
initiate the sounding of an audible alarm capable of being heard in 
all occupied areas of the floor on which the alarm is initiated; and 
shall register the location of the alarm at a specified location in the 
building or structure. 

The head of the fire department as defined in section one shall 
enforce the provisions of this section. 

SECTION 2. This act shall apply to buildings and structures the 
construction or substantial alteration of which is begun after 
January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-five. 

Approved May 13, 1974. 

Chap. 215. AN ACT IN ADDITION TO THE GENERAL APPRO
PRIATION ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS TO 
S U P P L E M E N T CERTAIN ITEMS CONTAINED 
THEREIN, AND FOR CERTAIN NEW ACTIVITIES 
AND PROJECTS. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SECTION 1. To provide for supplementing certain items in the 
general appropriation act and for certain new activities and projects, 
the sums set forth in section two for the several purposes and subject 
to the conditions specified therein are hereby appropriated from'the 
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General Fund unless specifically designated otherwise in the item, 
subject to the provisions of law regulating the disbursement of public 
funds and the conditions pertaining to appropriations in chapters 
four -hundred and sixty-six and one thousand one hundred and 
eighty-one of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-three, for the 
fiscal year ending June the thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-
four, or for such period as may be specified, thtTsums so appropriated 
to be in addition to any amounts at present available for the 
purposes. 

SECTION 2. Executive Office of Human Services 
Department of Public Welfare. 

Item 

4400-1000 Item 4400-1000 of section two of chapter one thousand one 
hundred and eighty-one is hereby amended by striking out, 

. in the last line, the word "ninety-eight" and inserting in 
place thereof the word:—eight-four. 

4400-1200 For the expenses of operating a food stamp program for eligible 
persons in the commonwealth; provided, that all federal 
funds received for the purposes of this item shall be credited 
to the General Fund; and provided further, that only 
banking institutions within the commonwealth and the 
United States postal service shall process the food stamps; 
including not more than two hundred and thirty-nine 
permanent positions. 

$273,000 
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

Approved May 14, 1974. 

Chap. 216. AN ACT EXTENDING THE TIME FOR FILING 
APPLICATIONS FOR ABATEMENTS FOR TAX AND 
OTHER ASSESSMENTS. 

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat 
its purpose, which is to provide a sewer betterment assessment 
abatement for agricultural and forest land, therefore it is hereby 
declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public convenience. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: \ 

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding any provision of law to the 
contrary, any betterment or special assessment which has been 
assessed on a parcel of land which consists of more than fifty acres 
and which has more than seventy per cent of its total area classified 
as forest land under chapter sixty-one, and which has a frontage in 
excess of one thousand five hundred feet, or which is employed in the 
production of agricultural, horticultural, or forest products; as a 
result of the construction of a sanitary sewerage system or sewers 
having been wholly or partially funded by the United States 
government pursuant to an act of Congress, or as an extension, spur, 
branch, feeder, connector, or contributor thereto; or assessed against 
the owners of land located adjacent or near to a sewerage system, or 


