
SENATE 508

By Mr. Wall, a petition (accompanied iby resolutions, Senate, No. 508)
of the Massachusetts Division of the American Automobile Association,
by Richard W. Hoover, and William X. Wall for the adoption of resolu-
tions memorializing the Congress of the United States to postpone the
requirements of the Clean Air Act and relax automotive pollution controls
in the interest of the public health and welfare. Federal Fiancial
Assistance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

RESOLUTIONS MEMORALIZING THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

TO POSTPONE THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE CLEAN AIR ACT AND
RELAX AUTOMOTIVE POLLUTION CONTROLS IN THE INTEREST OF THE
PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE.

Whereas, serious questions have arisen as to the scientific valid-
ity of supporting data upon which automotive emission controls
were originally established;

Whereas, serious questions have also arisen as to the advisability
of imposing such controls in view of their dire economic and social
consequences;

Whereas, during the current energy crisis it is the primary ob-
jective of both citizens and government to conserve as much fuel
as possible;

Whereas, it is clearly apparent that large amounts of fuel can
be saved if emission controls are relaxed;

Whereas, emission controls on automobiles have reduced gasoline
mileage, a reduction of up to 12% since 1967 according to a study

presented to the U.S. Congress;
Whereas, such controls have substantially increased costs to

motorists, but have resulted in questionable improvement in air
quality;

Whereas, there is growing uneasiness on the part of scientists
and government officials that the limited knowledge available when
the controls were established may have resulted in overly strict
controls which can now be relaxed with little deleterious effect;
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Resolved, That the General Court of Massachusetts respectfully
urges the Congress of the United States to amend the Clean Air
Act of 1970 so as to defer its requirements until such time as the
energy crisis ceases to be a threat to the well-being of all our cit-
izens and until such time as the results of the study by the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences and other studies have been completed
and the indicated changes have been enacted and be it further

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Commonwealth transmit
forthwith copies of these resolutions to the President of the United"
States, the presiding officer of each branch of Congress, and to
the members thereof from this Commonwealth.


