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By Mr. Atkins, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 519) of
Chester G. Atkins, Alan D. Sisitsky and members of the House of Repre-
sentatives for legislation to provide for publication of consumer guides
by the Commissioner of Insurance. Insurance.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An Act providing for publication of consumer guides by the
COMMISSIONER OF INSURANCE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 175 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after Section 17 the following section:
3 Section 17A. The commissioner shall annually publish a
4 series of consumer guides to insurance. There shall be separate
5 annual and up to date guides available for life insurance,
6 health insurance, homeowners and fire insurance, automobile
7 casualty insurance and such other types of insurance as the
8 commissioner deems appropriate. After publication the com-
-9 missdoner shall make available to the general public and to

10 every agent, broker, company and insurance adviser copies of
11 the guide. Such consumer guides to insurance may be sold to
12 the public at a price per copy to equal but not exceed the cost
13 of publication.
14 Each guide shall contain such information and facts as are
15 necessary to assist the buyer or consumer of insurance to
16 make informed and sound choices in the purchase of insur-

ance. Such a guide must include, but is not limited to;limited to
18 a) A description, in layman’s language, of the various types
19 of coverage available, the extent and nature of the benefits in
20 each, and any significant differences between policies.
21 b) A listing or chart showing clearly the comparative costs,
22 interest adjusted, of the various policies including the type
23 and extent of coverage purchased.
24 c) A ranking or rating of the various policies available in-
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25 dicating by groups which policies are best and worst buys for
26 the consumer.
27 The annual guides to insurance described above shall be
28 published no later than April of the year for which they are
29 designed.


