
SENATE 537

By Mr. DiCarlo, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 537) of
Joseph J. C. DiCarlo for legislation to provide for a pretrial hearing on
temporary custody of children. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An Act providing for a pretrial hearing on temporary

CUSTODY OF CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 24 of chapter 119 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 8 of chapter 731 of the
3 acts of 1972, is hereby further amended by inserting after the
4 first sentence the following three sentences; If the court is
5 of the opinion that the child brought before it on such precept
6 would be otherwise adversely affected, it may order that the
7 child be placed in the temporary custody of the department of
8 public welfare or other appropriate custody for a period not
9to exceed seventy-two hours. During the seventy-two hour

10 period, notice shall be given to either or both parents, guardian
11 with care and custody, or custodian, to appear before said
12 court and to show cause why such temporary order should
13 not be continued until a trial on the merits of the petition
14 for care and protection is concluded before said court. If, in
15 competent medical opinion, emergency medical treatment is

*l6 deemed necessary to maintain the life or health of the child,
*l7 and either or both parents, guardian with care and custody,

18 or custodian, are unable or unwilling to authorize such treat-
-19 ment, the court may appoint a temporary guardian for pur-
-20 poses of such authorization.

1 Section 2. Section 25 of chapter 119 of the General Laws
2 is hereby repealed.
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