
SENATE No. 589
By Mr. DiCarlo, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 589) of

Joseph J. C. DiCarlo for legislation relative to security signalling for the
protection of life and property. Public Safety.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.
i

An Act relative to security signalling for the protection of
LIFE AND PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 22 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 adding the following section.
3 Section 15. There shall be in the department, but not under
4 the control of the Commissioner, a Board to be known as the
5 Security Signal Licensing Board which shall consist of the
6 Fire Marshal as Chairman and six members to be appointed
7 by the Governor for the terms of four years each. One mem-
-8 ber to be a Journeyman Technician; one member to be a
9 Master Technician; and one member to be a Security Signalling

10 Contractor.
11 No member shall act as a member of the Board or vote as
12 such in connection with any matter as to which his private
13 right distinct from the public interest is immediately con-
-14 cemed.
15 The majority of said Board constituted as above provided
16 shall be required to transact business.
17 The said board may make necessary rules for the proper
lB performance of their duties.
19 Such clerical, technical and other assistants as may be re-
20 quired by the Board shall be assigned to it by the Com-
-21 missioner.
22 Section 16. A. No person, firm or corporation shall enter
23 into, engage in, advertise, or solicit the installation, repair,
24 maintenance, modification or removal of wires, conduits,
25 apparatus, fixtures, or other appliances for carrying or using
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26 electricity for security signalling as defined in Section E and
27 equipment related thereto unless such person, firm or corpora-
-28 tion shall have received both a license under Section 16 Para-
-29 graph B and a certificate of competency therefore, issued by
30 the department in accordance with the provisions hereinafter
31 set forth and must be or employ a “master technician” to
32 install service and maintain signaling systems as designated
33 herein and be available to service and maintain the systems
34 of said persons, firm or corporation.
35 B. The words “master technician” as used in this section
36 shall mean a person, who, personally or by the employment of
37 other master technicians, journeymen technicians, special
38 technicians or apprentices, performs the work of installing,
39 repairing, maintaining, altering or removing wires, conduits,
40 apparatus, fixtures and other appliances used for security
41 signalling and equipment related thereto, as set forth in Sec-
-42 tion E below. In order to be eligible to take the examination
43 for the master technician’s license the applicant must have
44 completed 2 years as a journeyman technician.
45 B-l. The master technician license may be issued in the
46 name of either a person, firm or corporation. And in the
47 name of a firm it shall be in the name of one of its members.
48 And in the name of a Corporation one of its officers passing
49 said examination by which he or it shall be qualified as a
50 master technician.
51 C. The word “journeyman technician”, as used in this sec-
-52 tion shall mean a person qualified to do any work or install-
-53 ing, repairing, maintaining, altering or removing wires, con-
-54 duits, apparatus, fixtures, and other appliances used for security
55 signalling and associated purposes for hire, as set forth in
56 Section E below. In order to be eligible to take the examina-
-57 tion for the journeyman technician license the applicant must
58 have completed 3 years of practical experience under the super-
-59 vision of a journeyman technician or master technician as an
60 apprentice.
61 D. The words “special technician” as used in this section,
62 shall mean a person who is limited in the scope of the work
63 to one of the security signalling categories in Section E below
64 and which is issued to a technician upon authorization by the
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65 board. No person shall hold a special technician’s license in
66 more than one category. Electrical work involved in the securi-
-67 ty signalling categories in Section E below is included within
68 the scope of this license unless otherwise exempted. In order
69 to be eligible to take the examination as a special technician
70 the applicant must have completed eighteen months of practi-
-71 cal experience under the supervision of a journeyman tech-
-72 nician or master technician.
73 E. SECURITY SIGNALLING CATEGORIES:
74 (1) Installation, repair, maintenance, modificationor remov-
-75 al of burglar alarm; holdup alarm; photographic equipment
76 and closed circuit television for security purposes including
77 transmission and/or storage of intelligence and/or surveillance
78 by electricity and alarm systems relating to medical emerg-
-79 encies, x-ray for surveillance purposes and equipment related
80 thereto.
81 (2) Installation, repair, maintenance, modification or re-
-82 moval of fire alarm systems, fire detection systems, sprinkler
83 supervisory systems, industrial supervision of temperatures,
84 boilers, processing machines including transmission and/or
85 storage of intelligence and/or surveillance by electricity and
86 equipment related thereto.
87 F. A certificate of competency shall be issued by the De-
-88 partment to a qualified licensed person, firm or corporation
89 engaged in or about to engage in the business of installing,
90 repairing or maintaining, altering or removing wires, conduits,
91 apparatus, fixtures or other appliances used for security sig-
-92 nailing as defined in Section E and puposes related thereto.
93 G. Technicians regularly employed by persons, firms, cor-
-94 porations or institutions may install and maintain such electri-
-95 cal wiring, conduits, apparatus, fixtures or other appliances

. 96 used for security signalling as defined in Section E and associ-
' 97 ated purposes, or make such repairs as may be required only

98 on the premises and property of such persons, firms, corpora-
-99 tions or institutions provided that such technicians hold mas-

-100 ter technician’s, journeymen technician’s, or special techni-
-101 cian’s licenses, and have otherwise complied with this chapter.
102 H. Qualifications for licensed technicians. A license shall
103 be granted to applicants who are at least eighteen years of
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104 age, have not been convicted of a felony or any offense involv-
-105 ing moral turpitude and providing the applicants shall prove
106 to the satisfaction of the board that they are competent tech-
107 nicians qualified to do contracting, construction, installation,
108 repair work and wiring; that they possess a working knowl-
109 edge of electricity and natural laws and functions of electricity
110 and appliances, apparatus and devices for security signalling as
111 defined in Section E or purposes used and required in the scope
112 of work for which they are making application, combined with
113 a practical working knowledge of the ordinances relating to
114 work and the provisions of the Massachusetts Electrical Code,
115 that are applicable.
116 I. No license or certificate of competency issued under this
117 chapter shall be assignable or transferable. They may after
118 hearing, be suspended or revoked by the board upon failure
119 or refusal of the licensee to comply with the rules and require-
120 ments of the board or for some other sufficient cause.
121 J. Any person, firm or corporation, or employee thereof,
122 and any representative, member or officers of such firm or
123 corporation individually, entering upon or engaging in the
124 business and work hereinbefore defined, without having corn-
125 plied with this chapter, shall for the first offense be punished
126 by a fine of not less than ten nor more than one hundred
127 dollars, and for a subsequent offense by a fine of not less than
128 fifty nor more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment
129 in the house of correction for six months, or both.
130 K.l. Upon enactment of this law, all persons, firms, or
131 corporations in the business of security signalling immediately
132 preceding the enactment of this law who submit a written
133 affidavit signed under the pains and penalties of perjury shall
134 be issued a certificate of competency by the Security Signalling
135 Board providing application is made within 1 year after the
136 enactment of this law.
137 2. Upon the enactment of this law, all persons who submit
138 a written affidavit signed under the pains and penalties of per-
-139 jury of having been engaged or employed as a technician for
140 a period of not less than 36 months immediately preceding the
141 enactment of this law shall be issued a Master Technicians
142 license without examination by the Security Signalling Licens-
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143 ing Board providing application is made within 1 year after
144 the enactment of this law.
145 3. Upon the enactment of this law, all persons who submit
146 a written affidavit signed under the pains and penalties of per-
-147 jury of having been employed or engaged as a technician for
148 a period of not less than 18 months immediately preceding the
149 enactment of this law shall be issued a Journeyman’s Tech-
-150 nician License without examination by the Security Signalling

(151 Board providing application is made within 1 year after the
152 enactment of this law.
153 4. Upon the enactment of this law, all persons who submit
154 a written affidavit signed under the pains and penalties of per-
-155 jury of having been employed as a special technician for a
156 period of not less than 12 months immediately preceding the
157 enactment of this law shall be issued a Special Technicians
158 License in one category without examination by the Security
159 Signalling Licensing Board providing application is made with-
-160 in 1 year after enactment of this law.
161 L. The fee:
162 1. For the certificate of competency shall be $250.00
163 annually.
164 2. Master Technicians ExaminationFee shall be $15.00—

165 renewal fee $25.00 annually.
166 3. Journeyman’s Examination Fee Shall be $lO.OO
167 renewal fee $15.00 annually.
168 4. Special Technician’s Examination Fee shall be $5.00—

169 renewal fee $lO.OO annually.
170 5. Apprentice Registration Fee shall be $5.00.
171 6. All licenses shall expire July 31st of each year ending
172 in the odd years.
173 M. Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase
174 in this chapter be declared unconstitutional or invalid for any

"%75 reason, the remainder of the chapter shall not be affected
176 thereby and shall remain in full force and effect and to this
177 end the provisions of this chapter are declared to be severable.
178 N. No person shall work as an apprentice without first
179 registering as an apprentice with the Security Signalling Lic-
-180 ensing Board.
181 0. Notice of installation and of major alteration to security
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signalling systems. All holders of a certificate of competency
are required to give notice of all new installations and major
alterations to the department of public safety and to the local
police and fire departments respectively within 7 days of com-
mencing of said work.

P. Veterans with over 90 days active duty shall at his or
her option up to 1 year from date of discharge shall be able
to exercise the right to apply for any of the aforementioned <

licenses for which he or she is qualified.
Q. This chapter shall not apply to the work of the telephone

and telegraph companies or any Federal, State, or Municipal
Agency.
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