
[Similar matter filed during past session
See Senate, No. 1946 of 1973]

SENATE No. 656
By Mr. Harrington, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 656) of

Kevin B. Harrington for legislation to change the title of certain em-
ployees of the General Court. Rules of the two branches, acting con-
currently.

i

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An Act changing the title of certain employeesof the
GENERAL COURT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of thesame, as follows:

1 Chapter 3of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out sections 17 and 18, and inserting in place thereof
3 the following three sections:
4 Section 17. The sergeant-at-arms shall serve such processes
5 and execute such orders as may be enjoined upon him by the
6 general court or by either branch thereof, attend the members
7 or clerks of either branch when they are charged with a
8 message from one branch to the other or to the governor and
9 council, maintain order among the spectators admitted into

10 the chambers in which the respective branches hold their
11 sessions, prevent the interruption of either branch or of the
12 committees thereof, and shall have the control of, and super-
-13 intendence over, his subordinate officers, taking care that they
14 promptly perform their duties. In respect to any criminal

415 offense committed in any part of the state house assigned to
16 or used by either branch of the general court or any committee
17 or officer thereof, or to any such offense committed against
18 any member of the general court, including any member of
19 a special commission composed in part of members of the
20 general court, while acting within the commonwealth in his
21 official capacity as such member, whether such offense is com-
-22 mitted within the state house elsewhere than as aforesaid, or
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upon premises outside the state house while officially used by
a committee of the general court or by such a special com-
mission, the sergeant-at-arms, the chief general court officers
and assistant chief general court officers of either branch
thereof, and its general court officers shall have and exercise
all the powers of police officers, and in respect to the service
within the commonwealth of such processes and orders as
may be enjoined upon them by the general court or either
branch or by any committee of the general court or either
branch, they shall have the powers of constables.

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

Section 18. There shall be two chief general court officers for
each branch, each with the title of assistant sergeant-at-arms,
and such assistant chief general court officers and general
court officers and pages as shall be established by the com-
mittees on rules of the two branches of the general court
acting concurrently and such employees shall receive such
compensation as may be established by the said committees
acting concurrently. There shall be a maintenance superin-
tendent for each branch and such assistants as may be neces-
sary, for whose fitness and good conduct the sergeant-at-arms
shall be responsible, and such employees shall receive such
compensation as may be established by the said committees
acting concurrently.
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46 Section 18A. There shall be a legislative document room

serving both branches, which shall have a director and such
other assistants as therein may be necessary for said room,
and such employees shall receive such compensation as may be
established by the said committees acting concurrently.
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