
SENATE No. 1072
By Mr. Fishman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1072) of

Irving Fishman for legislation to authorize a married woman to retain the
name she used immediately prior to marriage after filing a notice of in-
tent to do so. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An Act authorizing a married woman to retain the name she
USED IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO MARRIAGE AFTER FILING A NOTICE OF

INTENT TO DO SO.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 46 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the third paragraph, as most

recently amended by chapter 254 of the acts of 1971, and in-
4 sorting in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 In the record of marriages, date of record, date of marriage,
6 place of marriage, name, residence and official station of the
7 person by whom solemnized, names and places of birth of the
8 parties married, and in the case of the woman, the name she
9 shall use after marriage, residence of each, age of each, the

10 number of the marriage (as first or second) and if previously
11 married, whether widowed or divorced, the occupation of each
12 and the names of their parents, and the maiden name of their
13 mothers. If the woman is a widow or divorced, her maiden
14 name shall also be given.

1 Section 2. Chapter 207 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 45 the following section:
3 Section If5A. A woman who wishes to retain the surname
4 she used immediately prior to marriage may do so by specify-
-5 ing such on the marriage certificate or by filing with the officer
6 authorized by law to receive said certificate, within a reason-
-7 able period of time, not to exceed thirty days after marriage,
8 a notice of intent to retain said surname, and after she has
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9 so specified or after such notice of intent has been filed, she
10 shall use such surname for all purposes, including that of
11 registering to vote. Thereafter she may use her husband’s
12 surname only by petitioning the probate court in accordance
13 with section twelve of chapter two hundred and ten.


