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By Mr. Timllty (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,
No. 1109) of Garrett H. Byrnes for legislation to require reasonable notice
to be given to certain sexually dangerous persons when such persons are
being considered for commitment to the center for the care, treatment and
rehabilitation of sexually dangerous persons. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An Act requiring reasonable notice to be given to certain
SEXUALLY DANGEROUS PERSONS WHEN SUCH PERSONS ARE BEING

CONSIDERED FOR COMMITMENT TO THE CENTER FOR THE CARE,
TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION OF SEXUALLY DANGEROUS PER-
SONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authorityof the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 4of Chapter 123 A of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out the word “may” in line nine

hereof and inserting after the comma at the end of line ten
4 thereof, the following words: —but subject to the issuance
5 of reasonable notice informing such person that it is consid-
-6 ering his commitment to the center, may, so that the first
7 sentence will read as follows:—Upon the determination of
8 guilt of a person in the Superior Court of the crime of in-
-9 decent assault or indecent assault and battery, indecent assault

10 and battery on a child under the age of fourteen, rape, rape
11 of a female child under sixteen, carnal knowledge and abuse
12 of a female child under sixteen, assault with intent to commit
13 rape, open and gross lewdness and lascivious behavior, incest,
14 sodomy, buggery, unnatural and lascivious acts with another
15 person or with a child under the age of sixteen, lewd, wanton
16 lascivious behavior or indecent exposure, or an attempt to corn-
-17 mit any such crime, the court, upon its own motion, or upon
IS motion of the district attorney, prior to imposing sentence, but
19 subject to the issuance of reasonable notice informing such
20 person that it is considering his commitment to the center,
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21 may commit him to the center or to a suitable branch thereof
22 for a period not exceeding sixty days for the purpose of ex-
-23 amination and diagnosis under the supervision of not less than
24 two psychiatrists who shall, within said period, file with said
25 court a written report of such examination and diagnosis, and
26 their recommendations for the disposition of such person.

1 Section 2. Section 6of said Chapter 123A, as most recently
2 amended by Section 58 of Chapter 838 of the Acts of 1969, is
3 also hereby amended by inserting after the words “district at-
-4 torney”, in the twelfth line thereof, the following words: ■—

5 after having notified said person of the nature of the proceed-
-6 ings and the possibility of his commitment to the center.

1 Section 3. Section 6of said Chapter 123A, as most recently
2 amended by section 58 of chapter 838 of the Acts of 1969, is
3 also hereby amended by deleting the last sentence in the first
4 paragraph thereof and inserting the following in substitution
5 therefor: Within fourteen (14) days prior to acting upon said
6 motion, the court shall notify said person that it is considering
7 his commitment to the center or a suitable branch thereof for
8 a period not exceeding sixty days, and shall inform said person
9 of his right to be represented by counsel during the pendency

10 of said motion or any subsequent commitment petition. If the
11 court grants the motion, it shall commit such person under the
12 provisions of section four in as so far as may be applicable.


