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By Mr. Timilty, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1184) of
Joseph F. Timilty for legislation to declare the intent of the General Court
to outlaw the sale and possession of handguns and creating a special com-
mission to advise as to the means of carrying out this intent. Public
Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An Act declaring the intent of the general court to outlaw
THE SALE AND POSSESSION OF HANDGUNS AND CREATING A SPECIAL
COMMISSION TO ADVISE AS TO THE MEANS OF CARRYING OUT THIS
INTENT.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authorityof the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. It is the intent of the General Court that the
2 sale and possession of handguns after January 1, 1977, shall
3 be illegal in the commonwealth for all persons, except for law
4 enforcement officers in the course of their duties, military
5 personnel and other authorized specifically by the legislature
6 to possess or sell handguns as a condition of employment.

1 Section 2. There is hereby created a special commission
2 which shall have the duty of advising the governor and the
3 General Court of the means of carrying out the intent of
4 section one of this act, both as to the means of collecting
5 handguns already in the possession of citizens of the common-
-6 wealth and the means of compensating both citizens for the
7 loss of handguns and any industry in the commonwealth for
8 loss suffered because of the implementation of this policy.
9 The commission shall consist of seventeen members, five of

10 whom, including the chairman, shall be appointed by the
11 governor, five of whom shall be selected by the speaker of the
12 House of Representatives from among members of the House
13 and five of whom shall be selected by the president of the
14 Senate from among members of the Senate. The common-
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15 wealth’s commissioner of public safety and the commissioner
16 of the police department of the city of Boston shall be mem-
-17 bers of the commission ex officio.
18 The commission shall file its first report within six months
19 of its appointment and may file legislation at any time during
20 a legislative session. It shall, no later than January 1, 1976,
21 file legislation to implement the intent of section one of this
22 act.
23 The commission shall cease to exist no later than two years f».
24 after the effective date of legislation outlawing handguns in
25 the commonwealth as specified in section one of this act.

1 Section 3. The commission shall have appropriated to it
2 the sum of $150,000 for staff and other costs necessary for
3 carrying out its task. Members of the commission shall not
4 be compensated for work on this commission but may be
5 reimbursed for expenses incurred in connection with their
6 duties.
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