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Senate, March 4, 1974.

The committee on Public Service, to whom was referred the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 331) of Thomas W.
McGee relative to the payment of certain benefits to children of
deceased public employees; the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 880) of John R. Buckley relative to survivor’s benefits
for certain full-time students; the petition (accompanied by bill.
House, No. 1654) of the Boston Firefighters Local 718 and Michael
F. Flaherty that provision be made for the payment of a retire-
ment allowance for children of certain retired public employees
until the age of twenty-three; the petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 1670) of the Associated Firefighters of Massachusetts
and William Q. MacLean, Jr., relative to increasing accidental dis-
ability benefit allowance to dependent children of certain public
employees; the petition (accompanied by bill, House No. 1671) of
the Associated Firefighters of Massachusetts and William Q. Mac-
Lean, Jr., relative to increasing accidental death benefit allowances
payable to dependent children of certain public employees; the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2231) of the Associated
Firefighters of Massachusetts and Alan Paul Danovitch relative to
the granting of benefits to children of certain retired persons; the
petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 2800) of Robert E.
McCarthy that provision be made for survivors’ benefits for certain
full-time students; and the petition (accompanied by bill, House,
No. 3558) of Edward J. Early, Jr., relative to the amount of annual
pension payable to certain persons under the accidental disability
provisions of the contributory retirement law, reports the ac-
companying bill (Senate, No. 1492).

For the Committee,

ALAN D. SISITSKY.
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the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four.

An Act relative to survivors benefits for certain full-time
STUDENTS.

Be it enactedby theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Clause (ill) of paragraph (a) of subdivision (2)
2 of Section 7 of Chapter 32 of the General Laws, as most re-
-3 cently amended by Section 545 of the Acts of 1951, is hereby
4 further amended by striking out the second sentence and in-
-5 sorting in place thereof the following:
6 Such additional pension on account of any such child shall
7 be paid only so long as such child survives, remains unmar-
-8 ried and is under age eighteen or, if over said age, remains
9 physically or mentally incapacitated from earning or, if over

10 said age and under age twenty-one, is a full time student at
11 an accredited educational institution. The words “full-time
12 student” shall mean a child who is in full-time attendance in
13 an accredited educational institution offering full-time courses
14 of study equivalent to or higher than secondary school study.
15 The words “accredited educational institution” shall mean
16 any school, college, or university that is licensed, approved,
17 or accredited, as the case may be, in the state in which it is
18 located.

1 Section 2. Subdivision (2) of Section 9of Chapter 32 of
2 the General Laws, as most recently amended by Chapter 960
3 of the Acts of 1971, is hereby further amended by striking
4 out paragraph (d) and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-5 ing:—

6 (d) If there are any surviving unmarried children of such
7 member who are under age eighteen or who are over said age
8 and physically or mentally incapacitated from earning on the
9 date of his death, or who are over said age and under age

10 twenty-one and full-time students at an accredited, educational
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11 institution, an additional pension at the rate of three hundred
12 and twelve dollars yearly shall be paid for each such child
13 to the child’s natural or legal guardian so long as such child
14 survives, remains unmarried, and is under age eighteen or if
15 over said age remains physically or mentally incapacitated
16 from earning or, if over said age and under age twenty-one
17 remains a full-time student. The words “full-time student”
18 shall mean a child who is in full-time attendance in an ac-
-19 credited, educational institution offering full-time courses of
20 study equivalent to or higher than secondary school study.
21 The words “accredited educational institution” shall mean any
22 school, college, or university that is licensed, approved or ac-
-23 credited, as the case may be, in the state in which it is located.

1 Section 3. Section 101 of Chapter 32 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by Chapter 793 of the Act of 1972,
3 is hereby further amended by inserting at the end thereof the
4 following:
5 In the event of the death of a widow who has been receiving
6 benefits under this section, an annual allowance of sixteen
7 hundred and eighty dollars, subject to the provisions of para-
-8 graph (e) of section 102, shall be paid to a legally appointed
9 guardian for the benefit of any surviving unmarried children

10 who are under age eighteen, or if over said age, are physically
11 or mentally incapacitated from earning on the date of such
12 widow’s death, or if over said age and under age twenty-one
13 are full-time students. The words “full-time student” shall
14 mean a child who is in full-time attendance in an accredited
15 educational institution offering full-time courses of study
16 equivalent to or higher than secondary school study. The
17 words “accredited educational institution” shall mean any
18 school, college or university that is licensed, approved or ac-
-19 credited, as the case may be, in the state in which it is located.

1 Section 4. Chapter 793 of the acts of 1972 is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 2, the following new sec-
-3 tion:
4 Section 2A. The provisions of the first paragraph of section
5 128 of chapter 32 of the General Laws as inserted by section 2
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6 of this act as such provisions relate to any child over age eight-
-7 een, and under twenty-one, who is a full-time student, as de-
-8 fined in the fourth paragraph of said section 128, shall apply
9 to any such child of a deceased member whose widow, hus-

-10 band or legally appointed guardian, had elected to receive al-
ii lowances under the provisions of section 128, as the result
12 of the death of the member having occurred prior to January
13 first, nineteen hundred and seventy-three; provided that such
14 child is not married; and further provided that the continu-
-15 ance of the allowance for such child shall be governed by the
16 provisions of the fourth paragraph of said section 128.

1 Section 5. The provisions of sections one, two and three
2 of this act shall take effect on the January first 1975 and shall
3 apply to any child who has been receiving children’s benefits
4 as the result of the disability or death, as the case may be,
5 of a member having occurred prior to January first, 1975.

1 Section 6. The provisions of section four of this act shall
2 take effect as of January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-
-3 three.


