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Senate, May 7,1974.

The committee on Taxation, to whom was referred the petition
(with accompanying proposal, House, No. 2830) of Michael Joseph
Connolly and Angelo M. Scaccia for a legislative amendment to
the Constitution to allow the classification and assessment of real
property according to its use reports, in accordance with a provision
of Joint Rule No. 23, recommending that the amendment (see
House, No. 2830) ought to pass, with an amendment, substituting
a new draft entitled “Proposal for a legislative amendment to the
Constitution to grant the General Court authority to classify real
estate for taxation at different rates according to its use.” (Senate,
No. 1672).

For the Committee,

FREDERIC W. SCHLOSSTEIN, JR.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Four

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
TO grant the general court authority to classify real
ESTATE FOR TAXATION AT DIFFERENT RATES ACCORDING TO ITS USE.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
General Court and approved by the people at the state election
next following]:

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT,

In the exercise of the full power and authority given and granted
by Article IV of Section 1 of Chapter 1 of Part the Second of the
constitution to impose and levy proportional and reasonable assess-
ments, rates, and taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and persons
resident, and estates lying, within the commonwealth, the general
court may classify real property according to its use into five
classes: industrial, commercial, commercial-residential, resi-
dential, and conservation and recreational and may provide for
the assessment, rating, and taxation thereof at different rates in
the different classes so established, but proportionately in the same
class, except that the rates for commercial-residential and resi-
dential real property shall be lower than the rates for industrial
and commercial real property, and except, further, that the general
court may grant reasonable exemptions and abatements.


