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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR Re-

TURNING, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE LVI OF

THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION, WITH

RECOMMENDATION OF AMENDMENT, THE EN-

GROSSED BILL PROVIDING FOR THE CONVEY-

ANCE OF LAND AND BUILDINGS COMPRISING

THE GRAFTON STATE HOSPITAL TO THE

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR ADMINISTRATION

AND FINANCE TO BE HELD BY SAID

EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR USE AS A

REGIONAL INTERSTATE SCHOOL OF

VETERINARY MEDICINE.

(see Senate, No. 1753)

July 1974
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July 10, 1974

To The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1753 entitled “AN ACT PROVIDING FOR THE CONVEY-
ANCE OF LAND AND BUILDINGS COMPRISING THE GRAF-
TON STATE HOSPITAL TO THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR
ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE TO BE HELD BY SAID
EXECUTIVE OFFICE FOR USE AS A REGIONAL INTER-
STATE SCHOOL OF VETERINARY MEDICINE.”

The land and buildings at Grafton State Hospital, upon being
transferred to the Executive Office for Administration and Finance
in accordance with this bill, would have to be held for use in a
regional interstate school of veterinary medicine program. If no
agreement on such a program is reached between the Common-
wealth and at least three other New England states within three
years, the property would revert to the Department of Mental
Health.

At a meeting on November 15th, 1973, the New England
Governors unanimously approved a resolution requesting the New
England Board of Higher Education to prepare a plan for the
initiation of a regional program of veterinary medicine and to
devise specific proposals for its development, financing, location
and administration. It is intended that the plan will be completed
in time to permit the Governors to present enabling legislation to
the various legislatures in 1975. Thus, the Governors endorse the
concept of a veterinary school, but have not yet reached agreement
on a specific site or on institutional arrangements.

Although I agree that the Grafton State Hospital property
should be conveyed to the Executive Office for Administration and
Finance, I am recommending that the provision requiring the hold-
ing of the property for a period of three years for only one purpose
be deleted. I do so in order that the property, which may be used
for a regional program of veterinary medicine, will also be avail-
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able for other uses before the three years expire. The property,
or a portion of it, could be used for such a program if an appropri-
ate agreement is reached. Nevertheless, the property, or some
segment of it, could also be made the subject of a pilot land use
project. The “Resource Management Policy Council”, established
by Executive Order, would also be able to determine the best uses
of the nearly 1200 acres for present and future generations.

I am also recommending deletion of the provision that the
property, if not used for such a school program within three years,
shall revert to the Department of Mental Health. The Department
has determined that the property is surplus. There is, therefore, no
reason for it to regain control.

If these amendments are adopted, the property will be available
for a veterinary program, but the legislation will also permit other
uses as appropriate reviews and administrative determination may
provide. I expect the report to the New England Governors will be
made in time for appropriate legislative action to be taken, as re-
quired, in 1975. Other uses for the property, or a segment of it,
would not be prevented by the language which I am recommending.

I therefore recommend that Senate Bill No. 1753 be amended as
follows:

By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in
place thereof the following:

Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the
department of mental health is hereby authorized and directed to
execute and record a deed transferring to the executive office for
administration and finance the land and buildings comprising the
Grafton state hospital. The executive office for administration and
finance is hereby authorized to rent or lease or otherwise use such
land and buildings.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts


