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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

RETURNING, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF

ARTICLE LVI OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE

CONSTITUTION, WITH RECOMMENDATION

OF AMENDMENT, THE ENGROSSED BILL

REGULATING THE CONVERSION OF

CERTAIN APARTMENT BUILDINGS IN

THE CITY OF NEWTON.
(see Senate, No. 1791)
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July 31, 1974

To The Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1791 entitled “AN ACT REGULATING THE CONVERSION
OF CERTAIN APARTMENT BUILDINGS IN THE CITY OF
NEWTON.”

We are all aware of the rapid expansion in recent years of the
availability of condominiums. Much of this increase in Boston and
the surrounding metropolitan area is the result of the conversion
of apartment buildings.

The social and economic forces which underlie this development
will grow in intensity in the years ahead and will not only have a
significant impact on the rental housing market, but will also
highlight the current concern that the matter be subject to a
measure of statutory control to protect he public interest. Some
very serious and thorough work has already been done in this area
in an effort to develop a fair statute of state-wide applicability.

This legislation, however, is a response to a particular situation
in Newton. As such it makes a substantial change in the rights of
many people and significantly revises procedures applicable to the
conversion of certain buildings. If a change of this magnitude is
to be made, I believe that it should first be reviewed in its final
form by Newton officials, in order that they may then evaluate not
only its legal ramifications, but also its effect upon the residents of
Newton.

Therefore, before I give final consideration to this bill, I recom-
mend that it be amended as follows;

By inserting at the end thereof the following section:
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SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance by
the city in the current year, but not otherwise.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT
Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts U;


