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No. 1891SENATE

An Act exempting the emergency finance board from the
REQUIREMENTS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT LAW.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is to avoid unnecessary and costly delays in
municipal financing, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emer-
gency law necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The Emergency Finance Board, established by
2 section 1 of chapter 49 of the acts of 1933, when acting upon
3 any of its statutory requirements, shall not be subject to the
4 provisions of section sixty-two of chapter thirty of the general
5 laws, pertaining to environmental impact, provided that there
6 has been previous compliance with said section by another
7 agency, department, board, commission or authority of the
8 commonwealth or an authority of a political subdivision
9 thereof with respect to the work, project or activity which is

10 the subject matter of the request for statutory approval of
11 said Emergency Finance Board. The Emergency Finance
12 Board shall promulgate, with the approval of the secretary
13 of environmental affairs, rules and regulations to carry out
14 its obligations under said section sixty-two, which rules and
15 regulations may establish categories of exempt approvals and
16 may require applicants for approvals to supply data and
17 information on environmental impact to said Emergency
18 Finance Board.

1 Section 2. General Laws, chapter 30 is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 61, as inserted by chapter 781 of the acts
3 of 1972, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
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4 Section 61. All agencies, departments, boards, commissions
5 and authorities of the commonwealth shall review, evaluate,
6 and determine the impact on the economic and natural
7 environment of all works, projects or activities conducted by
8 them and shall use all practicable means and measures to
9 minimize damage to the economic and natural environment.

10 Unless a clear contrary intent is manifested, all statutes shall
11 be interpreted and administered so as to minimize and pre-
-12 vent damage to the economic and natural environment. Any
13 determination made by an agency of the commonwealth shall
14 include a finding describing the economic and natural environ-
-15 mental impact, if any, of the project and a finding that all
16 feasible measures have been taken to avoid or minimize said
17 impact.
18 As used in this section and section sixty-two, “damage to
19 the natural environment” shall mean any destruction,
20 damage or impairment, actual or probable, to any of the
21 natural resources of the commonwealth and shall include but
22 not be limited to air pollution, water pollution, improper
23 sewage disposal, pesticide pollution, excessive noise, improper
24 operation of dumping grounds, impairment and eutrophication
25 of rivers, streams, flood plains, lakes, ponds, or other surface
26 or subsurface water resources; destruction of seashores, dunes,
27 marine resources, underwater archaeological resources, wet-
-28 lands, open spaces, natural areas, parks, or historic districts
29 or sites.

1 Section 3. General Laws, Chapter 30 is hereby amended by
2 striking out section 62, as most recently amended by chap-
-3 ter 257 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section;
5 Section 62. No agency, department, board, commission, or
6 authority of the commonwealth or any authority of any
7 political subdivision thereof shall commence any work, project,
8 or activity which may cause damage to the economic and
9 natural environment until sixty days after it has published a

10 final economic and natural environmental impact report in
11 accordance with the provision of this section or until sixty
12 days after a public hearing on said report, provided that re-
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13 search, planning, design and other preliminary work neces-
-14 sary to describe and evaluate such project for the purposes
15 of this section may be undertaken.
16 Any such agency, department, board, commission, author-
-17 ity or any authority of any political subdivision which grants
18 permit determinations, orders or other actions shall prepare
19 a natural environmental impact report for any work, project
20 or activity of any private person, firm, or corporation which
21 may cause damage to the natural environment and for which
22 no funds of the commonwealth are to be expended, provided
23 that such report shall be limited in scope to the subject matter
24 jurisdiction of such agency, department, board, commission,
25 authority or authority of a political subdivision by which said
26 report is prepared. No action shall be brought to compel any
27 such agency, department, board, commission, authority or
28 authority of a political subdivision or any such private person,
29 firm or corporation to make, cause to be made or have made
30 on its behalf any natural environmental impact report other
31 than the report required by this section.
32 Natural environmental impact reports for any work, project
33 or activity of private persons, firms or corporations shall be
34 submitted to the secretary of environmental affairs for com-
35 ment, and such comment, if any, shall be submitted to the
36 agency, department, board, commission, authority or author-
37 ity of any political subdivision by which said report is pre-
38 pared within thirty days from its receipt. The approval or
39 disapproval of said secretary of any such report shall not be
40 required.
41 An economic or natural environmental impact report shall
42 contain detailed statements describing the nature and extent
43 of the proposed work and its economic or natural environ-
44 mental impact; all measures being utilized to minimize
45 economic or natural environmental damage, any adverse
46 short-term and long-term economic or nautral environmental
47 consequences which cannot be avoided should the work be
48 performed; and alternatives to the proposed action and their
49 economic or natural environmental consequences. The prepa-
50 ration of said report shall be commenced during the initial
51 planning and design phase of any work, project, or activity
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52 subject to this section and the report shall be so prepared
53 and disseminated as to inform the originating agency, review-
-54 ing agencies, the appropriate regional planning commission,
55 the attorney general, the department of commerce and
56 development, and the public of the economic or natural
57 environmental consequences of state actions and the altema-
-58 tives thereto prior to any commitment of state funds and
59 prior to the commencement of the work, project, or activity.
60 All reviewing agencies and any state agency, department,
61 board, commission, division or authority which has jurisdic-
-62 tion by law or special expertise with respect to any economic
63 or natural environmental impact involved shall affix their
64 written comments to the final impact report. In order to
65 insure an interdisciplinary review, the secretary of environ-
-66 mental affairs shall in conjunction with any agency involved
67 jointly approve the selection of any consultant engaged to
68 prepare the draft of final natural environmental impact re-
-69 port and, the secretary of manpower affairs shall in conjunc-
-70 tion with any agency involved jointly approve the selection of
71 any consultant engaged to prepare the draft or final economic
72 impact report.

73 The secretaries of the executive offices shall each promul-
-74 gate rules and regulations approved by the secretary of
75 environmental affairs insofar as they relate to the natural
76 environment and by the secretary of manpower affairs insofar
77 as they relate to the economic environment to carry out the
78 purposes of this section which shall be applicable to all
79 agencies, departments, boards, commissions, authorities or
80 instrumentalities within each of such executive offices and
81 which in the case of the natural environment shall conform
82 with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy
83 Act, Public Law 91-190, and amendments thereto. Any draft
84 report, final report, and all written comments required by
85 said regulations shall be public documents. Said reports as
86 they relate to the natural environment shall be submitted to
87 the secretary of environmental affairs and those that relate
88 to the economic environment shall be submitted to the secre-
-89 tary of manpower affairs who shall issue a written statement
90 indicating whether or not in his judgment said reports ade-
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91 quately and properly comply with the provisions of this
92 section.
93 For the purposes of carrying out the provisions of this
94 section, funds made available for the purpose of design of or
95 planning or performing said work, project, or activity shall
96 be available and may be expended for the research, prepara-
97 tion, and publication of the reports required by this section
98 and expenses incidental thereto, and said funds may be trans-
99 ferred or otherwise may be made available to other state

100 departments and resource agencies designated by the secre-
101 tary of environmental affairs in the case of natural environ-
102 mental reports and the secretary of manpower affairs in the
103 case of economic environmental reports for the purpose of
104 meeting the expenses incurred in evaluating the draft or final
105 impact report.

1 Section 4. The special commission relative to the imple-
mentation and effects of the Massachusetts environmental
policy act established by chapter fifty of the resolves of nine-
teen hundred and seventy-four shall, in addition to the
members provided in said chapter, include the secretary of
the executive office of manpower affairs, and shall include in
the course of its investigation and study the subject matter
of this act, including a definition of economic impact that
encompasses both damage and benefits to the economic
environment.
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Any action or proceeding alleging that an agency, depart-
ment, board, commission, authority or authority of any
political subdivision has improperly determined whether a
work, project or activity may cause significant damage to the
natural environment shall be commenced not later than sixty
days after the date upon which the secretary of environmental
affairs shall issue his comment, if any, on the natural environ-
mental impact report prepared by such agency, department,
board, commission, authority or authority of any political
subdivision in connection with such work, project or activity,
or not later than ninety days after the date upon which such
agency, department, board, commission, authority or author-
ity of any political subdivision shall have transmitted such
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24 report to said secretary, whichever date occurs first. Any
25 action or proceeding alleging that a natural environmental
26 impact report fails to comply with the provisions of this sec-
-27 tion shall be commenced no later than thirty days after the date
28 upon which the final natural environmental impact report has
29 been transmitted by an agency, department, board, com-
-30 mission, authority or authority of any political subdivision
31 to the secretary of environmental affairs. In the event that
32 the comments of the secretary of environmental affairs indicate
33 his detailed reasons for his finding that such final natural
34 environmental impact report fails to comply with the pro-
-35 visions of this section, the time during which any action may
36 be commenced alleging that such report fails to comply with
37 said section shall be extended for an additional period of thirty
38 days.

1 Section 5. Section lof this act shall take effect as of July
2 1, 1973. Sections 2 and 3 of this act shall take effect on July
3 1, 1975. Section 4 of this act shall take effect upon its passage.
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